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CHAPTER I. 

MARRYING. 

As a protectop .diiru%-lfae long joaraey 
Adela was now toiindertake^ Lady Rosalvan 
had resigned to^ her the steadiest and mmt 
respectable of her male dooo^Btics^ who 
rode beside the carriage the whi>le way^ and 
in every little c«m^ of diffioilty was the 
most rational advker^ an4 usefnl assistant, 
^my^ delighted to have quitted' so cheerless 
a dwellings was in spirits almost exubeirant; 
and the young traveller also^ recovering on 
the second day of their journey^ her own 
accustomed vivacity, their route was per- 
formed with undisturbed comfort ; and in 
health and safety they reached Dr. Hamp- 
den's beloved and well-known abode. 

Grateful and happy as Adela h^^d ever 
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been beneath this friendly rcw>f, taught now, 
by the force of contrast to doubly value the 
good fortune of possessing such a home^ 
she felt, and looked, and moved, during the 
first three or four days after her return, as 
if she trod on air — -as if -suddenly transported 
into the regions of the blessed ! Here, 
though she saw nothing but the {Vainest 
sulBiciency; no equipage, no men-servants, 
no elegance of furniture, or costlinisss of 
decoration, she found family concord, 
dbeerCs^l imnivity^ or^r withowl monotoay, 
love, frieod^bip, and confidence, without 
^Mi^nce or alfectation» As eontaimn^ a 
Iffeater viiriity of cl^racters, and a laiger 
^cU of ai]^ttMited and ^ulhfol in^^riduads, 
it 'was <a ha^^ier - mansiofi than even Mins. 
S^ilBies^flle's : wkk Lady Rosalvai^'s, it esr- 
tainly aifanitted not the remotest* coni|ia- 
^son ; and wben Ad^la's ear caught the 
^ound of an exhilafirating laugh, when she 
pijiieA at tine lively and bkonv^ fa^es 
ardimd her ; When she watched their dili- 
gence in employment, and witnessed the 
^nuiae glee with which they enjoyed the 
simplest amusements, she could not always 
forbear whisfpering to herself, with a sigh— 
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» 

^. ^' Ail, hom unlike to atke spirit that 
fMMiBates fibis cl^aniuiifr fiftinHyj; is die 
attktidpg and wr^t^h^d n^anthropy wldick 

In ^ destmed paitaer of hw gAibtett 
yawig liriMd^ she wag delightod. to discover 
jadJoatJOM of ererj i]pality A^t jeemed to 
progodadciito m hafi|^y Jtmim. Ia ^a ha 
was parfae^y aaapitad to har ; his ^^mtptm 
af^paarad.cheaifiil and liWai ; h» vas fm^ 
sassad «^ an nniMmahasad^ tbon^ saoda»« 
vate estate^ in her fatbarU neighhomiiaad ; 
WM wafi adncatad^ mM aonaeat^^ aiid^ 
ahocre. all^ airidentl jr attached to he? idbola 
dasemag family. 

A hw days '^i*a!yMus to the calebr^tSQii 
af the impovtant earaqMKay) .AjAiAbl^ whflM 
walking with lliift yoitt^ viWi> \kifi hxide-* 
alact9.aBd. Joditl^, the seoofid sistaa^ dMached 
herself £rom the tno £&xmtr, md Ungafii^ 
pui|>09el)r behind w^di Judith^ seiaad tha 
fl^ifftoitnnity *o |mt soma qMstions to hair 
relative to theonly absent indirtidaalof tha 
Camily--^ 

^^ Where is mm yqiir brother WillkiOt 
my dear Jtidith V said she ; *^ i mtis htm 
ww^ at sgatch a liime as tbds than tf^t^ 

B 2 
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" So we all do ^ answered Judith^ de- 
jectcdly ; *^ his presence^ my mother says, 
is the only thing, at such a Happy period^ 
wanting to her entire felicity : but, my dear 
Misii Cleveland, he has been ordered on 
foreign service, and how long he may re- 
main abroad, we have not the most distant 
idea. He . sailed in the ' summer, about a 
fortnight or three weeks after you went to 
Mrs. Sdlnerville's ; but we did not know 
positively of his departure till he had been 
gone nearly a month. A hasty, and brief 
letter, .which he- had written to us from the 
plaoe of ' embarkation, and confided to some 
careless friend to put into the post, was 
lost; and we never received a line irom 
him till the first dispatches came over from 
the amiy, after it had landed.*" 

^^ Perhaps,** said Adela, " you were all 
spared much lingering anxiety by tliis neg- 
lect : biit I do not mean to defend it ; and 
am certain, that in my own case, it would 
have made me extremely angi*y. But tell 
me, was William well when you did hear 
from him ? Was he in spirits, and does he 
continue fond of his profession ?'* 

'' He was perfectly well, and, I hope. 
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has not beeu tormented by useless re- 
pentance : but we often bitterly regret the 
choice he has made, because it preys so 
much upon my poor mother's spirits. At 
times she is really quite miserable. This 
impending: wedding, however, revives her, 
and luckily, furnishes her, and, indeed, all 
of us, with so much to do, that we have no 
leisure for reflection and sadness. I often 
think, that but for this unfortunate^ilitary 
passion of William's, and. the distressing 
illnesses *of my youngest brother, poor little 
Benjamin, (for you know, the name of 
Hotspur is now entirely dropped,) we shoioIA 
have been too happy — almost happier than 
human creatures, perhaps, have any right 
to feel.'* 

'^ My dear Judith,'' said Adela,. smiling; 
^ wliere did you pick up such nriserable 
doctrine ? I should imagine that human 
creatures have Hot only a right to feel the 
happiness which Providence bestows upon 
them, but that> to enjoy without abusing it^ 
andj with a glowing heart to acknowledge 
the source whence it is derived, is one of 
their first, and sui*ely one of their most 
delightful duties! Dear Judith, strive to 

B 3 
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bear sorrow, when it comes, with patient 
resigftation ; but never akn at recei/^ng 
happiness with distrustfti} melancholy ! Bm 
now kt me hear what you know retetiog 
to dnr old friend AJgemon. Has be. written 
lately ? Have you ^the least idea where he 
is, and how he is going oil ?*' 

" We have had no satisfactory intelU- 
genoe about him a great whtie. The last 
time my father heai^d front hifn, he spoke 
of a journey he meditated, to sec^ his lady, 
lirho was at Cheltenham with her mother, 
and very ill. I begin to think his mamed 
Ufe liaa not been happy. He has n^Ver 
wr^ea in good spirits since the first yeat 
the connection was formed ; and, indeed", 
has written as seldom as possible. William 
saw hka once in town, and told us, that 
nothing could exceed the kindness of his 
reception ; but that he was not pressed to 
take up his abode at Algernon's house, as 
he had been, so cordially, soon after the 
marriage ; itnd furtbek*, he said, that there 
seemed to reign a species of discomfort 
throughout the whole mansion, which com- 
municated itself to his own feelings, and bQ 
was glad to get aAyay.'* 
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^ Did he see Mrs. Moj^ingtou during 
ihii visit ?** eiiqmi^d Adela. 

^ Yes ; she and her husband Were to- 
gelli^r when he iras introduced. He thought 
her very handsome^ but owiis^ that she did 
not look at all good-^tempered^ and was 
b^^:«ly civil to hvai. As he was going dowii 
stairs^ he met Algemon^is two children, a 
Kttle hoy and girl, who are twitis. Wflliam 
stepped them a momefit, feehng interested 
about them for his. frieiufs sake, and kissed 
them; and the only smile he saw upoti 
Algemon^s &ce the whole tinie he was in 
the house, was called ^orth by the gratifi- 
cation he received from my brother^^s notica 
of these little creatures/* 

" How melancholy are all these parti- 
culars !** sorrowfully observed Adela ; ** poor 
Algernon I He merited a happier lot! — 
But why, why did he so precipitately marry ? 
And how, came he to be so deceived in the 
character of the young lady be chose ? Vh 
had often resided in the same house wi^ 
her ; she was his cousin^ and had been the 
companion of his sister from her childhood. 
How was it posfidble then, he should be so 
ignorant of her real disposition ?** 

B 4 
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'* My father,** resumed the half-laughing 
Judith, " scruples uat to say, she must be 
an artful Jezabel ! Yet he allows that no 
great depth of cunning might be requisite 
to impose upon one so young and inex- 
perienced as Algernon was at the time he 
contracted this alliance ; and he says, that 
when we recollect how extremely frank and 
unguarded he ever was himself, and how 
reluctant to harbour suspicions of the sin- 
cerity of others, we may easily account for 
his having been the dupe of a beautiful girl, 
who, not only to please herself, but to 
comply with the views of her father, took 
all the pains she could, to captivate and 
ensnare him. As for Miss Eudocia Mor- 
dington, Algernon's sister, I dare say she 
was afraid to speak : only think how her 
interference would have offended the whole 
family!" 

On alluding again to this painful . sub- 
ject in the evening, when they were all 
assembled at tea, Adela was informed by 
Reuben Hampden, who, according to his 
wonted custom, had been at S in the 

morning to read the newspaper, that he had 
seen a paragraph relating to Algernon, 
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which, hut for her recalling the circum* 
stance to his mind, he should perhaps have 
forgotten to mention. 

^^ Yet, not," continued he, ^^ from in- 
difference tp what concerns Mordington, hut 
from the variety of other intelligence I read 
afterwards, which drove this out of my 
head. It is stated, then, that his uncle. 
Lord Ossely, as we have always <;alled him,, 
is dead ; but that . a few weeks previous to 
this event, he had, suceeded to a higher 
title, and that this title, which, to say the 
truth, is completely gone out of my recol- 
lection, has now descended to Algernon, 
with the estates attached to it, and the 
whole of his late uncle's personal property^ 
except the portion he. has left his daughter, 
and the jointure settled on his widow." 

Reuben was severely lectured by his 
sisters and Adela for having so speedily 
suffered the new appellation by which they 
were to know their friend, to escape his 
memory; and he promised, if he did not 
again forget it, to look back at the paper 
the next day, and bring them home, a more 
perfect account. 

" But how is it, " said Dr. Hampden^ 

b6 



10 TRAITS OF NATURE. 

^^ that only one of the late Viseount*s daugh- 
ters is mentioned ? He certainly bad fwQ^ 
Reuben^ are you quite snr^ that your 
memory^ in this point also^ baa not been a 
little treacherous ?" 

" Oh, hfefe I am perfectly correct^ sir ; 
for I remember being struck by the omission 
myself; and it led me to oondude, that the 
illness of Mordington's wife, which we 
heard of last summer, had terminated 
fatally." 

" Well, if it is so," cried Mrs. Hampden, 
f' I hope there is no great wickedness in 
saying, that such a sort of body is as well 
out of the world as in it ! On my con- 
science, I believe, she was only a plague to 
her husband, and an evil example to all 
who approached her !** 

" My dear," said the doctor, *^ this is 
not spoken with your usaal sense of charity I 
You forget that this poor young woman, of 
whom, after all, we knbw no positive harm, 
has left behind her two helpless little chiir 
dren, whose &ther, scarcely yet six and 
twenty, must be wholly unfit to stipply to 
them a mother's place.** 

'^ I kad, indeed^ forgottm these poor 
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mfants,* cried Mw. Hampden, ^ and I am 
ashamed of myself for having spoken sro 

* 

iii)feeling]y« Let ns, however, hope, that 
the little innocents will find friends amongst 
their mother^s female relations^. Lady 
Ossely wiH perhaps take charge of them ; 
she has reared and protected Algernon'^ 
sister, who, I always understood, was per- 
fectly happy with her.** 



Three days eftcr this conversation, 
which, dnring fin interval of so much 
joyful though anlious bustle, was not re- 
newed, the momentous solemnity took place 
that transplanted Ruth into a diflferent 
family, and imposed upon her such new 
and important duties. To the friends and 
connections of a bridal pair, the wedding 
day is seldom one of unclouded content- 
ment: the fairest hopes may be entertained!, 
and the brightest prospects may, afar o^ 
fce discerned ; yet, a doubting, trembling 
miotion fills the bosom of the parents'; 
uitt^s^ itself with their mo9t complat^tit 
f<Nli^g$> attA casts over that awful day,^ 

b6 
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pensive serionsness but too nearly allied to 
melancholy. 

" The Lord be good unto me !** ejacu- 
lated Mrs. Hampden^ as she sat after dinner, 
trying to wink away her tears ; ** Wh6 
would ever suppose^ were they to see us all 
looking so blank at each other, that this 
was my precious Ruth's wedding-day ! I 
had no notion I should feel so mopish and 
so duUiifter an event I have been long so 
earnestly desiring. I wonder^ my dear,** 
addressing the doctor, " whether my poor 
blessed father and mother were in this way 
when / was married !" 

"No, to be sure, my dear!" answered 
the doctor, affecting more gaiety than he 
really felt ; *^ they were too well pleased at 
your good luck in getting so incomparable 
a husband ! And 111 tell you another thing 
that helped them to keep off what you call 
mopishness : they drank frequently, as you 
and I are now going to do ourselves, to the 
health of the new married couple, and 
tiiereby drowned all dull reflections in clear 
port. Come, goody, give me your glass ; 
and let me likewise fill all , yours, my pretty 
April-faced lasses. Hang it I what should. 
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you girls look so scared about ? It i;(^ill bo 
time enoagh to take fright when yoar owi\ 
torn comes. And, so, here's my hearty 
love to yon, and may that honr speedily 
arrive. I promise yon, I shall be as glad 
to look grave, and feel a little qneer after 
yonr wedding, Adela, or yours, Judith^ as 
after our deieur Ruth's," 
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CHAP. IL 



PROTECTION. 



Scarcely bad the family at Dr. Hamp- 
den's recovered from the mixed impression 
of seriousness and pleasure -which the recent 
event had occasioned^ and returned calmly 
to their usual habits of life^ when Adela 
received the following letter from her 
brother. 

^^ Dear Adela^ Bath, March l6. 

" You will see by the date of this, where 
I now am. I hate the place abominably: 
but my father was ordered to it about a 
month since — I was wise enough to believe, 
because his London physicians did not 
know what else to do with him. However, 
now they hear he is laid up with the gout, 
they say that is just what they wanted; 
and they plume themselves prodigiously 
upon their foresight and sagacity in sending 



t&AITS OF NATURE. 15 

V 

him hither to be martyred. The fact ia, 
to do these tormentors jostice, that) though 
hnne ai jsMsible, he h, upon the whole^ 
Woftderfiilly bettfir than on his first arrival. 
But this is not what I meant principally to 
talk to you ahcmt ; at th^ same time that I 
know, if yon are afi pious a dutifal little 
soul as you twed to be^ yon can never have 
too many of these amusing details. Now 
don't look shocked ! I assure yon I have 
been very eorry for the poor patient ; and 
when he was at the worst, I took great care 
of him/ and sat by him with almost as 
pitiful a face as you could have worn your- 
self: and whenever the twinges in his toe 
were sharper than mual, I used to feel hc^ 
tempted to forswear good eating and drink-* 
ing myself, foi* fear of the stinging reckon* 
ii^ I might Qsie day have to pay. But, 
litcldly, these little retribiiti<2ms ^Idom fall 
u^on a man till he is turned of forty ; an4 
between one aad twenty and forty, there 
are some pleasant years> it would not alto* 
gelhar be so delectable to. ^ad in prema« 
lure mortificatiom wd penaiace. I can live 
upon Tooti, and sip ^ pure elament' at any 
tfanc. Ifl jretara for this litlle apetilnte ixf 



16 TRAITS OF NATURE. 

epicnrean philosophy^ you may, if it will 
amu^e you, assume the stoic ; preach tem- 
perance and self-dehi£^l, and interdict me 
half tlie enjoyments of life : — A vous tris 
permis. 

^^ But now to business. — ^You remember, 
no doubt, that you are invited to spend a 
month or two this spring at our uncle's. 
General Cleveland's ? I can hardly suspect 
yoii ' of haying forgotten a circumstance, 
which must be so important to a girl of 
eighteen or nineteen — which are you ? — as 
a first journey to London. Well, the 
General is here now on a visit to my father ; 
but he returns to town next week. He has 
talked to me about the properest mode of 
bringing yon np from Devonshire, and says, 
that' when on^e arrived at this place, you 
should travel the remainder of the way to 
London with him. I have no objection to 
a little change of scene, and therefore told 
Mm, that I would undertake to fetch you to 
Bath, and be answerable for placing you 
safely in his care. Use dispatch, therefore^ 
my dear girl, in getting ready to set out 
with me next Wednesday. I shall be at the 
good oM;9%^c-^Ac^oa Tuesday niglit; imd, 
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perhaps^ if I behave myself in an arderly, 
discreet manner^ they will give me a bed. 
Pray prepare honest Blacky to attend you : 
my father is as willing to pay her wages in 
London as any where else ; and I informed 
the General, that he must by no meatis 
expect to behold your fair person without 
its dingy^ hot perpetual shadow. I should 
hardly think I had imported more than half 
of you to Bath^ if I saw you there without 
the lovely Amy. 

^^ My father, you may discover by what 
I have said above; is aware of this meditated 
excursion to town, and tacitly, at least, 
Sanctions it. The General was so . beat 
upon carrying his point, that, without saying 
more than is consistent with his habitual 
reserve, my father could not well oppose it. 
I cannot promise that he will see you when 
you arrive. . It is a stipulated thing that you 
are to be set down at the General's lodgings. 
But, my good little . sister, don't be dis* 
couraged ; rememl^er the old-saying, ^ Rome 
was not built in a day :' it was built, how- 
ever, at last ; and my father's prejudices, 
which, we must allow, have taken a good 
long day to gather strength, may ^ewise 
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at last^ be rooted up I— The siriile is a vile 
one; but I have not dme to think of a 
better. — So, adieu, till you, and I, and 
Blacky meet. 

** Your stfectiofiate brother, 

" Julius Cleveland." 

Between the reception of this letter and 

the arrival at S of its pstKdpitate writer, 

only one day intervened^ which was neces- 
awiiy spent by Adda in all the hurry 
attendant upon a sudden removal, and an 
unforseen obligation to engage in the dis- 
•d^eeable laboHT of packing up. Judith 
and Amy were her willing assistants, and 
some liours before Juiius drove to the door, 
b^. preparitions were completed, and she 
had full leisure to reflect upon the new 
prospect opening before her. 

That Mrs. Soenerville should be abseat 
from town at a time when her assured 
support would have been, to the uninitiated 
Adela, of such peculiar importance, was a 
matter of serious but hopeless regret. 
<jfeneral Cleveland, it is true, she had 
formed an acquaintance with the preceding 
year at Rosedown Court, aud had every 
oreason, from the kindness of his conduct 
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towards her ott that d^casion^ to expect 
from him^ in his own house, . the utmost 
attention and indulgence. But to her aunt 
she was a tbtal stranglsr ; and the sarca^tie 
obeervatioM whicb^ from time to time, she 
had h^ard JnHns utt^r respecting her^ had 
by no meaofi inclined her to place %uf 
^lependtfwnfee Uj^bn her cordiality or regards 
Barbara) Clevdand, their eldest dfl^ufhte^*], 
^fae had never teen stnee the suminer they 
had resided together some we.eka in North* 
umbwland. Adela^ however, felt tolerably 
assured, that sach as Barbara then was, 
jiieh «be would: nnakeridbly remain to her 
life's end ^-^-^ little cdweqnential pf^etender 
to inferxniMion, who, at fifty, would scwcely 
be m&re deeisive.in her o^ioaiS, Of less 
attractive in het person, than at fillbeen. 
Qf the tW4 remaining, sistersi she only knew 
by report^ tl^it one was in her own family 
.ccn^idered ias a beauty ; and that the other 
was kept back as still a child. Talbot 
XDleveland, their brother, she was well con* 
yinoed> would be h^ steady friend ; and, 
indeed, towards him she fdways mentally 
tmnod with eifpeie^ations of meeting more 
iovariable kindness than from any one else 
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in the fermily; At all events^ Adela, who 
constantly endeavoured, where. a change of 
circnmstances might be considered in two 
points of view^ to fix her eye on its brightest 
side^ cheered her doubting spirit with the 
reflection, that though perhaps unpleasant, , 
her abode at General Cleveland's need not 
be long; since Mrs. Somerville had engaged, 
the moment she reached town, to claim 
her as her promised guest for the remainder 
of the season. 

The expected approach of Julius, whose 
rapid; progress,' in so still a place was heard 
from afar, and provoked every cur in the 
neighbourhood to rush forth and pursue his 
chaise with clamorous barkings, first put ah 
end to the ruminations of his sister, and 
sent her affectionately to the garden gate to 
meet fmcl welcome him. He kissed her 
with his usual appearance of careless kind^ 
hess ) told her that he was as hungry as a 
hunter, and whistling to a large terrier, his 
travelling companion, begged leave to in- 
troduce him to her, by the inviting name oi 
Wasp. 

t^^ I assure you,"' added he, '^ Wasp is a 
very fine fellow, and the best hand at 
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bunting down a sleek taCby cat that ever I 
met with. Come, pat him, Adela '; he 
wont hurt you, ! What's the girl afraid of ? 
He'll not take you for a tabby these dozen 
years !" • . 

« And/ luckily/' said Adela, '' if he 
really is such an enemy to' the harmless face 
of cats, there are none here he can exercise 
his ingenuity in tormenting;'' ' . ' '' , 

^^ Ah my, poor Adela, this tenderness 
for the cat tribe is prodigiously ominousv! 
It is high time ' you should get to London, 
or we should have ' you rusticating into as 
complete a starched, prim spinster,' as ever 
sat by the fire^ rivaling the xaoriser at her 
elbow, and blinking, purring, and dozing 
through a life of solitary insignificance/* 

Having now reached ..the end of the 
gravel walk leading towards the house, 
Julius suddenly stopped, and said— 

^^ How must I accost Dr. Sangrado ? 
If I look very solemn and formal, he*ll 
perhaps, insist upon treating me like a man 
afflicted vrith hypochondria ; if I am too 
frisky, hell swear Fm mad ! How shall I 
steer safely between these two perils T" ' . 

'* Why, if he affirms insanity to be your 
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case^ I ifill asrare hitn^ that ymi have gone 
about tbm world so long wkh the sasne 
symptoms^ yet Bever^ to my knowledge, 
done much mischief, that you may as weH 
be trusted a little longer/' 

Notwilhstandiog the cavalier tone in 
fwhioh Julias, he acaregiy knew wfajpr, 
liad alwa^ delighted to spedc .of Div 
Hampden, the manner in whidi he 
addiesfled hiin, w&ea^ at lei^fa, dntaodnced, 
wm dbested of all presnaapdon^ ssnA %nr 
aifefltedly respecifiDl. Adela, on beholding 
him appear to such advantage, felt prond 
of bearing to him eo near an affinity. She 
looked at him, now the light enabled her to 
.dbtinguish the improvement in his height 
and.figv^e ebpce their last meeting, with 
pleased sniprise. On his eoimljenance and 
wiMite pcnrson :wns visibly iin^ressed the 
character df a »genkleinaft-^the gvaoe and 
ease of otie- early accustomed: to the best 
aodet^* . His features, etrongly sfasemlfiiag 
JieriQwn, hot more marked, wew ha n ds om e 
witfaimt .efiemineicy, and rfegttlar wMioot 
being formal, i IK^flhing coold he diortf de^ 
lightful thap«tbe exprostfion of his eyes, 
iwhea flirted >tipi with gaifety tmi good- 
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hvmoor; but be could, aad^ tto ohm^ 
did allow them to auMnme an air of liangliti* 
MS9 and defiance, which, added to^tiietr 
natural brilliancy, rendesed them afanoeft 
too fierce to look at* Adela had nevnt^ 
since his chtldhood, seen him' dellremd up 
to any imcantrattlahle bvrsts of pueim: 
bat ffhe knew he was irritable ; and from 
DMtlTes of affection as wdl as of pnid^ice^ 
eandirnlly avoided the slightest riak oi 
awakening .the ^ slimibering dragan.* 

Tha eiseding paased in lively and jSQoial 
0imveit|ation ; the Hanipdeils were iafimtely 
pleased wi& their new gnest ; Jidiivs ' ^ 
peared well Mtnfied with faia own penmen 
of reoaannending himself to faireur, and M 
parties expressed asegnat when the hour for 
leiaring jsriwd. 

After ffla early lHttakfast> the fIdQowiCig 
morning, the you^iiulitraiMUefil sat (mtwni 
en their joorney^ acGaai|lanied by the 
kindest good-wishes of those they ^iH^ 
apd whom idiey wem so .^hotty unoertain 
when they might see iagAiq. . 

As Amy oocupied'AaBal in their chtuse^ 
they both abstained fratqi ialking.of fkntil^ 
afimrs wbiUt on the. road:: imiilalL the inn 
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where they stopped to dine, Julias was very 

inqhisitive on the subject of Adela*s receiit 

visit to their mother. She spoke of it in 

as favourable terms as truth would permit .; 

9.vdiding all details, and softening whatever 

she .'could hot wholly su^ress. Yet her 

account, modified and cautious as it was^ 

gave him great displeasure. He execrated 

Mrs. Cameron, calling her a crafty parasite; 

yowed that Adela should never enter Pine 

Lodge again whilst that woman's presence 

was tolerated within its walls ; and, in 

short, talked himself into such a passion^ 

that it became ^fficnlt, either by persuasion 

or argument, to induce him to change the 

subject. But Adela had her interrogtitioBs 

to make as well as Julius ; and was much 

more eager to hear some particulars of the 

iKmsehold to which she was repairing, than 

ito listen linger to. his useless ravings 

again9t that ftt>8i which she was lately 

wturned.. 

In answ:er to the questions she addvesstd 
to him respecting their aunt — 

'^ 'Pooh, nonsense !" t^aculated he, 
'^ Why. do you plague yourself or me with 
enquiries about that woman ? HavVt you 
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fdund out by this time, from all yott have 
heard at Rosedown, that she is not the sort 
of person youll ever like ? But what is 
that to the purpose ? you will be my uncle*s 
guest moi-e than her's. She will hardly be 
grossly uncivil to you ; she will be obliged' 
to take you about to fashionable houses ;' 
she will make you a very creditable chape- 
ron ; and what else have you to care for ? 
You mnst not expect, wherever you go, to 
meet with people you can make sentimental 
friends of I— As for her two girls, one of 
them, the amiable Barbara, you already 
know ; the other, set oft* by such a foil, is 
passably good-looking : but, like the owl's 
children in the .fable, all my aunt's progeny 
are considered as paragons, either mental 
or personal ; all, indeed, except the third 
daughter, poor little Christina, the best of 
the whole female race, Talbot I shall sajr 
nothing about ; you cannot fail to remembet 
him.—- But, by the way, I must give you 
one caution relating to him. Do not en- 
courage him to be too attentive to you : the 
old lady will hate you in complete earnest, 
if she sees any thing of that sort ; and even 
the assiduities of a pleasant young man will 

VOL. II. c 
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hardly compensate the discomfort of bein^ 
constantly eyed with malignity by the 
mother with whom he resides.** 

^^ I am no coquette^ my dear Jnlins^ be> 
a^sored^ and have not the smallest desire to 
engross an nndne share of Talbot's atten* 
tion ; but I should feel sorry to be c<Hn* 
pelled to treat him with disobliging and 
unfriendly reserve." 

^^ Wellj maqage as well as yon can : but 
depend upon it^ that if you turn his headj 
the old lady will turn you into stone by the 
potency of her own gorgon looks. She has 
set her heart upon marrying him to some 
dowdy of quality : whether the precise in- 
dividual is yet singled out^ or remains to be 
pitched upon> I neither know^ nor^ to say 
the truths do I much care : but I am well 
assured that this is her darling project ; 
and I have seen upon more occasions than 
one^ when Talbot has been holding forth in 
your praise, that the lofty severity of her 
accustomed aspect has assumed tenfold 
greater majesty, and the sublime terrors of 
her brow have heightened into tenfold mora 
portentous awe." 

On their airival at Bath, which, under 
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any otUer circnmstances; ^Adela would have 
been so alive to the pleasure of beholding 
for the first thne^ the pitihfat reftection^ that 
tbongh actuality in thii vtfy city whibh 
contained her fath^r^ she ^as denied ad- 
mission to him^ filled her mind with sad* 
niess. She looked anxiously from side to 
side of the streets throngh which they^ 
drove^ supplicating Julins, if they passed 
the house thfeir father occupied^ to point it 
out to hen At the moment she made this 
request^ they were proceeding through 
MUsom Street^ and at the opeU door of one 
of its handsomest dwellings^ stbod a servant 
out of livery, whoift, when her brothtr 
perceived, hfti said— 

^'.That's my father*s valet, and that is 
the mausion that has the honour to contdhi 
my father himself,*' 

^^Oh, speak to the man, dear Julius! 
Ask him how my father hais been during 
your absence ; — I should $p l|ke to beconle 
acquainted with the face of any one who 
lives in that house !** 

^' Yqu are a goose for your pains, my 
good little sister, for this fellow*s is the 

C2 
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Ugliest face yoa «ver beheld! — Bat here 
he comes^ post haste^ to speak to me," 
'. Then^ letting down the side :glas$ — r 
'' Weil, Mr. Gerard/ added Julius, '' whafs . 
the news with you? How are you going, 
on here r" 

^^^ Charmingly, sir ; my master has been 
out to-day, taking a little airing ; an^ bore 
it vastly well. — But, sir, I have a message 
to you from your uncle ; he was obliged 
this morning, suddenly to set off for Lon- 
don.** 

" The d— 1 he was I** impatiently inter- 
rupted Julius, ^^ and what was the mighty 
obligation that compelled him to use such 
extraordinary speed ?" 

** I really don't know, sir ; but he left 
word with me, that his lodging was not 
discharged, and that Miss Cleveland would 
find herself perfectly well accommodated in 
it, till you were at leisure to conduct her 
safely to town." 

^^ Humph ! A very easy way of arrange 
ing the business ! Upon my honour,** con- 
tinued Julius, di'awing his head back into 
the chaise ; ^^ these are tricks, which, . in 
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the father of a family^ are rather too young T 
I don't half lik^ carrying yon, Adela, to 
inhabit a lodging by yourself. My uncle 
ought to have known better than to have 
exposed you to so disagreeable a necessity .^ 
I wish I could take you in tkere r looking 
towards his father's house, *^ but that I must 
no^ do : therefore, let us make the best of 
an unavoidable evil, and drive quietly to 
these foresaid delectable lodgings. They 
are only at the end of the street ; and as 
soon as I have seen my father, after setting 
you down, Fll come back and spend the 
evening with you." 

Adela, silently, hot gratefully thanked' 
her brother, by a cordial pressure of the 
hand ; and on his making a signal to the 
postillion^ they once more proceeded* 

Her reception by the mistress c{ the 
house, where she was. npw to take np'her 
temporary dbode, was sufficiently respeotfoi ; 
andlf^Jnlius having- : seen her. safely estsdbe 
lished iuhia nndelsiate drawingfrAom^anii 
recommended to her, as there were othoc 
tenants in the hoaae, tobe as.seldiQii|i .visible 
«p<>a the stairs as passible, ccmsig^ned bei 

c3 
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to the care of Amy^ and ran off to -pzy a 
visit to his father. 

In less than half an hoar* he ma4e his 
re-appearance — 

** WeU, Adela/' cried he, entering witj^ 
« look thai proclaimed good tidings ; *^ I 
bave succeeded in effecting a change in our 
domestic counsels which 1 think you "wlSl 
approve. My father consents to your taking 
possession of the room I lately inhabited ii> 
his house ; and as he and his people occupjf 
all the ptheirs. that are £t far immediate use» 

^ sna^ii. remove mtaer,tiou «♦•*%** iuyscir or 
;tbe ' perfect accommodi^tions* my unclp 
^ttm^ht proper to recommeaad so warmly to 

your £avoor/' 

^^ Beaitffit JuUtta>" crifA Adela> fluttered 
and chasigittg^ cc^our; ^^ shall. 1 see m% 

" Not to-night, cratainly : hot you will 

he Hi a place of security and credit. Come;^ 

tal»hdd ef my arm, and let us set.off.di^ 

iMdp. Amym«jifollowu8,.andI wfllsttwl 

^somebody to fttch your, ba^^agc.*' 

.Ob ^^eaching the luomm of Mr^ Cki^ 
Ind, enery-feeei^i^ Adela; heh^ld^ ia hfv 
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Way to tlie aparCoaNSttt now destiped to receive 
her^ wore an air of rfcspectfiil congratulation 
that indicated the pleasure with which they, 
at length, welcomed the daughter of their 
master to her proper home. 

'^ Here," said Julius, throwing open the 
door of a spacious hed-chamber, ^^ is youjr 
allotted .resting-place. I am sorry to tell 
you, it is the only part of the house to 
whieli I am permitted to introduce you. 
But never mind ; you shall not live in such 
vite durance, longer than I can help. To* 
morrow, or the next day, at farthest, I will 
set out with you for London. Meanwhif^, 
in the adjoining dressing-closet, you will 
find two or. three shelves with books ; yoa 
shall have an excellent supper to-night, of 
which I invite myself to partake ; and if t 
am unable to travel with you to town as 
soon as I mentioned, I will, at least, escort < 
you about the city of Bath in the inorning, 
and shew you all that is most worth seeing 
of a place whieh you must certainly feel 
some cQxioatty .to, become^ belter acquainted 
with/* ^ 

'^ A niilUQn: of thctnks my dearest 
laUosr awd.AdelA>.''for all these truly 
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,trotherly and kind attentions ! What 
should I have done but for your support ? 
But if you think that my father requires 
your presence, leave me now ; and be as- 
sured^ you leave me perfectly reconciled to 
,this seclusion. I have no wish to force 
.myself into my father's sight ; yet tell him, 
if it is not improper again to mention my 
name to him, how deeply sensible I am of 
his goodness in permitting me to remove 
hither from those solitary lodgings/* 

" By the time I get down to him/* said 
Julius, ^^ he will be preparing to go to bed ; 
so I shall have no opportunity of repeating 
these fine things^ and shall only stay to bid 
him good night. In the morning, perhaps, 
I may be better able to make speeches for 
you ; and if a fair occasion offers itsel^f, I 
will endeavour to be as eloquent, as if you 
stood by to suggest to me, in a.iyhisjep, all 
I should say.'* 
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Ik' fitofeai^ seclftslttb/fei^Bept' during thij- 
bour^ wlten Jaliil^y acobrdi^^ to hfs pro- 
mi8e^ila($t)Mapa»i^^^ii^i<4n ramblEes^ through 
tlw;tdirn'.ktid'i^env}fbiir$^ lidel» spent twa 
#fi«ii^^^'at blKr{fi^tiel''9^ iOn ^he nicJrmU^ 
dfthi^iidliiitd^ Julius informed her/wliiM 
A«'^«M9Mit bfeakfe^^4lHtt a chaise would be 
^jdi^door i» l^-than an bom*, in wfaieb 
llbiikntedA^^IWitbbat farther; delay^ Bet 

.' '^^'^dj^./Mibstl* then," «aid she^ mom/d-^ 
fsUtl ^^iimtably deps^ inrltfaout beholdHiig 
ttytfiiithcb^f' '^ , ' . • ... , V * '.' 

i :^^ fi^en^ 60^.xiiy<pam;Adelalr bn^ poi« 
pray do sot vex ydorsdf unreasonably aBout 
it. .'^H^ *h)iu» got * fioine conTouaded inotionp 
tbal you are extreniily like. Lady. BosalTau;; 
aod k« talcM k into Ua head> that the. sight 

c^5 • 



3#: XRAnoftar masuiui^ 

of yom would shatter his nerves, taxi pep*^ 
haps occasion a relapse ! Gerard, however, 
has vratared to assure him, that you bear 
moch more resemblance to the paternal 
side of yonr familj than to the maternal. 
But 1 will let yon into a secreC»<— »Thii 
deuced fit of the gont has pulled him down 
abominably ; and^ hfimdf% he h still obliged 
to keep one foot vrrapped up in flannels, and 
to snbmil;»,wheniBver. h^ attempikfrttk wilk^ 
tO) the cer»nMiy i^rosiug a crufe^v Mow,', 
yon are toicftowi ttet^thes^Me^litlhr. hnmi*. 
li«^oiis> whieh it .wonldaexmemelyL'diifMhr 
eert him to eypoM to ymiif ^bmn/iiMu 
My father has been one i$f;Ae hUttAlPiaeiit 
men of hia ddy, .aad he caai by nppmeanft 
rtaoneile hins^If to the idtf a i^ ba99>Jisen^ 
hi the first time,; by a.fiile Uooming.gidtf 
though that girl is hia dai^hitar, in ' tiM. 
character, of a poto. biTDte&iHJwnii invalid. 
Yon shdbip yovthead^and IdokiMm^oiisl 
Why, you don*t suppose, my idear;dhild,thatk 
idlfpers6ual;4rfiltitydft«oi^ed to.yov^ own 
ae^?^ A man aocns£omedtaadmsiaAion,iii| 
l»canwilfiog tojforegaitarefiMshuig incense 
as. .a ; fiistrrate female > heanty^j My fatbeir 
and-unde are AjkbtfaotabbJuatamcet w£ Urn 



tratk of tliis asserdonl Tiusf am haiSIa mW 
beanit' of a generation ^ now be^niinig to' 
wax alittle ancient ; and have, nndetiiably»' 
s6mewliat ondived their datms to high' 
dSstiaJistibn on the score d exterior at*' 
tAlctionsh* hot the crowt-ieet of encroach- 
es ^S^ ^^^ ohstmately winlwd'at hy them^ 
selves ; and, to others, they ^st, remain 
Wholly imperceptihle. Howerer^ heing a: 
little suspicions, that the inroads of these 
spbilers, may, at newly fifty, reqnire some 
coaadng to escape detection, they syste*' 
mAfilically ezclnde from their presence all 
olM(9tver^, wheneTer Ulness fereet thtetm to 
ohhift itoy of the cnstmnary duties at Aft 

mtetr 

Adela, who weOi knew, that hi what 
JM^S had been statitig respecting the' 
General, there was very little exaggeration,' 
felt' somewhat apprehensive that there might 
be bnt too mnch foundation for ascribing 
the same weakness to her father* She 
abstained, therefore, from making any tom^ 
inent npon what she had heard ; eniter« 
taining no sort of inclination to listen to at 
detail of circnmstaiices in support of snph 
attertkmsii Indeed, she co^d 'lidt ' bnt'^se-^ 

c6 
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ctedy wpiidef^ that a son^ professiiig tp* be 
tipoo good terms with his father, could 
endure^ so uqnecessarily, to proclaim that 
father's infirmities. A loQgerintjimacy with 
Jalios^ and . a \f\ill9r acquaintance with his. 
character,, gradaally ren[ioTed froni her all 
temptation to persevere in wondering at 
these instances of levity and indiscretion.. 
She fonnd him, in essential points, flisposed 
to perfonn his dnty^ and capable of well- 
principled and hononrable conduct ; but; in 
delicacy or forbearance, iii matters relating* 
to the prejudices or sensibility of others, 
he was utterly deficient : and not only 
towards indi^rent persons wa^ he tJ^iQS 
Qallons, but, from the evil habits fostered, 
by an erroneous, mode of ed^cajtion, an 
equal degree of hardness of heart extended 
itself towards his most intimate friends, his 
nearest connections, and even the parent 
whose mistaken indulgence had accustomed 
him to. respect no other feelings than his 
own. . ' ' 

• « * 

The journey from Bath to London, was 
performed with all the celerity that usually 
attend? the journeys of the wealthy and the 
idle; who^ from mere dearth of real business; 
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fipd. anmaement iq makiog a.builiMBS of f» 

pleasures ^^^ &ncy themselves . hbyrieil fae4 

jcanse they are impatient^ and' entitled t6 tfas 

promptest .obedient at every inn> becafa^e 

an air of leisure and tranquUlUy wodldf de^ 

dnct from.their conseqaence. ' : 

. When they arrived at General Cle veland 's 

door^ the evening was dready fartadvaaeedif 

yet Julius^ well acquainted witH * the iait 

boors to which his uncle's family was4iecn§^ 

touted^ assured Adela, that she. would be i» 

excellent time for Mrs. Cleveland's . dintier. 

Then, shaking hands with her> as she dM 

scended from the carriage, he said, he sh(](kild 

not alight himself, as he was in haste' to gefi 

to his fathers house, and change his di*ess».^ 

"And besides,'* added he, "I feel. half 

jadiped to quarrel with our frisky tiiicle 

for decamping so cavalierly from Bathi 

tand, very possibly, were we now to., meet/ 

might not have the resolution to resist givfog 

way to the unseemly propensity. So, go in 

by yourself. I will call upon you in the 

morning, and shall expect to hear a parti^ 

eular account of your reception* Mean* 

while, good night; take care of yoursdf, 

and be sure you don't behave like a little 
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mi^t aB<l nilfer jwnrstflf tobe bro#^ilei»^ 
k)r' ain^f of tftie <dd lad/s ni8<^ent am of 

Her bagg^ brin^ bf this tiitte removed' 
from tbe chaiee, a«d Adelit admitted intoi< 
tbe Boase^ he dwve rapi^y awlty. 

I)^ Bow^ surrotmded by strange ser-' 
Turtt^ in a^aeions ball^ unknfowing whieb 
W9J to proceed^ she addressed tbe most re^ 
specttlile in appearance amongst the girotip, 
«nd desired to be condncted to ber nncle. 

^ Tbe General is not at bome^ ma'an^^'^ ' 
Mswered tbe man. 

A young voioe was at tbat moment beard 
6om the bead of tbe drawing-room^ stairs^' 
enqnifing in an eager sort of lond whisper. 

^* Is that Mi8si:Jleveland ?- 

AdeYa raised ber eyes^ and beheld^ lean^*' 
Sng ^ver tbe banisters^ a girl of about four^^ 
teen <>r fifteen years of age^ very brown> and 
not eltremely unlike a little old faiiy ; but 
whose eyes were full of vivacity and intelli- 
gcfnce^' and^ who; the instant ber question 
wus answered in tbe * affirmative^ skipped 
nimbly down tbe stairs^ saying — 

" Come up into the drawing-roomy Miss • 
Clevehuid ; tl^re^s nooody tbexe^ for mamma 



uiA fl^ dsiers an;aoti baft I h»n Iiad' a 
foteboding bOl day, that yim would be herf? 
ia tlleevemng. Do come xxp, and one ofi 
the men will shew your maid into the hooe^ 
hee|ier*b iWMn«'* 

Addk^ condnding this cordial little peiH 
anaagewaaher imck's third daughter^ Ghria^ 
ta»a iClmreiaadf Tery readily consented tor 
follow bw : \mit, aa they 'ascended the staiitir 
she waa atartkdlqf^a lond chorus of laaghten 
proceeding firom a room wbich^ by its sitnaA 
^tti aW coi^ectQved^to be th0 dining par* 



^« 



^* . Ia; there . compttay : in the honsel? eli- 
qoiredshe. 

^^ Yea; a^party <tf gentlemen dined here: 
hut papa left than to the care <tf my breftfaer 
TaHiot abont aa honr ago» and went to^ gcfr 
all the support he could to a new play, 
Wfifeten by somebody he knows, and per- 
funned to^^ for the first time.** 

Whilst the little girl waa still speakiog^ 
she and Adela reached the drawings-roomy 
which^to thib lattei^s great comfort^ theevMN^ 
inglmng chill and damp> was cheered- by aii^ 
excelloot firs* < 
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i ** Wiirydb have atiy't€» or c6^c?^ (Sit^ 
manded her b»spitable- little 'fiSend^^" You 
look fotigued^ and I am sure it TTcmld ^o 
yotifgcbd*'* .. ' 

Adela^ finding that the day was farthert 
advanced than her brother had 6tispeel!ed> 
and hopeless of obtaining more substantial^ 
refreshment, gladly adcepterd the considerate' 
propdsal' of her youthful ^ptettaJtter^ who^- 
after ringing the hell, turnect hastily rottudfy' 
»9d said--^ i r- - »• - *-■ -' > 

"Dp you *:npriv, >Migs. Cl^velaiid, tll&t» 
your carriage, when I beard it stop, putnie-' 
into a terrible fright ^— Who do you* lilia- 

. > • • • ► ' ♦ ^ 

gine I took you for f ** :* 

: " For something mpre* ti'ejineiidous' than . 
;pou now, I hope, are disposed to think me/** 
answered Addfa, mndi amused hy the orijgii 
miity of her lcM>k and mariner. ; v * 

"Oil, a great deal* more so, I asshre you ^ 
For I suspected you to be a new tot mentor^ 
in the 3bape of a/ tali, rawb<»ied French 
woma% who is engaged . as my governess^ 
aa^ has been expected from the. country 
tiiese three days* Had it been her, I shouldr 
have run off to bed ; indeed^ I ought by this 
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time to have been snugly tncked np for the 
night; but mamma's maid^ who generally 
undresses me^ went out the instant her mis* 
tress*s carriage drove from the door; and 
for any of the Bettys and Mollys who re- 
main^ I don't care a pin : they have no au- 
thority to make me do what I don't like/* 

The appearance of a footman, ln*ingjug 
in a solitary cujp of cold, but immensely 
strong tea, interrupted Christina's loqnacity. 
Adela surveyed her black potion with st>me 
dismay : bqt hoping to render it more palate 
able than it looked by the inseition of aa 
unusual quantity of cream and > sugar, she 
placed it upon a table near her, and be^ed 
the man not to wait. 

As soon as he was gone— 

^^ To-morrow, said Christina,*' if that 
odious Mademoiselle Durochejr Is nof qome^ 
I will bring into your roona, the moment 1 
am dressed, my youngest sister, dear littlf 
Laura. She is only three years old, and the 
loveliest child you ever beheld. I dedare^ 
I think she i$ a goad deal like yon, only she 
^as different coloured eyes. I wish you coaI4 
l^ave seen her to-night, for I am su^e yoa 
will doat upon her." 
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^^ And upon ycm^ too !"* said Adela^ kiiid!^ 
takii^ herhaad — ^^* You are awaitn^heaftedj 
and dear little girl r 

** How very good of yon to say so ! I as- 
sure you I am no' favourite with any body i^ 
tlie liouse> exo^t with Laura and papa." 

'^^ I can hardly pity you if you are jsecnri 
of the affection of pur father !" §aid Adela, 
mentally reverting to Ber oiWii case. 

** Oh, yes ; papa is very gbdd-natuted to 
me^ and wh^ti I can make him laugh, will 
do any thing in the wdrld I ask. Mamma, 
Wwever, says ray jokes are plefaean : yet, 
she dlows, ^sometimes, that they are jokes, 
asd sinlks a litde whether she will or no. 
My eldest sister, Barbara, is too anxious to 
be thought a wit herself^ to telish anybody's 
hfm^mats but her own ; and for a very good 
feason, aa I mice heard cousin Julius say. 
She is, you k»0W| like myself, as sallow as 
a gipsy^ and not much higher than a walk^ 
log-stidc ; but being determined to acquire 
aonie celebrity, she sets up for a miracle of 
aceomplisfaments and science, and hates all 
riTmlt m knowledge, worse even than sh# 
Batea;a beauty ; for she knows, that with 4 
beauty she eattuet PMsiUy enter into com^ 
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J^^titm, and, therefore^ affects to despise so 
paltry an advantage/' 

^^ I am afraid^ however/* said Adela^ 
smiling^ ^^ she will soon have a formidable 
rival, even at her own weapons^ in you/* 

-^^ Oh, no ; before I am (4d enongh to be 
presented, (for mamma says, | shall not go 
out with her till I am twenty^ unless either 
of my sisters marry) she will be established 
in some, other family, or settled into a con^ 
firmed old maidj and all her pretensions will 
be over. But, mercy upon me! Don*t I 
hear another carrii^ at the door ? Qh; it 
must be my gaunt enemy, this time I Jit 
sounds exaody like a hackise^ O^adu flfid^^ 
I [siqipose^ has conveyed her terrific person 
hither from the inn at which she disem^ 
barked \ WeU, good night, dear Miss Cleve^ 
land ; I mil eff ! They won't bring her ill 
here^ iP I decamp— Good night. Papa will 
he at home by eleven o*clodc; but if yon 
«re tired, go to bed.** 

She Atm sean^red away, leaving Adef a 
half in doubt^ whether most to love be# 
^ravdcness and good-humonr, or to wonder 
^ her ceasefoss prattle and muestrained 
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, Finding the potent beverage which' had 
been brought to her, too nauseous for drink- 
ing, she took up a volume of tales from a 
circulating-library, and began reading ; at 
times, however, disturbed by the peals of 
laughter issuing from the eating-room, and 
somewhat surprised at such loud revelry in 
a private house* 

In about a quarter of an hour, Christina 
once more put her comic little face in at the 
door, and leaving it half open as she ad* 
vanced, said — 

^^ I have had a peep at the disguised gre- 
.jaadjer* as they shewed her to her room ! 
She is taller tfiafi ever^ and, with the weight 
of a single fi nger, were sh e to ^ply it, iQight 
xsTLsb my whole diminutive body! JboM 
Mess me, what shall I do with her ?• If Je:^ 
mima'had not got out of a gotermss's h^nds> 
she would h^ve wheedled mamma iqto |Hirt- 
ing with her, as she has formerly done with 
so many others : but I have hot the. smallest 
chsinfce of .prdcuring her dismissira without 
an as$ist&nt/* .i ' - . ' \ ^\ 

' '^Then, mydear little oousin,"«aid Adela,, 
^ would it not be good policy to resti*ain this 
violence of antipathy till.yoa know whether 



v.-; 



TRAITS OF HAtUHB. 45 

Ae deseiTes; it ? A gaunt look, is not always 
a proof of a ruthless disposition ; and this 
poor lady, notwithstanding her patagoniaa 
stature, may be found, upon acquaintance, 
very gentle and civilized " 

*^ Such a miracle is just possible^ I allow ; 
hnti in return, you must also allow, that it 
is not possible a dwarf should live with a 
giant without being overawed ! She may for-. 
bearj perhaps, to shake me to a jelly every 
time I afiront her : but I shall know she has^ 
the power — and hate her . accordingly ! " 
; At that moment, the dining-parlour door 
was hastily opened, and, the next, a gentle* 
man*s voice reached Adela*s ear from the 
hall, saying to one of his companions. 

^* In the D — Vs name, Talbot, whose 
great trunk is this, against which I have al- 
most broken my leg ?" 

^^ } know nothing of the matter. But the 
direction will telK Read it. Sir Patrick." 

^' For Mademoiselle Durocher, at General 
Cleveland's, Berhetey-Sqimre. And who is 
Mademoiselle Durocher ?" 

*^ A French governess, I believe, newly 
imported for my sister Christina.'* 
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^^ Confirand her huge trunk I What the 
deuce business has a French'^govemess with 
90f enormous a receptacle far her rouge and 
lj«r fly^caps ?" 

Other voices^ were now heard in tumultu- 
ous parleys as if the whole party was break- 
ing up, and presently, Adela distinguished 
the nasal tone of him she 'bad heard ad- 
dressed as Sir Patrick, saying— 

^^ Stop for me one moment, whilst I go 
up into the drawing-room to look for that 
pamphlet the General wished me to take 
home* I shall find it quicker than I can 
direct a seryant where to seek it.** 

And with a deliberate step, that an<*. 
nounced none of the ifiightiness of youth, he 
began ascending the stairs. 

Adela looked around for some means of 
absconding, and was hastenixig towards a 
ibldingrdoor that led into the adjoining 
room, when Christina, darting forward* 
turned the key in the lock, drew it out, and 
laughingly said-— 

^^ Oh, you shall not escape so easily, I 
promise you ! Why, it's only mammae's old 
cousin. Sir Patrick Harley. He*s a great 
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5?o"V Of t^ ladies, and M rick a$ a Jew. 
1 ***^ ™ake a conquest of him." 

bet .K*'.'''* "*" *^* '^ wmonstrate , f«r 
^re thu. speech was <piite ended, the- 

^y Baronet who wa, its subfecl, bieath- 
2 »hort, from the effort of mounting the 
stairs, abroptly entenjd. 
If the sight of his youtbfbl consin, stiU 

ao^ and figore were so striking, astonished' 
^^ yet more. He bowed, however , made 
a %ht apology for his intrusion, and ap- 
Proaching one of .the pier-tables, took i«,m 

t a pamphlet, and was moving back towards. 

ct ^"' v^'* ^"^'^^ ~" •^«' »^»«»> «»d 
<5atch,ng hold of his ann, said in a low 

h J?^*"' ^^ Patrick-how do you m^y 

^ "Like her ?- replied he, in the same tone- 
why, who is she ?" 

" Dear, can't yon guess, then ?—She i» 
n>y new governess ! The lady you have been 
accusing of wearing rouge, and so ungal- 
^y exclaiming against because of a Uttle' 
ittuise upon the shin I Don't you feel more 
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fpTgivingly disposed now you haye seen 
her ?'• 

^^ Indeed I do I — She's a most beautiful 
creature. But/ my dear little coz^ I fear 
you will soon plague her either into a con- 
sumptioUj or into another family !** 

" Oh, no ; I mean to behave surprisingly 
well to her, fot she has quite won my heart. 
Take care she does not win yours. Sir Pa- 
trick ; if you look at her with so much at- 
tention, I shall begin to tremble for you !'* 

Here, a loud and impatient voice from tlie 
hall, -was heard calling out— 

" Sir Patrick, we are off this moment, if 
you don*t come down !** 

Thus hurried, the Baronet with some dis- 
composure, quickened his steps, and rejoin- 
ing his companions, the whole party in a 
few minutes left the house. 

^^ Did you hear. Miss Cleveland, what I 
said about you to po<wr Sir Pat?" enquired 
Christina, as soon as h6 was gone. 

•^* Not very distinctly : but I suspect you 
have led him into some error." 

^^ He has departed under the firm per^ 
suasion that yon are the divine Durocher ! 
How I should enjoy, were it practicable, to 
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pat the same jmpositioti upon my brother* 
Bat he will recollect you, of course^ the 
momeot he sees yoo^ though, I belteve, it 
is four years sitice he beheld you last^ He 
has always spoken of you with prodigious 
admiration, and if he had suspected you 
were actually in the bouse, nothing in the 
World would haye induced him to go out/' 

Just then, the door was again suddenly 
opened, and a woman very shewily dressed, 
but of a vulgar and insolent demeanor^ 
bounced into the room, and totally regard<* 
less of the presence of Adela, rudely seized 
her young companion by the arm, sayi&g : 

"You are the most tiresome and dis- 
agreeable ehild I ever knew in my life! 
What's the reason you could not let Nanny 
put you to bed, hey> Miss ? She sayS, she 
offered to do so above an hour ago : but so 
you always serve me, you do, yoti little 
pk^e ! You force me to stay at home 
when my mistress is out, or else, you 
dawdle down here till past midnight ; and 
let me come in ever so tired, I'm always to 
bftve the job bf driving you up to your room, 
and 'Undressing 'you l-^But go your ways^ 
now^ as fast as you can, and beasafured, I 'It 
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sQmi^ d«y on.oth^f. make ypu. pay for these * 
prQToJmg tricks— I will r 

AmiWSfilL ,at tbe. woiiian*a. shrill i.vob^ 
n^nce^ AdeiJla regar4§d. her with mingled 
ii^gnatipx^ and diftgusU whilst the, frigl^h. 
cued Christina, h^r gay spirits quite sabdi}^^^ 
filtered' a faint. *^gwd nights** and cr#p(;. 
aw)iyi without daring, to. prpniitiii^Qf^.anostht^, 
sylkhle, 

*^ Poor little girl r r ejaf^ol^Mi M^i> 
wjieashe w^3:goq^,; "This is- th^ cppsf*- : 
cpienpeof b^ng^ to^n^ her oWfi .phrase, .' no . 
fmmrit^ I' Ahi 8m:ely> she oygjit to think 
it the gre^t^ qf blessjiiigs^ to exchanges the. 
lo^-piipaded ,a^ selA^h tyra^t^y .of a waiting* 
iqB|4> £^i this -.refispnahl^ B way of a well 

It^wa^^ i^gyfj as Mrs. ,H|irris«. thei arro*^ 
gantJjjfewPIttaftj.ba^jusjtly obs^ved^ near 
mi4lt«l^ ai^fli Adi^ b^agi impatiently to 
wi^.for jjie-rfsiprA of .the. Gte]!^eral>.to es(;9{^ . . 
ihi^ awVj?ii;rd9#ss pf^ b^ii^ pblige^.to .a^- 
iiouACQ h^i;$elfii shield her aunt reach home , 
before him«> The. fire ^ was nearly estin* 
giusbed i , Ao pp^ .cam^ near her to take . her 
orders., cen^rning^ sapper ; and the rpomi 
but scautilY . ligbt»d«^ lar|^^ and. very iofky. 



l*ked gloomy ^ and ' * dfepi^sshi^; ' Aflfek, 
from faerdisl£k»'of tte ou^Ibss aritf initol^irt ' 
manner of the servants she had hMl^rttii' 
seferi, fbtfebre td ring r though; after ^ttavel- 
ling' sa mahy* milei' -siiirccr a sUgfet' atld ettAy ''- 
dinner, she was really faint frdW want of 
nonriffhttient. Sfie contrasted 'this eottrfbrts 
of thii dear socidiblfe homte shrhad qaittfed, 
with the ne^ected situactiott iw^wfiicAi shfef ' 
was' now placed ; and; thrtwing"' heWelf 
tipon a sofa, cdld; chi^ferlfess; and fbridrny 
fdt almost tempted' to' weepi at th e * d^efti^j^ ' ' 
change. 

A carriage; at Jength drove hastily up 
to theildbr; and albnd; authoritative ktiordc; 
proclahnedthig rettim df some of ihcf family. 
Adela started from* her reeumbetrt ^dstttrei " 
and' endavoured to assume art ahr of greater 
che^fnlness. A quick* step was presently * 
heard ascending the stahrs i and; thfernext' 
moment, her uncle entered the room. 

" My poor Adela/ my deat nifeeeT 
cried hcj in an accent of the utmost kiiid-* 
Btfss ^. ** How I grieve that yoti have spent 
such a long, lonely; melancholy evening !^ 
I know not wfa/, but I liad perduaided my- 
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self yon would not be here to-night. Who 
travelled with yoo, and at what hoar did 
you arrive ?*' 

^^ My brother escorted roe, and we 
reached town, I believe, about nine o'clock." 
; '' bid Julius alight ?" 

" No, sir ; he was impatient to drive to 
my father's, and change his dress for some 
evening engagement." 

The General now began to enquire how 
she had disposed of herself during the few 
days she had spent at. Bath, and how she 
had left his brother. 

" Much better ;" replied Adela, " I 
resided in his house till Julius was able to 
set out with me, and heard excellent ac- 
counts of the progress of his recovery." . 

" But I hope you heard them from his 
own lips ? He surely did not admit you 
into his house, and yet refuse to see 

• Adela cast down her eyes, and faintly 
answered — 

^^ I was told my father was not well 
enough to grant me an interview." 

^^ Poor child ! This was most unkindly 
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rigorous. Bat we will not talk of un-^ 
pleasant strbjeets to-night. Tell me, have 
you seen any of my family ?" ' 

Adela, glad' to advert to a more en- 
livening theme; spoke in warm terms of the 
hospitable reception she had experienced 
from Christina ; and amused her uncle 
with an account of the deception she had. 
practised upon Sir Patrick Harley. 

^^ I need not/* said the General, laugh- 
ing ; *^ after so. characteristic an instance of 
the spirit by which she is governed, put you 
upon your guard against the mischief-loving 
Christina. She is as very a pickle as ever 
existed : but sensible and good-humoured, 
and, all things considered, not deficient ia 
attaching qualities. But, my dear girl, have 
you had any supper ?" 

'^ To own the truth," answered Adela, 
*^ I have, on the contraiy„ undergone the 
longest period of abstinence to which I ever 
yet was condemned ! It will do me' no 
harm, I dare say ; but I am sorry that, as 
it has been very disagreeable, it can claim 
no praise, since it was also wholly involun- 
tary." 

^^ You poor little famished creature ! 

d3 



V 



oS4 :rjMiX9'0? KATUjus. 

W.hy^d ypvi not rtftkeiiietter reared your- 
self? Why did you njot ,rmg the hell, and 
tell the servants .what; you chose to have ? 
^Bnt. come dawn with n^e now to mj rtudy. 
Mrs.. Cleveland, J ,beUevfi, will be late to- 
fiiighti for, if I am, not mistaken, thei^e is 
some engag^ment^.after the opera, ito a ball. 
You. jihall, therefcue^ on the preseut pcc^r- 
sion, be a guest in my iiegipa of rtbe house ; 
and there, J jshall be very .glad to accent 
the fragments pf your repaiSt: I cannot 
.expect you, .hungry as you :«'e, to be very 
Javish in your distribution ; but ,1 :prQmi9e 
,not to be too voracious." 

He then drew her .arm within :his, and 
,they descended to his apaartment, whejre she 
jspent jpearly an hour, much {deased by/fais 
courtesy, and enlivened by his ^ood-humour. 
^ rOn retiring to the ^partpient >wjbich had 
been ji^sdiigi^^ed to Jiei;, nothir^ .cou)d exceed 
the surprise with which ,ahe geieed anouriid 
her. It consisted of a Sriuall bed-chamber 
at the back of the house, faintly lifted by 
a single wiodow, facing a h^^ dead waU^ 
and communicated with a dressing-closet 
which might justly be denominated a baudair^ 
]beJLu^ unpirovided with ,«ny window at all. 



In the chimtie^ ^tobd a miserable Mlb 
'msty gi^te, ebntainftig Jfist fire enough, n8t 
toVarm the rodlm^ but to fill it, at every 
gast dMit Mew, with pUffs of sutfocating 
^Hioke. Neither shovel nor tongs appeared : 
bat a Ismail crooked old poker rested tpoh 
a broken wire fender, and was its only 
appendage. The furniture, coarse and 
Scanty, of this hinting dormitory, corres- 
ponded so well with its bther attractions^ 
that it had all the air of having been fiesHy 
iinported from a servant's garret. 

Much mortified, yet half inclined to 
laugh, Adela looked at Amy, who, sleepy 
and weary as she was, yet found voice to 
titter the most sarcastic strictures upon the 
scene before thenb. 

"it be all of 6ne piece," cried she, 
'^ with iBvery thing me haVe gieen in this 
^ne, shabby house ! Nothing but foolish 
■shew outside, and begg'^r meanness inside! 
'Ah, poor dear young Missy ! You got 
plenty, great heap of relations ; but you got 
but one comfortable home ! When you go 
isee your mamma;^ you be shut up like poor * 
prisoner, and have no speaky with any 
body ; and no love, no thanks for leaving 
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]>leasant friends^ imd shivering all long 
winter through, nin cold, loijely place ! 
When you go see yptir papa— ^oh, that be 
worse ! He bid you be shut up in one room 
always, and no give you welcome, and no 
see you ; and you nothing for do, but some- 
times cry, sometimes ready and,:ndw and 
then, take stolen walk with' Massa' Julius. 
.Then, you come see your uncle^ and your 
aunt, and your cousins ; and they all out, 
and yon have no victuals for eat, no friend 
for speak, and be put here, for smoke away 
air your white skin, and be made as black 
as Amy!" . ' 

Ad^la, now becoming sensible of the 
danger of encouraging, in her unguarded 
attendant, a spirit of discontent which 
might awaken so much enmity in the house- 
hold, cried out — " Hush, hush, my dear 
Amy, I will not suffer you to put me too 
much out of humour with this poor room. 
I own, that when I first opened the door, I 
was a little horror-struck ; but I am very 
tired, and I dare say I shall sleep as well in 
my faded check bed, as if it was made of 
damask. And, you know, we shall not be 
here very long." 
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^ Ah, me be glad of that ! Mrs. Somer- 
ville give you better sort of welcome than 
this !" 

Having dismissed the murmuring and 
fatigued Amy, Adela ifound, as she had 
prognosticated, the soundest repose in her 
unsightly couch, and arose, invigorated and 
refreshed, just as the young Christina, for- 
getful of the humiliation of the preceding 
night, and as gay as a lark, begged for 
admission at her door. 

'' Oh, Miss Cleveland !•• cried she, 
capering into the room ; *^ I have the best 
news in the world to tell you ! Only think, 
poor Mademoiselle Rawhead-and-bloody- 
bones has been so jumbled and pomelled by 
her long journey in the stage-coach, that 
she can't stir out of her bed. The maid 
who dressed me, has seen her, and found' 
her as hoarse as a raven^ and complaining 
of si violent pain in all her bones ; and she 
has desired, when mamnia awakes, that 
the maid will inform her how seriously 
indisposed she is." 

*^ And have you no concern at all for 
the poor soul ?'* 

Christina laughed, and answered-^ ' 

d5 
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^^ Why, not quite so mmkp ^ I P^^' 
ceiT^^ yoa think I ought. Were she any 
thing hut a governess, I really should feel 
for her a little : but bow can you ei^peet me 
to have much coinpaasiou for one, who 
belpn^^ to a cls\ss -of people I have been at 
war witji all my life ? That odious Mr^ 
Ha^'ris, who took the liberty, before yoa^ 
last ni^ht, to treat me ao impeirtinently, is 
not, fipon the whole, so hateful to .me as a 
professed governess. She gives me an iu- 
«plent scolding when I put her out of 
humour ; but then, it's soon over, and I 
have nothing more to do with her till the 
next day. Now a governess is always at 
one's relbow; if she does not storm, she 
ince^sioitly finds fault, a^id grumbles, and 
opotr.adiets, and pesters one with lectures, 
Qud watches every look, s^pd seams to think 
it the duty of her life, whether one sits, or 
stands, Uughs, or ciies^ to make one as 
uucomfortable $is she can. To do myself 
jmtjice," added she, axchly ; ^^ it h«s always 
been the study of my life, not to remain ia 
their deht. But with regard to this poor 
mademoiselle, Mrs. ConmiiagSi the house- 
keeper, has. been told what m arching jelly 
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»fife is, and, I itipposfe, Wifl seiitl tier il|> 
sonAe ^artti posset or c^her, tliat #ill set het 
to rights " - 

She then ptoceed^d to Sky, that she had 
been intb thfe iitil's61^jr the moment she was 
dressed, to ffetth her little sister, Lanra, in 
oi^fler to brifag her to Adela*s rbom : " But, 
ib Yoh ktibw. Miss Cleveland," coritiriued 
she, ^^ tBey would nbt trust Wr <vith me^ 
though she . almost cried tb come to me. 
Thiis was mere impertinence ih the conse- 
^tiential nurse ; for, at other times, I have 
very ofteti fcai*ried LaurA 'iil my arms, and 
had the sole ckre of hc^r for above ah hour; 
However, you will see the jirfetty little soul 
If ybti go down to papa*s rborti presently, '^ 
He always has her brbtiglit to him WWlst 
he i^ rft breakfait.-' - 

'' He told nfe so last night,' ahA invltBa 
the to breakfast with him ." 

" Deari I wish I mtght g^o wflfi fb^r 

'^ Arid wh;f should you tlot V^ 
'■ '' i 'm ^re 1 dbtft kno^, if ybii ^vt 
toe Ikkre:* then, taklffg Ad^laPJ Adnd^ 
" How ^ good*natured you are, my ofeai* 
. cousin r iht added, '' I shdil Ibfe you 
better tfilau 4toy body iti the tinlV«Hfe, ff ydH 
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continue thus kind and sociable with me* 
Jemima is sometimes pleasant and chatty 
enough^ but one is never sure of her ; and^ 
lately^ having gained the privil^es of a 
grown-up lady^ sbe has taken it into her 
head to look down upon me as if I had 
gone back to the days of pap, rattles^ and 
leading-strings. She forgets how very short 
a time it is, since we conned over our 
lessops together, and were both considered * 
as little school-room misses^ who were never 
to appear, except at dessert. Now, she 
thinks of nothing but going out, and being 
admired ; and makes me sick with her af- 
fectation every time I see her.'* 

^^ Was she at the ball your mamma 
and your eldest sister went to last night ?" 

" No, she is out of town for a few days, 
on a visit to one of my aunts." 

Then, casting her eyes accidentally upon ' 
t&e hangings of the bed, and from them 

4 

towards some of the crazy furniture with, 
which the apartment was decorated, Chris- 
tina burst into a hearty fit of laughter, and 
said — 

*^ How truly poverty-struck every thing 
in this room appears ! I never saw such 
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a ridiculous place in my life., I . wond^jr 
where they could find such a collection of 
lumber. It's worse even than o^r old 
school-room. I dare say, there is not an 
alms-bouse in the kingdom that is not more 
creditably fitted up. Upon my honour, it's 
a shame they should ever hUvfe dreamed of 
patting yon into such miserable quarters. 
And, tirfiidj suppose there should be ver- 
min in this old rubbish !" 

'^ Me hope," cried Amy, who was busied 
in arranging her lady's wardrobe in the tot- 
tering and solitary chest of drawers ; " Me 
hope, if there is, they will run fast, and^ 
when warm weather comes, stock all the 
whole house ! It would not be fair, if my 
young Missy keep them all to herself !" 
. Christini, staring first at Amy, whose 
person she had hitherto but slightly re- 
marked, and then, reflecting upon what she 
had said, again indulged an immoderate fit 
of risibility, and exclaimed--* 

" How I should be entertained to beholdr 
poor mamjna's consternation if a vulgar,* 
impertinent bug was to find its way into 
her delicate apartment! Or suppose the 



WhitiB thit)at of JemiAila, the nighl before 
sotme very splendid filey 'was to be marked 
ilt^ith rt|id diSgracefttl bites bf any of these 
nanseous creatutes ! Mercy upon me ! What* 
mi ittdescribable ftiss thet^ would bet I 
really don't believe, they Would think all 
London could furnish poison endugh to de- 
stroy such itisolent intruders ! — Barbara 
would be the best off in the midst of the 
bustle : she would set about making experi- 
ments 'upon Some of the little beasts ; and 
after dinner, to settle the stomachs of the 
(Company, might, perhaps, bring forth two 
or three^ in different states, to e^amln^ 
through a microscope! — I once heard of her 
d6ing this ^ith some dried earwigs." 

Adela, being now drci^sed, interrupted the 
ToluWe conjectures of her whimsical young 
fiiend, and they d^^t^etided to tihe Gerierar* 
I'ooln together. 

He feceivcfd thertt both Wfth the utmost 
cordiality. Adelft> in paftieulary whbs^ 
Io6k3 Wefe much imptoVed hf the refreslh- 
iiig rtpoUe ^he had cttjoyfedi be fegai^^iA 
#ith g^eat satisfactibil^ protecting, ai. Ae 
^ro^^heA to rectiivK^ hi^ otitstretkh^stt^ 



ba&d^ th^ the ei^t of so bloomiog tind 
cheerful a CQuntenauce \Vas enough ' to i«-» 
fuse good-humour into him for the whole 
day— 

" Or if yoUr gDod-huinotir, my dftar 
papa/' said Christina, '^ «ht>Uld meet with 
auy gtumbling-^blpck, go up into cousin 
Adela*6 s^artment ; and the r^aliug eight 
you will thei-e behold^ cannot fail to rtetore 
your fipirits in a moment !" 

The General^ patting her liead, enquired 
what she meant ? 

. ^^ Why^ I mean, sir," resumed she^ with 
great earnestness, " that they hate put my 
cousin into a sort of broker's magaaane for 
infirm goods ! She has tipt a chair^ or a 
table, or a dressing-glass that is udt in. so 
dangerous a state of decay, that the leiact 
touch threati^BS to niiake cripples of thtm to 
the end <^f time I — I am ceitain it €ould ho 
with no less thaxi the haaard of breakiaiip 
her bones by a'<^udden crash to th^ gMutid, 
that she could venture to repose iriipon any 
qi the seats so mli^ficeiitly {iroTided fos 
herr 

^\ Is. this iiecowit trae i^*' demMided "Afi 
Qefiera])i turuing hastily to iWddla« 
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She owned, that, allowing sbnaethlng^ 
for a lively imagination, it was perfectly 
correct. 

*^ How ahominably careless or insolent 
in that wooden-faced Commings !" resumed 
he, very warmly — ^^ I am quite indignant at* 
her, and really shocked and ashamed you 
should have been so scandalously accom- 
modated even for a single night ! But you 
may depend upon it my dear girl, the evil 
shall be remedied this very day/' 

He then rung the bell, and ordered thcf 
servant who answered it, to send the house- 
keeper to him directly. 
- ** She is just gone out, sir." 

*' Well, then, bid her come to me the 
moment she returns : and bring up break- 
fast.*' 

Whilst this order was performing, the 
gay tones of a child's voice- upon the stairs 
attracted the attention of Christina. 

" Oh, here comes our darling Laura !** 
exclaimed she ; and running out of the room, 
she presently returned, leading carefully in 
by the hand, the most lovely and engaging 
little creature Adela had ever beheld. Na- 
turally fond of children^ she raised her 
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fondly in her arms^ and iiDprinted a thou- 
sand kisses npon her rosy cheek* 

" Is she not a little angel ?" cried the de- 
lighted Christina. 

'^ She is grace and beauty personified T 
answered Adela. 

" You are undesignedly paying yourself a 
high compliment !" cried the General — 
*^ Laura has always been thought remark- 
ably like you.*' 

" And to say the truth/' in a half- whisper^ 
observed Christina^ '^ she has chosen no very 
ugly model r : 

" There never is any ugliness," said her 
father, directing towards her a look of 
kindness, ^^ where a genuine expression 
of goodness of heart ' brightens the coun- 
tenance!" 

'^ No, papa," answered Christina, laugh- 
ing, ^^ only a little sallowness of complexion, 
and dwarfishness of person, to which the 
eye, you know, ^nay grow so accustomed, 
as, *in time, to mistake them for beauty ! 
I wish, however, mamma would shew 
signs of a disposition to fall into this mis- 
take 1" 
' ^' Your mother allows that there is more 



play of • feattures/ more, charactter m yotir 
face, than .in almost finy 'sbe eirer saw/^ 

" Yes/ the «6rt of tharacter yon wttuld 
attribute to a female Robin Good-fellow! 
• But so ignoble, so Indicrons, so nnseemly 
in a girl of family ! . Well, well, never mind ! 
If ever I meet wit}i a merry imp like myself, 
WB will run into the woods togiefther, and live 
with the fairies,. " under the hhssom that 
hangs on the bought I am snre I shall 
never do to associate with men of fashion, 
and fine ladies.*" 

" Why you little cynic ! WhM makes ^on 
so severe against them*^ 

" Their excessive dullness, for one thing, 
papa ! All humour, and sport, and origina- 
lity, they call vulgar and low bred : and be- 
sides that, they require such an immoderate 
share of beauty, or of rank, or of wealth, 
to ^ouse them to attention, and dispose them 
to be civil, that I am always planning some 
future scheme of life that may take me out of 
the reach of their cold-hearted sneers. I can- 
not be happy, unless I am sufiered to laugh 
without being criticised for the width of 
my mouth; or permitted to capel* abd 
frisk, without being told I anitiDgraceftil !" 
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The Geoseraly^ianafrclefl Jby ildii^e N^lehigs^ 
.ndio^ in tfadir 6e?ireral wefys^iall stood' ao^hi^ 
iiiihis;£aivaiir : incited tomirdi by Chnsiina; 
softened iQto.> the tenderest /indalgence iay 
the lovely little Laura ; and insensibly 
drawn into honrly encreasing approbation 
by Adela^ passed a large portion of the 
morning in a manner so completely satisfac- 
tory to his feelings^ that on looking at his 
watch^ and finding the day so far advanced^ 
he was eyidently much chagrined to be 
under the necessity of preparing to go out : 

" But before I sally forth," cried he, '' let 
me have the pleasure, my dear Adela, of 
presenting you to Mrs. Cleveland. Chris- 
tina, go and see whether your mother is yet 
come down to breakfast. She was out late 
last night, and will therefore not be particu- 
larly alert this morning." 

The little girl obeyed, and returning in a 
few minutes, said her mamma and eldest 
sister were both in the back drawing-room, 

*^ And Laura has been enquired for ;" 
continued she. ^^ Mamma declares that she 
is quite angry at your keeping her so long 
to yourself." 
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*' Well, then, Latira shall go up stairs 
with ns ;"* said the General : and raising her 
in his arms, he led the way towards the 
apartment in which his lady was sitting. 



A. 
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CHAP. IV. 



ENCOURAGEMENT. 



Supported by the presence of her nncle, 
Adela, though anticipating a reserved^ per- 
haps a supercilious reception^ felt oppressed 
by no. peculiar timidity: but, armed to en- 
dure a rebuff without shrinking, she entered 
the drawing-room with as composed an as- 
pect, as if she had been going into an apart- 
ment she was assured of finding empty. 

^^ Mrs. Cleveland/V said the General, 
placing Laura on the ground as soon as he 
bad stepped a few paces within the room, "I 
have brought you two good girls, a daughter, 
and a niece, who are both anxious to ask you 
how you do. — ^This,^' continued he, taking 
the hand of his young guest, and leading 
her close up to the table, ** is Adela CleTe- 
land. Receive her kindly ; and till you 
have learnt to love her for her own sake, 
endeavour to love her for that of her family." 
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mire the traced of eminent beatity still visi- 
ble in the face and figure of her uncoociliatr 
iug hostess. 

With no such temptation to approve' 
could she afterwards direct her eyes tdwards 
her former associate^ the unaltered Bsirbara; 
between whom and herself^ a presentation 
less formal, but equally cool^ now took place; 
Even youths and a considerable d^ee of 
understanding, — misapplied, indeedy and nnr 
accompanied by either judgment: pi- difB* 
deuce — had no power to disarm the Criti- 
cisms which her personal . disadvantages 
called foith^ So much self-sufficiency was 
impressed on her countenance ; her voice was 
so singularly harsh and ctissonant ; and her 
manners were compounded of such insipf-* 
ferable affectation^, grafted on such unrdls- 
guised haughtiness, that whoever, knew her> 
spoke of her with confirmed aversion^ or the 
severest ridicule. 

General Cleveland remained' in the ro<oi|t 
bjut a short time after the Introduction of 
his niece; and either was, or chose to apn 
pear, insensible of the forbidding mannei; 
in which she had been received. Previoo^^ 
to his exit, he said. to his l^dy— ^ ..... 
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** You will remember your promise to 
make this good girl a little acquainted with 
the London world ? I recomniend heir to 
your care." 

Mrs. Cleveland condescended to bow as 

t 

she satf and the General^ bestowing a part-, 
ing smile npon the yoothfal traveller^ dis-' 
appeared. 
Adels- had been followed^ dn her entrance 

9 

into the apartment, by a favourite spaniel 
belonging to her uncle, towards whoni, as. a 
profound* silence fojr some time succeeded 
bis departure, she now directed her chief 
attention* As she was conscious of the rigid, 
scrutiny which she wa^ herself undergoing, 
she deemed it a fortunate circumstance, that 
any object presented itself on which she 
could bestow her notice. . . 

" Surely,** thought Mrs. Cleveland, during 
the contemplative survey in which she. In- 
dulged herself of Adela's face and form, 
" surely the laughing giaces of my sportive 
Jemima will far outweigh the attractions of 
this extraordinary girl ! She looks too sen- 
sible, too discriminating for our present r ice 
of young men : she has a native loftiness of 
port, an air of calm superiority which will 
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repel anJd overawe them. Admired she will 
doubtless be j but feareJl too we shall be- 
hola her, and, consequently, obnoxious to 
a thousand sarcasms, which my flighty, but 
insinuatiufi: little Hebe, without half her real 
beauty^ will escape. 

This conclusion, for the present, in some 
degree, ' set iier mind at rest, and she was 
beginning to address to Adela a few civil 
enquiries on the subject of her journey, 
when perceiving Christina standing near a 
window,' she peevishly exclaimed—- 

^^ What are you doing down here, child ? 
Hajve you no lessons to set about in the 
school-room?" 

" I have no one to do my lessons with, 
mamma ; my new governess is ill in bed.'* 

^ And at your age, are. you incapable of 
sitting down to write a copy, or to learn a 
verb without a governess at your side ? For 
shame ! — I hate to see you loitering about 
in these apartments ! — It has a shocking, 
neglected, vulgar look when visitors come 



m." 



*^ But^ mamnaa, what do you most wish 
ine to set about ? Must I write, or read, or 
practise, or draw, or dance to my own sing- 



ing {\ 



OP VA-mnEi 7% * 

.^^ Dite^ be.pevt^ Misft^Chiisty ! YoQp own 
singing is an excellent match for ^yoar^owi!! ' 
damping ;. I ^«8tioa i^ethter,eithbr the one 
or^tfafe other wiU ereiS'^ b&fil. for^ any higher * 
prefetments^ Biit^^o and^tchnse <y0ttr^>occtt^ 
pation ; I hardly care what it is ;— only, ' 
don't iremaiBft ^ here, - cmwfiog from ^x>ne wio^ 
donr to $h^>b«he^ an«kip€nrpetaaUy tbiiisting^^ 
yourself 'in mynway. t If yowviinew&igotei^i I 
ness is not well enough to begin her -task ^ ^ 
with' yoa ^ to-«iorrow,^ ' I ^ shall ehqiiiM ^ for 
sosaebqij else^^ TUerey make haste -and - 
leave .tbe8et4ifCN>nis/I x 

Hie^moiiified 'tittle ^Tl.tlnwvllilkg)y«hl^-^ 
ed thifi^ -pe0e]»|ytei!y ccNUOMmd ; anid Adldi, * 
wfaeit she 'Sawiher-'depart^'fslt .Bcnrry; noti to . 
accompany he».> . . • 

^^ Whatiare your plans Ibpj^this^^tnwniog,^ i 
Barbara ?'' said M t»; ClevelaMl, ^hetfieldest' 
daughter .^i 

^^ I have three masters'^^conriftg^i^ma^am^j 
I expeqt.one:iof ,tbem .'diree6ly> anditfaei othei' « 
two will engage me till fbor*^ -dieik,?'^ 

^^ Haya yoa ianyinclinaitiooy wh^'^they 
are all gone, to drive to . a few; shopf iriirh - 
Mi^s Cl&v^^andcand x{iei?? 

£ 2 
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:^' NoDo in the worldj ma'am ; I hate all 
tho«e sort of places." 

" WelJj then, I shall order the carriage 
at three. MUs. Clevelaodt you will have 
the goodness to he in readiness at that 
timer 

Adelahowed; and Miss Barbara*s siog^ 
ing^'ihaster being announced, that yonng 
lady retired into atiother room to take her 
lesson. 

.When she was gone, Mi'Sr Cleveland 
having ordered away the break&st e^nlpage^ 
and consigned Laura to the care ol her 
nurse, sat down before a beaotifnl little in* 
laid wri$ing>-desk, to answer some notes. 

<^ I suppose. Miss Cleveland/* said she 
to Adela, whilst trying her pen, ^^ You are 
no jot behind-hand^ with the rest of our 
modern misses, in the variety and extent of 
your accomplishments? You are a great 
musician, I presume r 

^^ An inoffensive one, at least, ma'am i for 
I never play before company.*' 

" What is the talent upc» which you 
most pique yourseJf ? '* 

^[ I am pierfeetly aware^ that, in London^ 



where so many must surpass me^ I have no 
title to piqne myself upon any/' 

^< Thank heaven! Then I shall not he 
condemned to the horrible annoyance of 
hearing you and Barbara straggling for pre« 
eminence in shrill singing ; or whilst she is 
stunning me with the noise of a grand piano- 
fort* in one foom^ hare to indnre the cease- 
less twanging of a harp in the next !** 
; A^la langhingly assured her^ that she 
had neither of these evils to fear $ and then^ 
seeing her preparing to write^ she thought 

■ 

the moment favourable to steal cjuietly 
away. 

But though glad to escape from this 
frigid lady of the house^ it was no easy 
matter to know where to go. . Without 
forming some regular and independent plan 
1^ morning occupation^ she foresaw that 
her present abode would soon become in- 
sufferable : yet> so dark and uninviting 
was her own apartment^ that it was the last 
place to which she could feel any wish of 
i*epairihg ; and where . else to- gd^ without 
being ati intruder^ she was wholly ignorant. 
Howevef, for the present/ she resolved to 
Ascend to the room in whiph she had break- 

£3 



&ated : land thither/> whilst «her^a» \&eki»g 
over the neWfSpaperj a seryant/ "wbo ^bad 
.'^4leea^her' come fdo^n^ tpfefiently i wth^ted in^ 
her brother. ^ 

''Well, Adela/ cried hie, ''ho^wrdo-ydu 

jBiid yoord^f in- this l^ad of imcleB^^atmte^ 

. BMkd eoufiiiis ? ! Hate th^ beiso ^civil to * you ? 

. Did>you like your ttc0pti0Osi 'Aad<4Q'yoU 

think you^^hall \iketi4m?^ 

'^My rqe^tion was pre^y*iKiiith'«ilob as 
I es^peeted: my uncle^was biAd -a^id eorAtal ; 
the iadies'^omewhat iBote^reBeryed. ^Bui if 
I had aay^ thing to do, '^or anywh^^'to fiit 
without being in Mrs. Cleveland's way, I 
;^bould}be perfeotly contented.** 

''Uave^you-no dreatiog^room, ;thienr* 
Adela, .balffsmiling, shook hen bead; 
fftOd J:U]iift8, huti little concerned for herdo- 
rfl(iestic.oomforl9,iproceeded to enquire whai 
-Mrs.' Gle^i^land ineant)to do iiritii herin-the 
'«vmtag ? 

^'J have not heard ; nor.^cao I at alLgoess 
whdt. are her ipkns in tfaat>respeet. (She' has 
^ignifiedtp me her iDtention of taking me 
.ontiin the carriage at. three o'clock.*' 

''ProdigiQiialyxoiidjCBceiiding ! But where 
•is she ?-~In the badk dcawiog^tdom^P^ 
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Come^ come up with me^ and you isnall 
hear a specimen of the cavalier style m 
which it is most politic to treat all such 
stately dames. She will be ten times more 
civil to you, if I am a little impertinent to 
herr 

He then^ almost forcibly^ dire w Adela's 
arm within his own^ and insisted upon her 
accompanying him lip stairs. 

The whole way they proceeded^ the 
pierciiig tones of Barbara's voice^ as she 
pursued tier singing-lesson^ assailed their 
ears. 

''^How infinitely I should prefer/' said 
Julius^ ''if, of two evils I was forced to 
chuse the least, the screams of a butchered 
pig under my window^ whose ham and 
bacon should supply my table^ to the wholly 
unprofitable screams of our equally un- 
tuneable cousin !" 

On entering the room in which sat Mrs, 
Cleveland — 

''Well, my dear aunt/' cried he, "my 
sister tells me you are going out at three 
o'clock, so I came lip to ask you how you 
do, and to enquire what your schemes are 
for this evening. Are you going to Lady 

e 4 
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Wilbrooke*s assembly^ or to Mrs. Sulivan's 
ball?*' 

*' No ; we have not had cards for either ; 
and^ to own the truths we were out so late 
last nighty that I shall be heartily glad not 
to stir this evening/' 

^' Have you any party at home ?** 

'/None at ail." 

" Well, then, I will beat up f*or a few 
recruits to /come and enliven your fire-side. 
Who shall I send to you ? Has Barbara 
never a spruce little lover who would be 
glad to catch at this quiet disengaged op- 
portunity of paying his court? Adela, as 
yet, we know, can have made no London 
conquests : but I will pick up some pretty 
agreeable spark or other, whom it must be 
her business to send home with the heart- 
ache, and to fix permanently in her chains.^* 
" You seem persuaded," said Mrs. 
Cleveland, dryly, ''that your sister is come 
to town with vehement intentions of co- 
quetry and dissipation !'* 

''To be sure, my dear madam ! Did you 
ever yet know a handsome girl, who, on 
first arriving in London, wished to spend 
her evenings, mum^chance, with a jaded. 
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^l^py» family ; party ^ Does Jemima^ when 
she is at home> often suflferyou to condetna 
her to do such penance ?'— By the way^ 
\fhere is Talbot P Though he is only a 
cousin^ he would do for a flirty AdeUj 
very tolerably^ till you get a better. 

''I am not entirely certain/* said Mrs. 
Cleveland^ less and less pleased at the turn 
of this conversation^ ''that Talbot is quite 
of a disposition so prone to flirting as you 
would give me to undervtand might be 
wished !** 

'' Oh^ therei my dear aunt^ I can assure 
you that you are entirely mistaken I When 
Adela was a little creature^ not older than 
Christina^ Talbot was so enamoured of her^ 
that it almost broke his heart to be obliged 
to leave her : and I dare say, that* every 
evening which you devote to retirement and 
home delights^ he will be enchanted to re- 
new his early homage at her shrine, I 
shall make it a point to find him out if he 
is above groundj and to let him know what 
a treat awaits him tO'^night in your drawing 
room!** 

'' What a very grrat pity it is/ my d«aff 
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nephevf, titat noicae can iieTfound out^ wlio 
either can^ or ^ill^ exercise «dj vcontropl 
o^er that wild ^ndiCattUng too^e of yours f* 

''I know iiot any one who has taken Biioh 
unweari^ pains to effect tiiat business as 
yourself, my kind anst. I am sorry you 
find me so totally incorrigible. Hang up 
the fod, however, for the present, and in 
return fM the pains I am now going io take 
in the family seryioe-^fiMT, remember, I 
dall try and enlist a loter for Barbtsa as 
well as my sister — wish me a friendly good 
morniog/' 

He then, disregarding her rductancej 
shook 'Mrs. Cleveland gayly by the Itaad; 
nodded t6 Adela, and departed. 

Adela, whilst this dialogue wad pasfeii^j 
at which isbe could by no means suppress fei 
secret smile, had drawn a chair towards a 
work-frame standing near a windowj and 
employed herself in going on with the pat- 
tern she there saw begnn. Mrs. Clerelaml, 
when they were again left to themselTes, 
thanked her for the trouble she was takidg^^ 
gave her some directions about the i^ilkfi die 
was to use, and vfttbout alluding io the 
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eonversation m which she had been engaged, 
resumed her pen. 

The arrival of some morning visitors^ gave 

, '•''ii'i*' 

the first interruption to the mutual silence 
the two ladies observed. Adela^ indeed' 
after the entrance of the company^ remained 
as taciturn as ever : but Mrs. Cleveland be- 
tame voluble, and in some degree/ enter- 
taining : yet a spirit of detraction charac- 
terized almost every observation she made, 
which miserably deducted from the plea- 
sure that a good-natured auditor might 
otherwise have derived from her powers oF 
conversation. 

These guests being gone, and the car- 
riag'e announced^ Adela, receiving a hint 
to get ready^ ran up stairs to equip Herself, 
and then accompanied her aunt to her shewjr 
vehicle. 

They drove first to a milliner's ; and as 
they proceeded, Mrs. Cleveland said, that 
Bhe had determined on going, after an early 
dinner, to fetch home her daughter Jemima 
from Hampton. 

''And yesterday,'* added she, ''we had 
the offer made us of places for to-night, in 
a private box at the play. PeVhaps you 

e6 
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would like to ^o ? Barbara^ it is very ^pro- 
bable^ may not chuse it : but Christina 
will be enchanted if I give her permission 
to be of the party ; and you would both be 
perfectly safe under the protectioa of the 
lady to whom the box belongs/* 

'' I do not know any scherae^^ said Adela^ 
''that would give me greater pleasure. I 
have long wished to see a play performed in 
London/' 

" Then> whilst we are at the milliner's^ 
I will send a servant to Lady Dunbar^ the 
proprietor of the box in question^ to say 
that two of our family, at leasts will be 
happy to accept her offer.? 

This point being arranged, very little 
more was said till they arrived at their place 
of destination. 

Hie milliner^s door was thronged with 
carriages, and her apartments were crowded 
with fashionable and elegant women.- Mrs. 
Cleveland's entrance, however, failed not 
to obtain du4^ attention from the simpering 
mistress of the house, and her obsequious 
assistant damsels. The new visitor, paraded 
through the rooms with the grave deliber- 
ating air of a general officer^ reviewing his 
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troops : and on her insinuating^ at last> that 
her purpose in comings was to bespeak 
court-dresses for herself and one of her 
daughters^ such a quantity of patterns were 
produced^ so many colours described^ and 
such innumerable compliments paid to her 
well-known taste^ that Adela wondered she 
was not too much confused to distinguish 
one piece of finery from another. But^ 
seated in state upon a sofa^ Mrs. Cleveland 
listened to these adulations with affected 
indifference^ yet internal complacency ; de* 
cided aloud upon the merits of the various 
silks^ laces^ and trimmings proposed; and 
seetned to enjoy her, fancied pre*eminence 
with all the mock dignity of a theatrical 
ijueen. 

Meanwhile Adela^ though soon fatigued 
by her aunt's fastidious indecision^ was 
amused by the novelty of the general scene, 
and by the different groups assembled, in the 
rooms. She civilly^ yet perhaps, not with- 
out some secret regret, told the youdg at- 
tendants, who were perpetually coming: for- 
ward with some new temptation in their 
hand, that, as it was not* her pr^se^t > in- 
tention to o)ake any purchase, she beigged 
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\hej would give themselves bo trouble 
iaboiit bet. Indeed^ she knew not tbat she 
Tiad any right to supply the deficiencies of 
ber attire at so expensive a repository ; and 
prudently declined every solicitation to ^'see 
bow she would look'* in any of the pretty 
'decorations which they chose to bring be- 
fore ber. Amongst those^ who, opportunely 
for ber fortitude, assisted most powerfully 
in drawing off her d,ttention from the for- 
bidden finery, was a lady standing before 
n large looking-glass, trying on a succession 
)>f hats, 'caps, and bonnets. She was young, 
And Very beautiful ; dressed in elegant and 
"biecbiiiing mourning, and smilihg, playful; 
land whimsical as a spoiled child, who ha^ 
wit enough, however, to laugh at Us own 
iFblly. His^d-dresses, which seen upon the 
band, a^ipeared prieposterously fantastic&l, 
dr eteh ugly, placed carelessly over her 
luinriant hitir, acquired power to please; 
and produced a graceful effect. She alone 
Was dii^^atisfied : the friend who accompanied 
ber ; ^be young shop- women, officiously 
Buppiyiiig her with fresh food for experi- 
ment, vaibly endeavoui'ed to prove bow 
inimitably all shaped a&d All colours were 
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'snitod ^o her countehance and compl^xido; 
She shrugged; made a thousand comic 
grimaces ; inveighed againt the fasbioos of 
the year ; threatened to •become her own 
milliner ; and in conclusion^ ^' because they 
Were the least frightful/* orderly iiome 
three of tiie most costly iMngs in the 
house. 

These coqifetish airs^ bowev^ wearisome 
they kaight be to tiidse who M^re .compielled 
to humour them, afforded Adela so much 
amusfement^ that she knew net how to look 
away a moment. But becoming si^sible^ 
at lengthy that the brilliant eyes of the ea^ 
pricioo^ beauty were fireqireiitiy directed 
towards her> she rejoined lier aunt^ atid 
only permitted herself to pursue hbr obier-^ 
vations lit a distanee. ' 

The important affair of the odurt-dressei 
being now atijusted^ Mm. Cteveland arosfe 
to dep4rt. As she passed from thb upp^r 
end of the room towards the door> her 
eyes accidentdly rested upon the fkir object 
vt Adela's admiration. A gracious and 
most insinuating smile took possession of 
her features^ and Ibe waui beginning to 
speak^ wheo^ either through iuftdVeitencjr 
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or design^ the youthful ladj^ turning 
abruptly from her^ snatched up a lace veil 
from a table at some distancej and asked 
the milliner its price. 

Mrs. Clevelaod was struck dumb by this 
apparently marked instance of disrespect. 
She drew her head> always erects to a 
prouder height than ever ; and even through 
the deep-coloured rouge with which her 
cheeks were overspread^ a flush of extreme 
anger became obvious to every eye. Some 
simpered^ others wondered^ and all shrunk 
back to leave the path she was pursuing 
unobstructed. 

On re-ascending the carriage^ Adela felt 
DO surprise, that after such an affront to 
her pride, her incensed companion seemed 
determined not to utter a syllable. The 
coachman was ordered to drive immediately 
home ; and the two ladies separating the 
moment it was in their power, Adela went 
up to dress for the early dinner projected 
on account of the play, and Mrs. Cleve* 
land bent her thoughtful steps towards her 
own apartment. 

Christina^ soOii after the return of h^r new 
friend^ tapped Atrbcc4oorjAiid being immedi- 
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Btely admittedj began^ io the highest spirits^ 
to relatej that her mother had j ust sent \o 
inform her^ that she was to enjoj the indul- 
gence of being permitted to go to the play.^ 

'^ And only thinks my dear cousin^ it is 
Shakespeare's King Henry the Fourth; the 
very play I h^ve been dying to see ever 
since I heard a gentleman who dined here, 
describe the effect it produced upon him 
when he first read it ! Do tell me^ cousin, 
what has put mamma into such good- 
humour, as to induce her to let me be of 
your party ? Where have you and she 
been?' 

'^ Only at a milliner's; and 1 know not 
that any thing occurred there, remarkably to 
delight her/' 

" Did you buy any thing pretty ?*' 

^^ No, my dear Christina ; I am not rich 
enough to buy pretty things at so extrava- 
gant a place." 

'' And did not mamma make you any 
present ?'* 

^^ I had no wish that she should." 

" Ah, well— ril tell you what; if ever I 
am a married woman, I am determined ^ot 
to take any young and single relations to 



^ §0 Traits of SAi'tfifE. 

the most tempting places in lMkd6n, attd 
'let them come away as ^mptj baddi^d ks 
ihej wentin !" 

Adela now enquired how the poor goVer- 
' hess wak going on. 

^ ^' Much the same^ I beli^ve^** answered 
' Chti^titia, ^'1)ut I have not h^ard very lateljr^ 
for' sister Barbara has been employing me 
^almost eter since you went Out^ in cleaning 
for her the glasses of a telescope which she 
has- had carried up into one of the maids 
Aisty garrets^ and through which she nieiul^s 
every night to amuse herself in gazing at the 
stars. What a pity this fancy did not take 
lier whilst the last comet was still visible ! 
^It would have been sure to look mighty 
bright^^seen through the smoke of a thousand 
surrounding cbimniesi And so^ for that 
mait^r^ will the stars. But this is the least 
"part of the evil. The poor maids^ justly 
enough^ I believe^ imagine ihat she' means 
to pursne'heir observations >^ith the window 
open^ after they are in bed ; and they are 
sneezing already at the mere idea. And I 
should not wonder at all if, in defiance of 
vulgar prejudices, she was to appoint her 
tastronomy master to give his lessons up in 



r 



/the saind ^arrel^at twelve o'clock^ at tti^bt. 
-Poor Jenny and • Betty^ 'ahd KD^Hy ' add 
P^gy ! How they would staire- and bfifts 
' themselves/' 

*' And rery well they 'might !'* cirfed tlic 
bugkng' Adda, '' I i^hall now begin' to be 
extremely thankful that the prospeet of the 
heavens from my window is so securely 
blocked 'tip by the opposite wall ! ''But hoW 
"is it tbatiybur sister fidds time to accom- 
modate these scientific speculations ^with 
the dissipatioEiis of a London life, and the 
rpurbttit of tighter accbmplisfameftts-^tich 
as singing/ playing on the piano-^forte^ dait- 
eing^^fitid probably^ many others i" 

''Shall I confess the tr^asbndble tboiights 
I have had npon this 'sdbj^ct?'" iitid'Ohfis^ 
tina, looking v*ry^ droll; -' myrfotidn *is — 
but don't betray me, d^ar cousin — that 
Barbara's pretensidns to s^ieiice are all a 
jvggle ! • Nobody- has hitherto-presumed to 
question her very closely, and ^be talks 
60 confidently, that her superiority is taken 
for granted. Half the folks she meets with 
are, like mamnmsmd Jemima, friglitened at 
her hard words, and becalise »he ][^u%^)a 
them, they give her credit for -being th^ 
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prddigj of the age. Bat I donH believe in 
the tenth partDf these marvellous' acquire- 
ments ; and one reason for my incredulity 
is^ that she has never been abl^^ when 1 have 
asked her to give me an easy explanation of 
any of the learned terms she has used^ to 
make me understand one syllable she. has 
uttered^ veithont having recourse to a Dic- 
tionary or a Cyclopaedia^ by which I might 
have cleared the obscurity much better than' 
by applying to her at all/* 

'^ My dear Christina/' said Adela^ '' ybu 
should remember that it has always been 
deemed a task of extreme difficulty^ to com* 
municate knowledge^ in easy^ explicit terms^ 
to the ignorant and unprepared. Defini- 
tions^ which^ to you and me^ would appear 
so ^hard to comprehend^ that we should 
stumble at the very threshold^ and require 
to have even the explanations explained, 
mighty to the person who uses them^ ap- 
pear as simple and familiar^ as the com- 
inonest words repeated in daily conversa- 
tion," ' 

[^ Well> dear cousin^ you are an excdient 
^dvocatCj though^ 1 believe^ in a laihe causei 
I would not give sixpence for that know- 
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IsAge, inrbicb^ having been obtained in the 
yqlg»r tongue^ wr^ps itself up, after a littie 
vbile^ in such a cloud of pedantic jargon^ 
that it loses the power of being understood 
by anj thing short of a witch or a con* 
juror ! But> pow, let us talk again about 
the play. Do you knqw that Barbara was 
highly affronted at munma-s decidbg for 
ber that she would not like to go ? And 
I0| she has determined, from the mere love 
of contradiction, * and by way of proving^ i 
ber independence, to honour 41s with her 
company. I wtsh my btotheri kqew of out » 
icb^me ; J am syre he Vt^duld accompany 
us ; but b^ k gone to some place, ten or 
fiftem miles out «f t^wOi to see a grand 
boi^iag' match. I wond^r^ humane as be iS| 
be can bear sucb adisgiistiog> savage exbi* 
bition, But I dare say« that those noi^ 
men who dined here yes^t^day^ drew him 
into the eK«ur»ian« almost whether he wduM 



or no.'? 



Adela WM now ready, and hearing Mrs, 
Cleveland go down, the immediately de« 
scended likewise; and soon after, dinner 
was announced. 

Wbilit they vrero taking their pUcct at 



table J ihe^Gfeneral^ > who Jistd an tengagement 
somewbere ^ elsejt - returned - liooie to ^ dress*. 
He loak^d-ia*upei| them a moment; asked 
' Adela^ wttb great kfndnes8> how she had 
spent ^ her - morning i Enq^iired after his 
son^ whofiS/arbsence he- did not till then 
seem, apprised of •;' said their sou{^ smelt ex* 
ceUent^ wished them a good - appetite^ and 
disappeared^^ 

Mrs. Xlevelandy ^ by ^no means recovered 
frqm the 4isturt)aiice which her temper had- 
undergone atthe*milliner's> threw a damp 
over ^ the spirits of - all who remained^ 
thi|>ugjboi]t the* whele meal ; Bl^bara^ and 
hep youngt sister^ who, this di^ was allowed 
to disendow stairSi regarded* their mother 
with ei^ident rarpris^ }• but so little was the 
former accustomed to take an interest in' 
Mi^. CleTeland's feeliktgs ; and so i11> • the 
latter was persuaded, would any interroga- 
tions- ha^e been borne fr<Hnher> that nei* 
ther the one nor the other chose to seem • 
otheswise sensible of her solemnityv than by 
obserring a silence nearly as strict as her- 
own. 

At length, the General's chariot drove to 
the^^loor^ -^fbicb/ w his lady wanted her 



o^n,co%93hu she,>a4 orderp4 'to corjyey.tl^e , 
yo.uqg.paj^t; io.the lu>u3e.of Ladj{DuQbar. , 
Ths. ts^cituro . trip alertljr st^urted up— flew , 
foe their «, gloy^s . ao^ fans^. and. taking a 

■ 

hasty leaye, oC M^8« C^eyeland^.wei^e spep4« , 
ingl. thrqugh. the ^ hf 11 .to the^ . street door, 
when the General came forth. from his . 

drf^^sing-rpoqii— 

'^ Where m^ jrpu all going, my go^d. 

giriB?" eaqvire4>e., 

Barbara,told;)iin). 

'' Bi^t how cara^ you," fesumed he,. '^ ta , 
order m J carri^gjs ? I am goipg out to din- 
ner, and it rains so hard I shall never be 
able to ge^ » hai;ki»ej7Coa9]|i.^' 

" M^ioiq^ is gQing in hers to. fetch Je-< .. 
migia." 

He was silent a . few seconds, . as . if delir 
bera^t^ng bow. to, settlje the point; and^ theq, 
with, the gre^te^t gqpd-buipour said^ — 

'^ yV^\\, get iuj, get^iuj^ and I must tajte , 
Christjina on iny lap^ The . coach man shall 
set^you .dowp ^t fia^J ^m^^^'^r before he 
prpcesds .with pae to .my,pl%cf of engage- 
ment/' 

A4cla.knew pqt whetjbej ippst to Jove or 
admjjre.thp pveein^js, qf tapper that^ in- . 
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duced him thus cheerfully to submit to a 
usurpation so few men would have borne. 
Even Mr. Somerville^ good-natured and in- 
dulgent as he was, she yery much suspected 
had been too long accustomed to a coniplj- 
ing wife, not to have rebelled under similar 
circumstances. 

At Sir James Dunbar's door already stood 
in waiting, a solidly-built, and spacious 
family coach : the punctual owners were 
both in readiness to enter it, and sending 
word to the young hidies that they had better 
step from one carriage to the other with- 
out losing more time by alighting, they 
came down themscffves as soon as the ma- 
DC^uvre was performed; and whilst the 
Oenerars light vehicle drove off, joined 
their fair charges, and rolled heavily away. 

The baronet and his wife were well ac-» 
quainted with the two sisters, btit to Adela, 
of course were utter strangers^; it fell 
therefore to the Jot of Barbara to introduce 
her, and she experienced from the worthy 
Caledonian pair a reception unostentatiously 
polita. 

Nothing but the delight of the animated 
little Christina could exceed the pleasure 
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with which Adela attended to every scene 
of the play. The cold indifference^ whe- 
ther affected or real^ of Barbara^ gave her 
no molestation^ for she resolutely forbore 
remarking it ; the heavy comments of Sir 
James Dudbar^ she equally closed her ears 
against ; and the drowsy apathy of his lady^ 
after being once shotked by a casual viefr 
of it^ she determined neither to look at^ 
nor think of again. Whenever Hotspur 
canie on the stage^ her memory recurred to 
his wretched little namesake in Devonshire; 
and the more strikingly his spirited, enter- 
prizing, and impetuous character was dis- 
played, the more ludicrous appeared to her 
so unfortunate a mis-nomer. 

The play being over, it was deliberated 
amongst the party, whether it would be 
worth while to stay the entertainment, or 
whether, as they had but one gentleman, it 
would not be better to get away before the 
house began to emply. Barn^ara voted for 
their immediate departure ; Ad^la felt half 
desirous to stay, but modestly beld^back 
from giving any opinion) Lady Dutibar 
hearing the after-'pie^e was founded on a 
Seottish story, was well disposed to unclose 

VOL. II. F 
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h€K eje9> and keep Her seat ; and Ghrlation 
was most earneat in her aoHcitMiiws to re^ 
maio. . 

« 

'^ And if WQ waut anetfaer gentleman to 
take care of ua to the carriage/' cried aiie, 
'^ I haw juBt e^pyed one^ who will, I dare 
ss^j^ be proud of the office. Yonder stands 
Sir Paitrick Harlej^ in a box almost by him* 
self^ looking jas if it would be charity to 
give him soB^thipg to do. The first time 
he tiirns his hea4f I will, beckon him this 
way ; and see whether he . does not come 
with all the alertness of the ^ feathered mer- 
cury// we have been hearing oi in the 

play." 

'^ Gude troths my sprightly lassie/' cried. 
Sir James^ ^' I doubt whether the wor- 
thy biironet have mucK more alacrity ia 
performing: the tricks of a winged mercury 
than myself ! He has a'ways been notorious 
for deliberation^ and. is not now vary rep 
^larkable for the slenderness of his bulk. "' 

^^ Oh^ but da you imagine^ Sir Jamesj 
that when summcmed by a lady^ he would 
be 80 uagallant as tD mind the trifling in* 
convenience of being obliged to f».uff a little 
for breath in order tn obey her ? Now ob^* 
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^Ve— I have esuglit his ^Pe, and made 
bim a signal to come op. You pereetve 
he has left his box^ and, »j life for ii, he 
is already on bis way to »».*' 

Christina was right. Her meitber's^' old 
cott&in^'' as she ealfed Sir Patrick^ had seen 
Adeht placed beaide her^ and lost no time 
in seeking a second^ and nearer view of a 
face which, oo the preceding ^vening^ had 
struck him as being every vray so deserving 
observation. 

' The unruly gaiety of Christina^ oa the 
entrance into lEheir box of this docile per** 
sonage, totally surpassed vrhatever Adeia 
had hitherto believed it possible that shie 
wotild imiu^6. Buit Chrifitina^ unmindful 
«f her scs'icKis looks ; callous to the ^&ba^ 
laot remoBsttaBces of her sister; amused 
by the expcessioD of surprise m the comt 
tenaoce of Lady Ddnbar^- and soxsouraged 
i^ the laughter and afypbatise' of Sir Jsimes; 
gave such unboudded seqpe ik> her spirits; 
was so noisy and so voluhie> that several 
(letsons w the adjdiBing^ boxes leaned for-< 
'Wiard tO'look at hiir ; andthe people in the 
pit^ hdgfaly* incensed at. the distucbance^ at 
iengtii began to hiss ^ i 
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*' Ah, troth, my bonny maid/' cried 
Lady Dunbar, now somewhat seriously mo- 
lested, *' this uproar in such a place, will 
neyer do ! You must either command your 
wild glee, or we must all gae hame ! The 
audience grows angry, and, to their hisses, 
may soon, perhaps, add some \ary sorry 
sort of bennison !'* 

" Their hisses ?'* repeated Adela, ex- 
ceedingly shocked : *^ Are they then di* 
rected against us f** 

^' Cannot you ken that, lady ? Look but 
down at the folks underneath, and see how 
eyery face is turned up to gloom at all our 
perty r 

^''^ My dearest Christina,*' cried Adela, 
with great earnestness, ^' will not the shame 
of having called forth snch public dis- 
approbation, induce you to be quiet?*' 

Christina drew back from the front of 
the box, more disconcerted than she chose 
to aTow, and in a tone of voice considerably 
moderated, said, 

" I may have been a little disorderly, but 
why do the nasty ill-natured people make 
such a fuss about it? Can't they regale 

eir stupid eyes with what is going on 
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upon the stage^ without exacting from the 
people in the boxes so profound a silence ? 
The actors are saying nothing worth listen- 
ing to ; they are only skipping about to 
that old droning bag- pipe at tbe corner of 
the scene. However^ if I have been rather 
tOQ turbulent^ it*s all Sir Patrick^s faqlt ! 

'^ My fault?" cried the amazed Baronet^ 
— ^* Why what temptation can / have given 
you to make such a riot ? I have scarcely \ 
spoken a word since I came in !'* 
• '^ There is no denyihg that ! — But, V^^Jf 
since you have nothing to say now you are 
come, what induced you to take the into- " 
lerable trouble of clambering up so many 
stairs to get at us ?'' 

With unmoved gravity. Sir Patrick an- 
swered, 

^' I saw you beckoning to me, and I 
came on that account.*' 

'' No, you did not, my very plausible 
and dedr cousin ! You came because you 
wanted a better view of a prospect there 
were some hindrances down stairs to your 
surveying so conveniently as you wished i 
And the unalterable solemnity with which 
you have leisurely indulged your fancy, is 

f3 
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vfhM. inresktibly provoke me io sp mucb 

. The , conscious Baronet^ vbo «ftw ber 
glaBce ber eye$ (awards Adela dvring^ tlu$ 
i^peecbj aflS^cted a degree of faceti0usfies9 
livbkb ill accor4e4 witb the aative dttUne^i 
of bis cbaractefj and 9^id^ 

" There may be some truth id "what you 
suggest. But why should my silent and 
earnest atteDtion to the beauty of the pros* 
pect id question^ move you to laughter? 
Do you Aot know> tlmt great admiration is 
always of a serious^ thoughtful^ character e^* 

'' la a Dutchoiaa or an oyster !'* flippaoily 
retorted Christina : ^' But in all other living 
creatures^ I thought it bad hew a feelit^of 
some anifnation r' 

Sir James Dunbar^ forgetful of the ill 
consequences ef the preceding vociferation 
in their box^ burst into «io loud a laugh ai 
this pert sally^ that his lady^ Adela^ -and 
Barbara started up at the same instant, and 
declared they vi^ould go nway imnaiediatoly-. 
Christina intreated them to remember that 
their being obliged to depart^ was owing to 
np new indiscretion of hers : and the box 
door being opened by Lady Dunbar^ she 



tmeerem^duBly txxik hoM of her hmband^fi 
Wky leaviiig her jroathful companiofis to 
dispose of their sole resuiiiiing beau to the 
best Jidvaotage they could. 

Sir Fttlridc^ standing on one side ihe 
door^wajr whilst the three ladies quitted the 
box, eeartely gave Adda time to step into 
the lobby^ befiwre he abruptly presented to 
her his arm to lean upon. She hesitated a 
moment whether to aeeept a civility so 
clownisbly offered : but meeting the arch 
eyes of Christina^ and dreading some com- 
ment on her rrfusal> she avaited herself of 
his assistance as silently as it was tendered '; 
Bnd followed Sir James and Lady Dunbar 
to the waitiiig-*room. From thence^ Sir 
James^ having carefully hnttoned up his 
coatj tied a siUi hMdkei»chief round his 
throaty and drawnon a pak of warm gloVes^ 
sallied forth to enquire after the earriage. 

Sir Patrick now suffered Adela^ without 
opposition^ to relinquish his arm^ and took 
his stand immediately fronting her^ in order 
to rivet his prominent dull eyes full upon 
her face. 

^' My dear cousin/' whispered Christina^ 
'' yott are making $ad havoc in poor Sir 

F 4 
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Patrick's heart ! — Now don't look so very 
discouragingly grave about it! — I assure 
you^ he does not suspect himself of being 
rude : — he never means to be rude> except 
to the lady of the house^ when disappointed 
of a good dinner. If you were not un- 
doubtedly very handsomej he would not 
take the trouble of looking at you an in« 
stant. He is a celebritted critic in beauty^ 
and his sapction is reckoned a great feather 
in a lady's cap." 

'' He will make me> thfsn^'' cried Adela^ 
half laughing^ ^' hate feathers as long as I 
live !" 

The entrance into the room of a fresh party 
now diverted Christina's attention from Sir 
Patrick^ and induced her to break ,off the 
dialogue. To her glad surprise^ one* of the 
first faces her eyes glanced upon in this new 
group was that of her brother Talbot. A 
lady whom he was conducting to her car- 
riage^ leaned upon his arm; and in this 
lady^ Adela instantly recognized the fasti- 
dious young beauty she had seen in the 
morning at the milliner's. She beheld her 
again with the same prepossession which 
her uncommon loveliness Jiad M first ex* 
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cited ; and her eyes were involuntarily fixed 
upon her countenance^ when^ in her turn^ 
she beheld herself pointed out by the lady 
to Talbot^ of whom she seemed to be en- 
quiring whether he knew her. Talbot^ 
being engaged in conversation^ had^ till 
that moment^ entirely overlooked the whole 
party ; but as soon as he perceived Adela^ 
knowing her again instantly^ though an in* 
terval of three or four years had elapsed 
since he had last seen her^ it was not with- 
out an evident and painful struggle, he 
forbore quitting the lady under his pro- 
tection, to hasten to her side. Christina^ 
whom nothing could escape, discerned' the 
conflict in his mind, and laughing as she 
^watched his reluctant departure. 

" Whoever," cried she, '' is the fair ob- 
ject my brother is escorting, she has little 
reason to pride herself on the willingness 
of his attendance. I think I never saw a 
more ungracious servitor !" 

** Do you know,** said Adela, '' who the 
lady is?" 

'' No, my dear cousin, for I am only al- 
lowed to go out once or twice in a season^ 

F 5 
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and verjr seldoin peraiitted to be in the 
room when mamma sees companj. Bat 
ask fiister Barbara/' 

Barbara was accordingly applied to ; 
she had retired^ however^ to a seat apart 
from her companions^ and affecting utter 
contempt of every thing around ber^ seemed 
wrapt in profound contemplation^ and 
totally insensible that even her brother had 
passed through the room. 

'^ Are you solving a problem^ sister Bar** 
bara/' cried Christina^ '^ or studying the 
most becoming attitude for a picture of the 
Muse of Astronomy ?'* 

Barbara deigned no answer^ but waved 
her hand for Christina to leave her. 

" Heyday I what is the matter now? 
You are more in heroics^ ray poor sister^ 
than ever ! But do tell me hcmestly^ is it 
not a shocking punishment to you^ to put 
on all this abstraction^ and to sit^ by way 
of looking sublime^ humdrtkel in a corner^ 
without speaking a word^ or raising your 
eyes from the carpet? Amongst all the 
fitasters you employ^ what a pity it is^ you 
^an find none who knows how io teach you 
the art of beings at onoe^ merry and wise !'' 
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'^ Siiould he not gire you Iobsods also ? '' 
«aid A4e\a, ftigmficantly^ 

'' Wby^ perhaps, it might be as well be 
•bottld. And which of the sisters do you 
think, would be bis aptest scholar ? The 
one who required tp learn how to be merry 
and imaffectod ? or she who wanted to be 
taught how to be wise and circumspect F' 

Christina, thoogh harshly treated by her 
mother, knew, that in fact, her eldest sister 
was very littie more an object of auction. 
Mrs. Clefeland had renounced over Bar- 
l^ara all controul, and ceased all remon^ 
strance; but less from confidence in her 
ability to avoid incurring ridicule, than 
from hopeless disgust at her stubborn prch- 
somption. Of * Christina, though dissatis- 
fied with her exterior, she entertained upon 
the whole, a far better opinion; she ob- 
served in her a warmer heart, brighter na-. 
tural perceptions, and infinitely greater pli- 
ability of temper. Unwilling, therefore, 
as »he was, to take sides with either, yet, 
if a dispute between them was at any time 
referred to her arbitration, she invariably 
decided ki favour of the youngest, assign- 
ing for it asi a reason, that though both 

F 6 
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might be wrongs jet^ where common-sense 
was concerned^ not e?en a child in leading* 
trings could be so egregiously wrong as her 
unfortunate Barbara. Christina wa$ aware 
of this ; and that she did not usually behave 
with greater rather than less impertinence 
to Barbara^ proceeded more from the gene* 
rofiity of her own disposition^ than from 
the smallest doubt of complete impunity. 

Sir James Dunbar was jiow come back 
to announce that the carriage had drawn up; 
and his unwieldy brother baronet was just 
stepping forward with a silently renewed 
offer of his arm to.Adela^ when Talbot Gleve*- 
land unexpectedly re-appearing^ and not 
suspecting Sir Patrick's design^ took her 
hand himself, sayings as he led her for- 
ward^ 

^* How rejoiced I am again to see you ! 
and to see you looking in such perfect 
health/' Then^ lowering his voice^ he 
added^ '^ It rains furiously^ and I am not 
without hopes that Lady Dunbar^ whenyoti 
iire placed^ and she sees me stand dripping 
beside her ample vehicle^ will offer me a seat 
in it. You will not oppose the charitable 
proposition from the fear of a little crouding?** 
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''No, believe me/' replied Adela; ''I 
onlj wish I could spare you the preliminary 
dripping ! Could you not gain admission 
upon easier terms ?" 

'' I should scarcely deserve admission at 
all^ if I thought any terms too hard to ob- 
tain it." J 

Lady Dunbar was by this time arrived 
at the coach-door^ and perceiving Talbot's 
unsheltered situation^ compassionately called 
out, 

'' Hoot away, my good young gentleman ! 
Nay stand parleying there in a' this trou- 
brous weather ! Gang to your ain carriage, 
or step quickly into (his, forit is nay meet 
for man or beast to be exposed to such a 
deluge!'' 

Talbot required no second invitation, 
but springing into the coach the moment 
she was seated, he placed himself between 
Adela and Chrbtina, and was admitted 
with equal good-faumour by both« 
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CHAP- V. 



HUMANITY. 



At the door they were quitting, just as the 
carriage was driving away. Sir Patrick 
Harley was descried — (the lamps shedding 
a dim lustre upon his blank face) — lookinjg 
with grave astonishment after the prize he 
had lost^ and pondering, apparently, upon 
the manner in vfhich the disappointment 
had befallen him ! Christina, laughing im* 
moderately, kissed her hand to him, and Sir 
James Dunbar, with no great disposition to 
commisseration, said, 

'' An* be seeks not «ome better place of 
sheltir, the gude baronet runs meikle 
chance of practically ascertaining whether 
an oyster or a Dutchman can best endure 
humidity*?" 

Christina, who though she loved, also 
feared her brother, was alarmed lest this 
observation should bring on enquiries which 
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would expose to hu knowledge the libertiet 
of speech she had allowed herself. To 
avert the daoger, she poured upop Talbot 
a fluccessioa of questions relating to him- 
self ;-^ht8 return to to wn^ and his coming 
to the sane theatre with themselves without 
seeming to know they were there. When 
he had patiently replied to each of these 
particulars^ she suddenly added^ 

^' Who was the young lady, brother, you 
were leading to her carriage? — Miss Cleve- 
land wants to know as well as myself ; and^ 
I suppose, for the same reason/' 

'' And what is that?" 

'' The lady's beauty.'' 

'' Did Miss Cleveland tell you this was 
her reason.?" 

'' No, but she looked it." 

*' It is remarkable, that the lady was 
singularly inquisitive about litr naaie also.'* 

^' And did you satisfy her curiosity as 
expeditiously as yon do ours?'' 

^\ I had no opportunity," answered he^ 
laughing, '' of satisfying it at all.*'— A 
link-boy^ just as she was stepping into 
her carriage, brought his torch so near her 
face, that he alarmed her yery much^ set me 
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a scolding, and drove beautiful ladies, and 
their names, and their very existence, en- 
tirely out of our remembrance !** 

'' But here is no Hnk-boj, my dear bro- 
ther^ to play us the same trick ! So, unless 
you purposely mean to be mysterious'*. . . 

" I mean,*' interrupted he, ^' to tell you 
nothing further about her ! And if my dear 
little sister .had been as quick in discern- 
oaent on this occasion as I have knovirn her 
upon most others, she would have found 
out my intention sooner !" 

'' I am answered V cried Christina, in a 
tone t)f mock-humility — " Pray, brother, 
forgive me, and till I see the beautiful lady 
again, I will do so no more.** 

'' That binds you to a promise of longer 
forbearance than you are aware of. She 
leaves towki to-morrow, and, probably, for 
a considerable time.** 

'' Meanwhile — I wish I might just ven- 
ture to ask one more little harmless ques- 
tion ! It has nothing to do with her name^ 
I assure you." 

'' Well,— ^peak plainly." 

'* Is this poor dear incognita lady, quite 
— quite — ^good?" 
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'' Is she a woman of character^ do you 
mean?" — 

" Y— e— s!" 

^' Of character so unblemished — so per- 
fectly above suspicion^ that I should not be 
more surprised to hear her censured for de- 
formity of person, than glanced at for de- 
formity of mind ! — And, now, let the sub- 
ject rest." 

The three young ladies, on alighting at 
General Cleveland's, repaired, with Talbot, 
into the drawing-room. It was deserted; 
and Barbara enquired of a servant, whether 
her mother and sister were come home ? 

'' Yes, ma'am ; but they have been gone 
up to bed some time." 

I am astonished^** cried Christina^ 

that Jemima's curiosity would allow her 

r 

to retire, before she had seen Miss Cleve- 
land ! " 

''^ We may reasonably suppose/' said 
Adela, ^' that she felt no curiosity about me.** 

'^ Then her nature is marvellously al- 
tered; for hitherto, nothing can have ex- 
ceeded the eagerness she has shewn to look 
at every fresh face that has entered the 
house. I have known her play at hide-and- 



rr 

€€ 



] It: TRATTB OF KATUHE* 

§ejek a M^hic^Ie raer ning^ io eatch a peep at a 
new nursery-maid! — Now, jou know, a 
new cousin ought to be reckoned of a great 
deal more coneequence, than a new perso- 
sage of that description." 

Adela said, she heartily forgave Miss 
Jemima if she was not of that opinion ; 
lighted her candie, and bidding Talbot and 
bis sisters good nighty retired. 

Whilst assisted by Amy ta undress, she 
heard with concern^ that poor Mademoi- 
selle Dwrocher was so eoasiderably worse, 
that it had been thought necessary by the 
housekeeper, to sc^ for the family apothe- 
cary. 

*^ And he very foolish man,*' continued 
Amy ; '^ for he frightep all the servants, 
and make them think they die if they go 
near her !'* 

^VThis is worse than foolish. Amy — ^it is 
mischievous ! It will prevent her receiving 
proper attendance.** 

'^ Ah, BO ; — ^There be one, tw«, good 
dhristians among them, tha4; no feel afraid : 
-*-and me no afraid. Me been sitting in 
ianer room till now."' 

^^ Can she $peak English ?"* 
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*' Bad enough ; bad as tne. Qut «^ no 
wisb for spisaky. S)ie groan and sigh iadlj; 
and bold hes* poor head; and look redj aqd 
tb^a while ! Oh^ fthe verj bad ! Me tell 
yotr v^hat^'dear Mifisy. If she qo better 
to-morrow, ate qo coioe near you^ for feaf to 
make you catchy all her illness !'* 

'^l shall have no other apprehension^ my 
excellent Amy^ in seeing you here, than 
that of depriviog her of^ so humane an at- 
tendant* Briog me the earliest account you 
can in the morning ; and if there are any 
little coai€6rts which you think I can afford 
to fumsh her, go out to^morrow^ and buy 
them/' 

Amy^ delighting in good offices, readily 
promised obedience to this charge, and thea 
departed. 

Again, in her little check bed, — whicb> 
with the rest of the furaitiire that so suitably 
accompanied it» remained unaltered— -Adela 
enjoyed the most enviable repose, and 
awoke not till Amy appeared in the mora- 
isg Avith tidkigs of the suffering foreigner* 
These were ^ the n»ost alarming nature*--- 

'' Ah, dear Missy^" cried the f ^^^^'p*^^' 
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sionating negro^ ''the poor soul^ me do sadly 
fear/ will die ! She never get no sleep all 
night ; and now^ she in so bad fever^ she 
talk all wild and ^trange^^ and she refuse all 
what the apothecary say she must take/* 

'' Has he then^ seen her this morning al- 
ready?" 

'' No ; — but what he say last night she 
must take.** 

'' Adela^ benevolently interested for a 
poor stranger^ newly arrived in a house 
where she had not a single friend^ and 
reduced by illness to so deplorable a con- 
dition, listened to these details with un- 
feigned regret^ and became anxious that 
Mrs. Cleveland should be. apprized of her 
danger^ in order that better succour might 
be procured for her. 

On descending to breakfast in the Ge- 
neraUs study^ she found him already there^ 
reading the newspaper near a window — 

*' My kind and pleasant visitor/' cried 
he^ extending to her his hand^ '' you are 
come^ I hope^ as yesterday^ and as I wish 
you to do every day^ to enliven my solitary 
breakfast ?*' 
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' '' I come with the greater confidence^ tny 
dear lincle^ because you were so good as to 
saj something of this sort before.'* 

^' I am glad I did. Ring, therefore, as 
lady president of the tea-table, and order 
whatever is wanting ; and tell me how you 
were amused at the play last night." 

After satisfying him upon this subject, 
and conversiog for some time on other ge-* 
neral topics, she mentioned the distressing 
state of the new governess. 

" Poor woman !" cried he, " I am very 
sorry for her. She ought to have superior 
advice to that of a common apothecary. 
Take a sheet of paper, my dear, and I will 

dictate a note to Dr. S .** 

Adela, rejoicing in this command, 
speedily provided herself with every ma- 
terial for writing, and then asked her uncle 
what she should say ? 

He was on the point of telling her, when 
the door was softly opened, and a youthful 
and extremely pretty face appealed at it, 
and remained smiling and stationary, as if 
waiting for an invitation to advance, 

'^ Well, my dear Jemima, why don't you 
come in ?*' cried the General. 
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^"^ Deair papa/' in a coaxing -^mce, an- 
swered tbe fittir hitriiiier^ '^ I did not know^ 
as you ^eem engatged^ whether I might t 
jet I long to ask jou how you dch-«I long 
to tell you how impatient I was to gethome^ 
and baw anxious i alni for an iatroduetiofi 
to Miss Cleyelatid/' 

. Her facdier affisctionately embraced her, 
and the introduction for which she exprc8S-^ 
edauch eagorness^ immediately ensued. 

'^ Ye are," said he, smiKng^ " to be rival 
keanties this spring ; but mA, therefWe^ I 
trusty domestio enemies." 

Jemima^ with, great, aippareitt mod^esrty^ 

ioid^ that the rivahhip of which he'spoke^ 

could never taK&plaee^ for slie saw^ at oace^ 

~tfaat it would be the height of vaiaity to 

pmetead to: any competition.*^ 

Then rdinquisfaing the Generars kaiidi 
and taking one of Adek^s^ she aoidressed 
lier as. her dear cousiii^ and ftoptd^ that they 
should be esoellent inenijlsi 

Adelfty wavm-'haarted* as she wa^ by &a^ 
ture^ found nMibing reaponiive in her own 
bosom to tkifi ready kindaeas. Sbe was one 
whose impressiom w«re lasting^ but not 
sudden: too much prefessioi^ on tbe part 



of a ^traitgec> yepelled rather fhaa attracted 
h6f ; dGpdl so conscious was she of ker ina^ 
bxlUy ta ketp pace with tbetr effusions^ that 
wbeoev^ ao(^ auch 'wefe poured upon her^ 
tbe Qedtrast thejr fesrmed with, her awn in^ 
Tf^uniAty resesve-^ alwajrs filled her with as 
Ufieasy sensation of seifr-reprd&ch. 

Jemiflsa Clevekind/ howeyer^ appealed 
not to notice or resent her backwardnesGF* 
She alternately addressed her or the General 
with the most insinuating: sweetness ; a^ked 
if she had' jret made ac(|uaintance with '^ the 
enchanting little Laura ? " and the instant 
afttf calling her the most perfect beadty 
she, had ei»er seen, she added, with an ap- 
peamiiee of undeaigning stnipUcit j, 

^^ How eUtQaordinarj it is, that you 
should, be 6o< muefa. moce like her. Miss 
Cl/evf^land, than her own sisters;!*' 

The GveneraU. r^ardiog Aidela wilii coni'» 
plats^ney, seemed infinileiy more gratified 
\tjy tbia compliment^ than the person to 
wyhom it wa& addireased. 

^' Ahj papa^^' cried Jenrinm, smiling;^ 
''ypu QBUiuy well look, at mj cousin wit& 
tbat tadt of xowmous satisfaction ! Yoii 
know very well, that her beauty, as well as 
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Laura% h that of the Cleveland family^ 
which has alwajs been celebrated for the 
number of its handsome men and women." 

^' Mj dear Jemima/' said the General^ 
patting her cheeky ^^ jou are come back in 
a prodigiously favourable disposition to^- 
wards us all ! I suspect you have been 
taking lessons at Hampton^ of some insi^^ 
nuating lover^ in the art of saying agreeable 
things/' 

Just then^ Christina abruptly entering, 
with a face full of business, eagerly ex^ 
cl&imed, 

" Oh, good JiMd^ ! there is the very 
deuce and all to pay up stairs ! In the first 
place; Jemima^ mamma is exceedingly angry 
with you, for coming down here to break- 
fast without saying a word to her of your 
intention; and you may depend upon re- 
ceiving a famous good lecture. In the next 
place, we are all to leave the house in an 
hour's time! My poor dear governess h 
horribly ill, and the apothecary who has 
just been here, says that her fever is in- 
fectious, and threatens every body who 
breathes the same air, with death and de* 
struction!'' 
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'^ Good heaven ! Is this accouat true ?*' 
cried Jemima^ looking aghast^ 

'' True as the fright it has thrown you 
ioto^ mj dear sister ! But the panic of 
mamma surpasses any thing you can form 
an idea of. You know the horror she has 
of contagious disorders. I do believe^ she 
already figures to herself poor little Laura 
attacked by every mortal symptom under 
heaven. She has sent for her down into 
the drawing-room^ where^ sitting with every 
window open^ she has sprinkled her clothes 
with Thieves vinegar; stuffed a bag of 
camphire down her ' bosom^ and forbidden 
her to go within a yard of the landing- 
place. The coach is actually ordered^ and 
we are to set out for my aunt*s at Hampton^ 
as soon as the necessary preparations can be 
completed." 

'' How intolerably disagreeable a plan !** 
cried Jemima, forgetting her assumed soft- 
ness^ and speaking with genuine asperity^ 
** why can't the odious governess be re- 
moved to a lodging ? " 

'^ Poor soul ! don't call her odious now^ 
Jemima, fori assure you^ I believe she is 

you II. 6 
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ftlmofit art 4eatb's door ! It is impossible to 
move her in such a state.'" 

'^ I wish Mrith all my heart she had never 
entered the hotise ! Another dull visit at 
Hampton will quite kill me ! Besides^ how 
is lay aunt to find room for us all ? We 
shall be packed together like bees in a hive; 
^be vdll be out of humour the whole time 
we are there ; and I dai'e saj^ as soon as we 
arrive^ it will begin raining, and never 
cease till we return.*' 

'^ How feartile an imagination you have, 
Jemimfi^ in devising possible evils!'' ob- 
served the Greneral. ^' But let us go to 
jour mother^ and enquire into the exact 
state of the ease.'' 

He was then proceeding towards the 
door^ when Mrs. Cleveland^ and presently 
after^ Talbot^ and his eldest sister ap* 
peared. 

'^ What are we all to do. General?" 
cried she, in great commotion, '^ have you 
heard how horrid a predicament we are 
thrown into ? Governesses, whether sick or 
well, are the plagues of one's existence ! 
I never admitted one into the bouse yet» 
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Yfho did fiot^ in some way or other^ turn 
out a source of disturbance ! Eitber^theit 
characters have been misrepresented^ and 
they have proved worthless and intriguing ; 
or their tempers have been insupportable, 
or they have given themselves such fine- 
lady airs^ that they disdained half the duties 
of their place ! Upon my honour^ I am sick 
of the whole race^ and would give any body 
a prenaium^ who could find out a way of 
doing entirely without them ! Bat^ tell 
me^ don't you think it will be better to get 
Xaura^ and^ indeed^ ourselves^ removed 
from this pestilential air as fast as pos- 
sible?" 

" Children^'' said the General, ''catch infec- 
tion so easily, that it may certainly be expedi- 
ent to send Laura away without loss of time. 
But I am by no means equally convinced 
of the necessity of clearing the house of 
all its maturer inhabitants. Many precau- 
tions might be used to guard against con- 
tagion; and such arrangements might be 
made as should render it perfectly safe for 
you and the three elder girls to remain 
wbere you are." 

'' How unfeelingly you talk. General 4 

g2 
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But I am well aware^ that if Laura can 
be secured^ that would be quite sufiScient 
for your tender heart ! However^ anxious 
as I am to preserve her^ you may depend 
u^on it I shall not be less anxious to pre- 
serve my other children^ and myself^ from 
the noxious atmosphere of this lazar-house! 
I strongly recommend your quitting it 
yourself." ; 

'^ Very fortunately/' said the General, 
smiling, '^ I am under an engagement to 
leave town to-morrow for a week." . 

^' Rut you will not sleep here to-night ?** 

'' I^hall most assuredly." 

'' Indeed you are much to blame. But 
it were vain for me to oppose it; I can 
.only xepeat to you my advice not to run 
such a risk; and remind you, that as my 
sister's house at Hampton is iso small, it 
beciomes encumbent upon you to think of 
some other place where Miss Cleveland can 
be received.'* 

'' I protest, I don*t, at this moment re- 
collect where upon earth I can send her ! 
The Somervilles are not yet in town, and 
she is unacquainted with every other family 
in London.— Who can we apply to ?" 
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*' Mj dearest uncle^" said Adela^ dis* 
tressed to find herself so troublesome a per- 
sonage to dispose of, '' let me fftay where I 
am; I have no fears of infection^ and* 
would infinitely prefer remaining in the 
house by myself^ to causing you any sort of 
perplexity." 

" My son/* said Mrs. GleTelknd, with 
precipitation, ''would be here^to protect 
ypu ! He has already declared his determi- 
nation of keeping possession of his accus- 
tomed room.'* 

. ''But I could easily/' cried Talbot, 
ashamed of the petulslnce with which this 
was spoken, "obtain a bed at some friend's/* 

" No, no/' said his father, " we cannot 
think of allowing my niece to continue 
here ; but the difficulty is, what to fix upon 
that would be more eligible.** 

At that moment, Julius, whose knock at 
the street door had been disregarded or un<- 
heard by the perplexed family-party, walked 
into the room. 

" Why, here's a committee of the whole 
house assembled in grave debate !'^ cried 
he, " what the deuce are you all caballing 
about?** 

g3 
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The Generat briefly informed bisij add' 
ing— 

^"^ You are come, at aluckj moment tob 
assist us with your advice about Adeb./' 

'' I believe I am !" said he^ significautlyj 
''my opinion is^ that the business woMkL 
have ended^ in her being left here to take 
her chance for her life with the household 
cats ! But cats^ you know> are better pro* 
'vided with lives> than pretty girls; so I 
shall take Adela^ and her one little harm-« 
less spark of vitality under my own care !" 

'' An excellent resolution/* said. Mrs. 
Cleveland ; '^ but where * will you place 
her ?" 

Without a moment's hesitation^ be 4:oolly 
answered-— 

'' In Hertford Street--at my father's/' 

Nobody opposed this decision^ yet all 
were internally surprised at it^ and the 
heart of Adela beat quick with undefined 
emotion on hearing it suggested/* 

'^ And now/' continued Julius^ ^' since 
we are talking of Adela's going to my 
father's^ 1 should be happy to hear^ my 
much honoured uncle^ if you have no ob* 
jection to inform me^ what might be th« 
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weighty affair> which compelled: yoo to 
loaTe Bath h> siieh prodigious ha9te> and 
which reduced me to the alternative oi 
ItaTiog my sister in your deserted lodgings^ 
Of of introducing her^ at a time when my 
father was too ill to see her^ iuto his metan* 
oholy mansion f" 

The General was too much accustomed 
to the pktm and untemporiziiig manner im 
which Julius was wont to speak^ either to 
resent> or to MH>nder at this blunt demands 
Yet; he seemed somewhat embarrassed ho\« 
to answer him satisfactorily^ and after a lew 
momenf s^ hesitation^ said — 

^' I quitted Bath in consequence of a 
letter written to remind me of an engage- 
ment, a very particular eagagemc^ity whicb 
—which had escaped ray memory.'* 
, Junius laughed^ and lopkii^ expcessively 
at his aunt, said^ 

'' How do you altogether approYO these 
very particular secret engagements I Hey^ 
my dear fhadam ?^* 

Mrs. Cleveland^ deeply colourings and 
regarding her suspected lord and master 
with the haughtiest resentment^ as if stung 
by the remembrance of some past iojury^ 

6.4 .. 
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or tlie apprehension of others that were to 
come^ austerely replied to this provoking 
interrogatory — 

'' I leave the General to the admonitions 
of his own conscience ! It is long since he has 
been importuned with any from these lips !" 

'^Come^ coroe^ Juliiis/' cried his uncle^ 
'' I forbid all' these mischievous inuendoes; 
mischievous^ at leasts in th^ir effects upon 
Mrs. Cleveland^ who^ as you may perceive^ 
is always ready to admit unfavourable im- 
pressions/^ 

The General was an easy-tempered^ gscy, 
and not very acutely-feeling^ man of fa- 
shion. Sensible of many provocations his 
disposition to gallantry had given his lady,* 
and awace^ perhaps^ that her causes of re- 
senfment * were not^ even at the present 
moment^ without foundation^ he submit- 
ted to her censures^ when not to be escaped^ 
with patience and humility; but sought 
every means of avoiding them^ and was 
alike uninfluenced by their asperity or 
their kindness* The system of his life 
seemed to be^ by words and looks at leasts 
if not by actions^ to keep all with whom he 
associated in good humour with hinij by en- 
deavouring to keep them so witb themselves. 
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Julius^ satisfied ynthf the passing cloud 
he had raised^ aad^ well pleased at once to 
have tormented his aunt^ and punished his 
uncte for his ill-timed defection of Adela^ 
now suffered the business to re^t^ and asked 
Mrs. Cleveland when she meant to leave 
town? 

^' I wait but to hear that every thing is 
ready/* answered she> '' and shall then set 
out without a moment's delay." 

^' But who/ enquired Talbot^ '* is the 
man by whom alL this fearful alarm has^ 
been excited ? A mere consequential^ con- 
ceited little apothecary^ who> perhaps^ un- 
derstands nothing of his patient's complaint^ 
and may be exaggerating all her symptoms 
to encrease his own credit if she recovers . 
An experienced and regular physician 
should be called in." 

Now pray, Talbot,** cried his mother,^ 

don't be so officipus and inconsiderate !-— 
The woman's illness will be attended with' 
quite inconveniences enough, without en-* 
tailing upon us the expense of feeing phy- 
sicians and running up a^ long apothecaryV 
bill besides ! Mr. Smithson, the man who 
DOW prescribes for her, has always attended^ 
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our people vrhen any of them ha?e been ill ; 
abd^ for aught that eirer I beards manages 
them exceedingly well/' 

Talbot looked down^ and bit his lips} 
Julius cast an intelligible look towards bis 
sister^ who turned away, ashamed to meet 
his eye; the General whistled a march, and 
strolled to the window — and Cfaristinaj 
seizing the opportunity, when every bo^y 
was silent/ to urge a request she had been 
meditating the last ten minutes, went up to 
her mother, and said — 

'^ Mamma,- if my cousin Julius will ad"* 
mit me, might not I stay behind in Heri*- 
ford Street with his sister ?" 

'' On what account ?** said Mrs. Cleve- 
land, '' I don't at all understand the oiotive 
of this demand." 

"Why, you know, mamma, I have two 
or three masters who come to me twice in 
the week when I am in town, but certainly, 
will hardly take the trouble of trudging 
after me to Hampton. In Hertford Street^ 
they could just as well attend me as here^ 
if I only wrote to them a note by the post.'* 
' '' This solicitude about your masters,** 
said Mrs. Cleveland, smiling, '^ is. some* 
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thing perfectly aew }— However, if your 
two COUGHS fa aye no objeciieti ie being 
troubled with you, you have ray full leave 
to stay." 

Julius, with whom the little girl was a 
great fkvorite, declared he should be ex^ 
tremely glad of her coaipany ; and Adela, 
with equal cordiality, repeated the same 
assurance. 

** Dear mamma,** cried Christina, in the 
wildest transport, '^ only think what an ex- 
cessive relief to you and my poor aunt, this 
arrangement will be ! You would not have 
known, in her nut-shell of a house, how to 
'dispose of me for a single hour in the day. 
You know she has no spape room in which 
I could have been sent to do my lessons ; I 
must have been in jour way from morning 
tin night ; and every time I spoke, my aunt 
would have complained, I distracted her 
weak head ; and every time I moved, you 
would have said, I was the ' most trouble- 
some little creature in the universe/' 

*' All this is extremely probable," cried 
her mother ; *' and I wish Miss Cleveland 
and JuKus may have no reason to say the 

same thing.** 

c^ 6 



132 TRAIT9 OF MATURB. 

« 

She theoj followed by her two eldest 
daughters left the room ; aod Adela^ beiDg 
told bj her brother that he would walk 
with her to Hertford Street immediately, if 
she would go up and get ready, hastened 
to her own apartment, accompanied by 
Christina, and rang to give Amy directions 
about packing. 

A young woman who was an assistant in 
the nursery, and was likewise an occasiwial 
attendant upon the Miss Clevelands, an- 
swered her bell. 

'^ I wished to speak to my own maid,"" 
said Adela, 

''She is in Mam'sell's room. Ma'am; 
and she desired me to wait upon you, if you 
please, in her stead, for she is afraid of 
bringing poor Mam'sell's disorder io you/' 

'' I fear,** cried Adela^ '' my kind and 
worthy Amy runs great risk herself/' 

'' Is there no nurse provided ?"- enquired 
Christina. 

'' Not at present^ Miss ; but I suppose 
the housekeeper will receive orders to send 
for one.'' 

Adelaj now, with a pencil wrote a short 
note to Amy, earnestly exhorting her not 
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to expose herself to greater danger or fa- 
tigue than could possibly be avoided ; pro- 
fessing the wannest admiration of her dis- 
interested benevolence ; and requesting her^ 
when she was at leisure^ to. pack up such an 
assortoient of her apparel^ as might be re- 
quisite for an absence of a few days. She 
informed her whither she was goings and 
said^ she would send for the clotl^s in the 
evening. 

This note^ she entrusted for delivery to 
the young woman who had made so civil aa 
offer of her services ; and^ at the same time^ 
presented to her a trifling donation. 

Mrs. Cleveland's carriage was now at the 
door^ and shcand her daughters were in 
all the bustle of immediate departure. 
Adela took leave of them on the drawing* 
room landing-place^ where Jemima^ in ,a 

* 

whisper^ said to her — 

^' 0\x, pity me^ dear cousin ! for you 
know not to how dull a purgatory I am 
going r 

Christina^ all joyful alertness^ drew 
Adela away before she could make any an- 
swer; Julius gave to each an arm^ and 
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tbey immediatelj set fo^'ward on their walk 
to Hertford Street. 

^' I wonder/' said Adela^ as they quitted 
the house^ ** \^hen I shall, be permitted tcy 
inhabit the same mansion for more thati 
three days ! I have lately seemed to be per- 
pctnally trying new residences, and new 
faces.** 

'* I will say nothing about the different 
faces you may meet with," said Christina ; 
''but the accommodations of any other 
abode may easily equal those you enjoyed at 
my father's.** 

' " Oh, I promise you an excellent apart- 
ment,'* cried Julius. — *' Yon shall have the 
room which Elinor occupied before she was 
married ; and our little Christy shall have 
the one next to it, which belonged formerly 
to Alicia. But in all other respects, your 
expectations must be humble in proportion 
to my circumscribed means of treating 3'ou 
with splendour* I have no regular cook, 
but when I chance to dine at home, an old 
woman who has the care of the house, broils^ 
burns, or smokes me a beef-steak-^-which- 
ever may happen — and sends me up three 
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or four raw^ or broken potatoes. I have 
Qo carriage or man-servant^ except a valet^ 
and a groom;, the former^ if you shauld 
ask htm to go on an errand^ is too fine to do 
you that honour ; and the latter^ too igno^^ 
rant and stupid, Qut the old woman must 
get a niece^ or a daughter^ or a cousin^ to 
come in and help her ; and we must brush 
up Joe> the groom^ and try to fit him fot 
Ihe supreme dignity of waiting upon you at 
table^ and throwing coals upon your fire.'* 

" Oh^ I dare say that Joe^ the groom^ 
and the old woman," cried Christina, '^ will 
perform their parts delightfully. But I 
should have bo objection at all to cook my 
own dinner ! It would he a very entertaii|ing 
employment; and there seems no vanity in 
thinkings I should succeed quite, as well as 
the burning, and smoaking lady of whom 
you make such honourable mention.'* 

''No, no/' said Julius; 'Met her keep 
her office; for when she has spoilt my rneat^ 
I can at least have the comfort of scolding 
and swearing at her : whereas, if you fibri-^ 
veiled it up to a cinder, I should be forced^ 
in common civility, to say it was very good, 
and to gulp it down without a murmur." 



136 



TRAITS OF NATURE* 



They were now arrived in Hertford Street, 
and Adela again entered a house belonging 
to her father — ^the very house in which she 
was born— -in which her mother had once 
acted as mistress^ but whence that mother 
had so disgracefully effected her flight !— - 
These thoughts cast a depression over her 
countenance, the cause of which Julius 
better comprehended than did their lively 
little companion; who, whilst skipping 
through the spacious, but deserted apart- 
ments, from time to time regarded Adela 
with surprised concern, and, at llength, 
ventured to say — 

" What is it, dear cousis, that, all at 
once, has made you look so melancholy ? I 
wish you would brighten up a little, and 
let me tell you some of the odd fancies that 
have just darted into my head !'' 

*^ Do tell them, my dear Christina ; they 
will do me good/' 

'' Well, then ; you know fairy-tales are 
forbidden pleasures in all modern school- 
rooms. Mrs. Barbould, and Mrs. Trim- 
mer, and Miss Edgworth, and an hundred 
others, have written good little books for 
children, which have thrown poor Mother 
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Goose, and the Arabian Nights^ quite out 
of favour ; — ^at leasts with papas and mam- 
mas. But naughty young masters and 
misses^ if they can get at them^ still read 
these old condemned vagaries : and^ between 
friends^ I must honestly own^ that / have 
been one of the number. Now^ the sight 
of these great rooms^ and our possessing 
the entire range and dominion over them^ 
put me immensely in mind of some of ,the 
Fairy-tale heroines I have met with^ who, 
being turned adrift into huge palaces, wan- 
dered about without beholding a single 
living creature ; — yet, had all their wants 
Supplied, and even their wishes anticipated 
by invisible bands. And, at last, when 
they least expected it, found themselves 
politely welcomed by some shaggy, but 
courteous monster, who, seeing hjmself 
rising into favour, in spite of his ugliness, 
suddenly resumes bis natural shape, and 
proves to be a resplendent beau, all over 
diamonds and rubies, and wearing a magni- 
ficent crown upon his poor empty head !" 

As she finished her speech. Wasp, the 
favourite dog of Julius walked gravely into 
the room, as if to reconnoitre the new 
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€oness> mdi» at the same tinted togretkhls 
mastier*s retiuo. 

'^ Here i& yonc disguised beau> Cbrisir 
idoa !" cried Julius. *' Tkis^ no doulit^ ta 
tiie geulleman^ wha^ when he has cast hli 
coat^ means tp deposit hi& rubie& and hia 
crown at your fieet/' 

'* He is not quite meek and submiflsi^e 
enough. in hit first approaches^ to eacout age 
such an idea/' observed Cbristioa^ sfarinkii^ 
hack a little apprehensively. ^^ However^ 
we flhall see : there are pcohahly difierenli 
tempers amongst these concealed admiDeoa;^ 
and this gentleman's may> by nature, be 
somewhat of a surly ca&t." 

By degrees^ the thoughtfulness and gra^^ 
tity of Adela^ gave place to greater eh^er- 
fulness^ and she; once more^ rejoieed ChrJ6«^ 
tina by the sight of a smile, and gratilied 
her brother by shewing a disposition to be-^ 
eome reconciled to her new abode. He 
spent with his youthful guests the greater 
part of the day ; was solici4ou!S for their 
comfort ; sociable^ affectionate^ and per* 
fectly good-humoured ; and Adela^ with 
every passing minute, felt her grateful 
heart more cordially drawn towards him. 
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th0 eveniojf, vhcn she swi to General 
Cleveland'^ for her clothes^ the menMger 
^ho brought thena^ delivered to ller the 
following note : 






Honerd Mii^y, 
Thte pore govern-ass is no beter. Massa 
Talllmt Clevlaad bav sint for a doctur. 
The doctor no think h» sickness catchin. 
The houskeper hav sint for a nurs. She 
can't come til to*niorro. ^ Al your thing» 
wil be rite^ me beliey^ an remain^ hon^d/ 
deare Missjr, 

^' Yours io command^ 

" Amy Pricb/* 

/ Adela was much pleased with this prool 
of TalboVs attentive benevolence^ and sin^ 
cerelj glad to find that the invalid's dis- 
order was supposed to be less dangerous to 
those about her than had at first been ap<^ 
pr^hended. She communicated both pieces 
of intelligence to her brother and Christina. 
'^ I was. sure/' cried the latter, '' from 
what passed this morning, that Talbot 
would not suffer the day to end without 
procuring a physician to visit tlie poor 
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soul. He has done a thousand of these 
considerate and generous actions.*' 

" Talbot is the best, I verily believe, of 
the whole Cleveland generation/' observed 
Julius; ** no disparagement to you, my 
girls, for I mean of the male, generation^ 
But it is astonishing where he picked up %o ' 
much worthiness, and how he finds the 
qoeans to exercise it so practically. He has 
a gay, and still a young father, who scorns 
to spare more from himself for the luxuries 
of his son, than, in decency, is indispensibk ; 
and he has friends, who, every now and 
then, to my certain knowledge, avail theBi« 
selves of his open-heartedness to borrow 
from him without mercy; yet, I believe^ 
he never is in debt, and I am certain he is 
never deaf to the voice of distress.** 

Christina was touched almost to tearsi 
by this high, yet deserved encomium on a 
brother whom she had so much reason to 
love and to respect; and Adela listened 
with delighted conviction to the praises of 
one whom she had, long since, so truly 
learnt to value. 

Nearly a week elapsed, daring which 
Mrs. Cleveland's terrors of infection re* 
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naiiied is full force. . Yet the phjsiciao'i 
opiDiOD, that the governess's was no case of 
the nature which she apprehended^ had 
been communicated to her ; and she was 
perfectty.aware that the servants left behind 
had escaped all mischief. Whatever her 
reasons might be^ however^ she still chose 
to continue aloof; nor was it till she heard 
the 8ufferer*s delirium had entirely ceased^ 
that she could be prevailed upon to fix any 
time for her return. 

Adela heard not with great satisfaction^ 
that this moment was^ at lengthy approach- 
ing. Every thin^ had conspired to refider 
her residence in Hertford Street infinitely 
preferable to her abode at her uncle's. 
The kindness of her brother knew no abate- 
ment^ and his love of home became greater 
than at any former period. Adela's talents 
amused him ; her temper and conversation 
were alike attractive to him ; her sisterly 
affection conciliated his own warmest fra- 
ternal regard ; and there was a purity in 
her principles^ and a gentle steadiness in her 
conduct^ that called forth his utmost esteem. 
Christina^ divested of much of her habitual 
flippancy^ contributed her due share towards 
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4heiv conteDHaeAt. She looked up to Adelfti 
as the first of bttman beings^ aad oootracted 
for her bo anitnated an attachmeot^ that no 
.temptation upon earth would have induced 
her to nsj a Mnnt or a sarcastic thing to 
b«r. She songht^ and diligently observed 
her counsels ; was pliant in her hands as a 
docile child in those of a jndicious mother ; 
^ aimed at her approbation as the highest re- 
ward^ and repeatedly declared^ that if she 
could but succeed^ even in the remotest de* 
gree^ in becoming like her^ either in man* 
jiers or disposition, her utmost ambition 
would be gratified. 
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CHAP. VI. 



One mornings whilst alone with his sister^ 
gravely coversing with her on the subject 
of their father^ Julius^ whose concern at 
the^ prejudice entertained against her dailj> 
encreased^ suddenly exclaimed^ 

*' Upon my honour^ by thus estranging 
you from his house^ my fathi^ has a^reat 
deal to answer for^ not only on your ac- 
count^ but on mine. He often complains 
of my extrayaganccj and remonstrates against 
my love of dissipation. But what is there 
in such a home as this^ unenlivened by the 
presence of either sisters or mother^ to make 
me domestic ? When in town^ he has many 
engagements himself ; and occasionally, 
also, he collects round his own table, a party 
of men, bis cotemporaries in age, and emu- 
lators in gravity* I slip away from these 
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solemn personages as soon as decorum will 
permit^ and ask myself &s I leave the house 
in search of better amusementj how much 
longer I could have borne their heavy 
political discussions without falling fitat 
asleep ? At other times^ the apprehension of 
the gout^ induces my father to decline every 
invitation^ and to shut himself up from aH 
his friends for a week or ten days. I then 
often sacrifice to him my own gayest 
schemes ; and we dine^ i^tC'd'tite^ upeil 
chicken-brotb^ and bread-pudding. When 
this savoury repast is over^ and he has cdni* 
mented a sufficient time upon the amount 
of my last draft on his banker, he falls in^o 
a gentle dose, and I effect a gentle retreat, 

4 

and we see bo more of each other till the 
following day. Now^ ask yourself, Adela^ 
whether this is the description of a home 
that can be very inviting to a young min } 
You can bear me witness^ that since your 
abode here, I have shewn no such impa« 
tience to decamp : but society I must have ; 
ancTif my father provides for me, under his 
own roof, no companions younger than hinr- 
self, or much brighter than Sir Patrick 
Harley, he can have no r^ai^on to expect I 
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ihonld abstain from repairiog to whatever 
leeoes jield me more entertainment/* 

" If all this is the case^ my poor Julius^^ 
9aid Adela, smiling^ ^' and a companioa 
you could love^ i^ the only thing wanting 
to render you domestic^ I can give you no 
better advice than to take unto yourself 
a wife." 

'' A wife ! N09 faiths that would be a 
little too serious. Besides^ 1 am such a 
ra8b> impetuous fellow^ that if I fell suffi- 
ciently in love with a girl to wish to rasrry 
ber^ I should allow myself no time to form 
^ just estimate of her temper and under-- 
standing : butj pop ! at the very outset of 
our acquaintancCj if she would have me» X 
should run my head into the noose; and at 
the end of a few months^ recover from my. 
delusion, and find myselfj perhaps^ wedded 
to a fool or a shrew. I have koown one or 
two instances of men, generally thought 
much wiser than I am^ who have allowedf 
their discretion to be lulled into a sound 
nap, from » which^ when, at length, they 
awoke, the ea^th has not contained more 
miserable and self-upbraiding vfretches ! 

TOXi. ii« H 
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No, no ; ' Give wedlock to the winds — Vll 
none of it /** 

By the peculiar meaning in his looks, 
whilst speaking of the matrimonial dupes 
he had known, Adela conjectured, that her 
brother intended an allusion to the alliance 
eonti'acted by Algernon Mordington : but 
aware, from more indications than one, 
that the old animosity of their school-boy 
days still subsisted^ she had no wish to hear 
him more fully explain his meaning. 

With a delicacy and forbearance few 
woiild have manifested^ Talbot Cleveland 
abstained during the whole period of Adela*s 
hssidence with her brother, from seeking to 
gain admission to her. When Julius drove 
her out in his curricle, or walked with her 
and Christina in the park, he occiasionally 
obtained a sight of her : but even when in- 
vited by the Yormer to join their evening 
party, or to partake of their frugal dinner, 
he pleaded some engagement, and resolutely 
declined the tempting proposal. Adela was 
half aware, that his motive was to spare 
her his mother's strictures, and felt tsuly 
grateful to him : but Julius called him a 
perverse unsociable fellow; and after two 



or tbfM failures^ forbore ever asking him 
again* 

The verj morping preceding Mrs. Cleve- 
land's e^pe€»te{l return, the Genera^ just 
arrived from the country l^im^elf, pftid his 
piece a shor^ vi^it. He coneiplimented her 
00 her look of happiness and animatiop ; 
said she did great credit to her brother's 
care ; rejoiced that he was once more about 
to inhabit the same house vtrith her; and 
tbea began epquiri^g v«rhat amusements she 
had participated in^ and how she had spent 
ber time* — Adala' spoke, ^ith pleasure- of 
th# morning excursio^^ .which she ow^d to 
the kindn^i of Juliiis^ but said her evenings 
bad all been p^a^ed at heme. The General 
seemeil surprised, 

^' Your brother/' cried he, *' has so large 
an acquaintaoee, that he might surely have 
obtained for you some eligible chaperon to 
taJ&e yon into public/ or, at least, to have 
introduced . yoti into one or two private 
assembties/' . , 

'^ Julius nevjer started such 4^ plan, aod I 
must own that none of the \ivoA occurred to 
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hot what I wished jou to come up to towtt 
fdr ! You should see and be seen — ^andy 
the latter^ at no time with better effect^ than 
whilst you are a novelty to every eye^ and 
wear the charm of so fresh and brilliant ;a 
bloom. Even early hours and regular 
habits will not long preserve it uninjured isf 
our treacherous London air : it is beauty f§ 
greatest bane ; and no artifice which maj 
be employed to repair its ravages, is evef 
effectually availing to counteract its perm? 
cious mfluence.^' 

^' My dear iinde/* said Adela, gaily^ '' X 
will tell Julius, when he returns from bis 
ride, what an enemy he has been to my 
prospects ^f preferment; and should I, a 
little time hence, lose any of the colour you 
are pleased so highly to commend, he shall 
be at the expense of all the rouge I may be 
obliged to substitute in its place !** 

The General bore this ironical apsvrer 

. with great good-hutoour ;— from the lips of 

a beautiful girl, indeed, what would he net 

have borne ?-«-hHt presentiy rising to bid hec 

farewell, he said, 

'^ One thing I had nearly forgotten, 
which, ^1 jesting apart, I wish yo* to at« 
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teiidtOb A very fashionable woman with* 
whom Mr. Ckveland is well acquainted^ 
gWes- a ^eat ball to-night^ and sent an inr 
f hatioa to our house full three weeks ago. 
Had your aunt been in town^ she would un- 
doubtedly have taken you to it^ with one of 
tier own daughtiM's^ ;. as it is, you have no 
choiee between going with a stranger^ or 
staying entirely away^ My opinion is> you 
would do better to go. I can secure you a 
piroptf introductress ; my carriage shall be 
at your command ; and if I am not much, 
mistaken^ Julius:^ as well as myself^ will be 
th^re^ to introduce you to as many partners 
as you may wish. What say you^ my dear 
Adela^ to this scheme ?." 

^' That it sounds so. pleasant/' answered 
she^ cheerfully, '^ I am by no means philo- 
sopher enough to withstand its allurements T 

Much pleased at her prompt and ani- 
mated compliance^ the General then depart* 
ed^ after telling her at what hour to be 
r^ady^ and leaving a kind message for 
Cbristinaj who was engaged with a draw- 
iDg-marter. 

When Julius * was made acquainted with 
%f hat had passed^ he cordially seconded his 

h3 
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uncle's proposal^ and was evidently gra-^ 
tified that Adela had received froa> hiat 
such a proof of attention. Christina^ how- 
^ver^ expressed some doubt of her father's 
punctuality in regard to sending either the 
carriage or chaperon. 

'^ He has tio ita^mory in the world/' tried 
she^ '^aod the arrangements he nvakes in 
the morning gd as cOi^^ptetely out of his 
head by evening as if they had never entered 
it ! I say this^ my dear cousin^ to induce 
you to take s.ome step towards making the 
business secure. It would be ' very dis- 
agreeable^ after having had the trouble to 
dress^ to be obliged to sit down with your 
hands before you waiting till past midnight 
for a companion and a conveyance that will 
never come." 

'^ Disagreeable enough^ certainly !'' cried 
Adela^ ^' but how am L in such a case^ to 
help myself?" 

'' Why^ let me write a note to my bro- 
ther. He has some meitiory^ and as he will 
be at hand io give that of papa a little jog^ 
there will then be a chance you may not 
have made your toilet in vain.** 
Julius declared she was an excellent 
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counsellor^ aod the note was immediately 
written and dispatched. 

Whilst Adela was dressings which^ as^ 
much from necessity as choice^ she did with 
extreme simplicity^ Christina sat in her room^ 
zealous to commend^ if not adroit in assist- 
ing. Of envy she was incapable^ and her 
spirits were highly exhilarated by the pros- 
pect her friend seemed to have of spending, 
a gay and pleasant evening. 

*' If I wag handsome^" cried she^ ^' Tve. 
a great notioo^ a ball would make my heart 
beat with joy wooer than any thing ! It is^ 
astonishing what a rage for them Jemima 
has. How she will be mortified when she. 
hears of the invitation mamma has neg- 
lected ; I verily believe^ she thinks^ that in 
every ball-room^ lovers are to be found 
growing as plentifully as duckweed in ef ery 
pond ! Now^ I dare say^ half the youpg 
men who go to those places^ intend lo be 
admired themselves^ much more than to ad- 
mire any body else. However^ I never ^ 
mean to shew my little queer figure in any 
such scenes. I can forget that I am not 
well-looking when I am with my owa fa-^ 
mily and friends; but if I wKs.to find mj«^ 

H 4 
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self in a fine^ ligbied-up room^ amongst tail 
men and women^ looking down upon me as 
if they acquired additional consequence 
from mj insignificance^ I should want to 
run awaj and hide mjselC and^. perhaps^ 
grow out of humour with the whole world !'* 

'^ Ah, little Missy/' cried Amy, ^^me 
never hear you talk like foolish girl before! 
— ^You no queer-looking; you very plea- 
sant-looking t — Me like yonr face better 
eyerj time me see ft. — Ah, once Massa Ju* 
lius, he make mock at poor Amy^ and call 
her blacky, and stumpy; and laugh if she 
only come in sight ! But he no laugh now ; 
he forget to think me blacky — and tall meii 
and women, they forget to think y6u little !^ 

'^ They shall have no opportunity of 
either fdrgetting or remembering itj Amy, 
for I assure you, seriously, I will never gcr 
in their way. Mamma, when I have vexed 
her, tells me, the shall hate to present me, 
and thinks it a great threat to assure me, 
she shall take me out as little as possible. 
But it's no threat at all : I never wish to 
hd presented. I wish to live amongst peo- 
ple I can lo^e, and be, at my ease with ; and 
sometimes to go to the opera or to the play ; 
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and to have plenty of books ; and a com- 
fortable house^ and to know no more of the 
j^eat world than I do at this minute. 

Theo^ seeing Adela equipped, 

'* Come, dear cousin," continued she, 
'' come down and shew yourself to Julius. 
I think he will allow, that you, at least, 
are a very suitable figure fqr a ball-room.-— 
He means to go in the carriage with youi , 
which, perhaps, may not be an unnecessary, 
precaution; for, suppose, the lady papa 
sends for.jrou, should, like little Red-riding- 
hood's grandmother, turn out to be a wolf' 
in disgui8eF~she might devour you before 
juou got half way to.the ballj if you went 
alone with her ! '* 

The lady, however, was no wolf, nor was 
she, to Julius so wholly a stranger as to 
Adelfli. Through the interference, (which 
proved by no means superfluous) of Talbot i 
Cleveland, the carriage was io excellent 
time, and no embarrassment or difficulty at- 
tended their getting to the scene of .action.^ 

To the long -practised, frequenters, of. 
brilliant assemblies, ome place of that de- 
scription is extremely like another : . but to - 
Adela, every thing was so new, that she was • 
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in liiomentary apprehension of being re- 
proved by her brother for the look of ctiri^- 
osity with which she involuntarily gazed 
around her. In her wish to see every things 
she was so perplexed by the multiplicity of 
objects tLS almost to see nothing. To culti- 
vated and elegant 30ciety she had^ at Mrs. 
Soraerville's, beeh early habituated : but to 
a splendid crowds to a blaze of lights almost 
dazzling^ to the mixed murmur of in- 
numerable voices^ and to a brilliant variety 
of decorations, she was wholly unaccustom- 
ed. Her senses were at first bewildered, 
and she nearly wished herself away : btrt 
ere long she grew less sensi1[)le of the coHi- 
fusion ; she was able to distinguish one 
speaker from another; she listened to the 
sprightly airs to which the dancers were 
keeping time, with a wish to dance to them 
herself; and, on being solicited by a friend 
of her brother's to stand up, she gave hirti 
her hand with siicli alacrity, that Julius 
maliciously whispered to her, 

'' You looked as if you were going to 
thank him for taking compassion upon you !^' 

Talbot Cleveland, though not apparently 
eager to be the first to engage her, was 
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\¥atcbful to secure her hand ere aoy one eke 
could ask her for the two dances that fol^- 
lowed. When they were over^ she would 
gladly^ for some time/ have become a mece 
spectatress : but her uncle^ bringing up to 
her a gentleman he seemed unwilling she 
should refuse^ she once more repaired to 
her former place in the set. 

The new partner to whom she had beea 
assigned^ was obliging and attentive ; yet 
his conversation^ whilst they slowly made 
their way to the top of the dance> afforded 
her so little entertainment^ that she found it 
impossible not to listen with more intei'est 
to almost every person that stood near hei". ' 

Amongst those whom she had at intervals 
the best opportunity of overhearing^ was a 
gentleman dressed in mourning, who was 
conversing at some little distance, with the 
lady of the house. She was pressing him to 
chuse a partner, and complaining of the 
number of young men who gave themselves 
the airs of refusing to dance, and who were 
either sauntc^ring uselessly about, or loungi- 
ing idJy upon their seats. 

''Now, both these, my dear madam,'' 
said the stranger^ '' are ofiences of which 

h6 
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you onght^ in coiftlkion jmtice, to acquit 
me. I leave the chairs to the weary or the 
iltiggish; and I am so far from heing a 
sauDterer^ that when I find^ in any part of 
the room^ an attractive object, no spell- 
bound knight could be more firmly rooted 
to the same spot!'' 

'' You positively^ then^ are determined 
not to dance ? Have you quite forsworn it ?" 
. *' I forswear nothing. Rash vows, either 
pro or con, are the most dangerous tempta* 
ti9ns a man can lay himself under to be- 
come guilty of perjury/* 
. '^ I am quite edified at the sententious 
originality of this remark !--^But, my lord, 
if you are absolutely pre»determined against 
dancing, will you, at least, go and talk « 
little to some of those poor unmated misses ? 
Thai would be raising hope — and hope, 
though unfounded, is more lively than 
total despair." 

'* I cannot resign the pleasant contempla- 

' tion in which I am now harmlessly engaged, 

for the treacherous purpose of forwarding 

your plan, and raising delusive expecta<> 

tion." 

He tlMD^ in a lower voice, said lomethiiig 
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ivhieh made the lady 8roile> and direct her 
ej^es, Adela thought, towards the place 
.^here she stood. This suspicion instantly 
induced her to withdraw from them her 
attention; and she Tery soon became so 
much engaged in the dance, that it would 
have been impossible to have listened to 
Ihern^ had she even continued to wish it. 

The remembrance of this little dialogue 
iKTould probably have been very speedily 
effaced from her mind^ had she not, during 
tjbe remainder of the dance, constantly per- 
ceived the gentleman in mourning standing 
mtfain a few paces of whatever place she 
^occupied. She looked around, to discover 
who could be so powerful a magnet of 
attraction to him ; and seeing amongst the 
.ladies who encircled her> not a single indi- 
, vidual whose distinguished beauty or defor- 
mity could account for such persevering 
observatioq, a blushing surmise at lenglh 
•iKscurred to her^ that she was herself the 
object of his contemplation. The idea, 
far from gratifying her ready vanity; em- 
barrassed and almost offended her; she 
thought so unwearied a scrutiny, a proof of 
boldness and ill-manners; and when her 
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engagement ceased^ it was neither fatigue^ 
nor the desire of escaping from an insipid 
partner^ that drove her so expeditiously to 
a seat beside her conductress^ as an unaf- 
fected impatience to be freed from farther 
notice. 

The supper rooms were now thrown open> 
and Talbot Cleveland came forward to 
assist his cousin and her friend in securing 
places. 

You ran away/* said he, to Adela^- 

so alertly, from your last partner^ that you 
can. in conscience expect no help from him ; 
and besides^ he has a sister here^ whom^ 
if he takes no care of himself^ there is 
small chance that any body else will.'* 

" Really^ then/* said Adela, who could 
not forbear laughing^ '- they are admirably 
matched ! The sister I defy to be more un^ 
amusing than the brother !'* 

When^ with some difficulty, Talbot had 
executed his undertaking, and seen the two 
ladies conveniently seated^ he was denied 
the reward which he had promised himself^ 
by hearing it insinuated amongst some 
ancient chaperons who were still standings 
that if all the young men had the rudeness 
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to crowd forward to the tables^ there would 
scarcely be room for half the female part of 
the companj. 

. '^ Must I attend to this disagreeable 
hint^** said he^ in a low voice^ to Adela^ 
'"or shall I aflfect deafness ?" 

^' Oh, be deaf by all meanit !** answered 
sli^. 

But, at that moment, his father calling 
him away to go to the assistance of some 
lady of their acquaintance, who was Vainly 
struggling to force her way through ttit 
crowd at the door, the place which Adela 
wished him to occupy, was filled by il 
grave matron anxious to avoid sitting in ik 
draft, and she saw of her cousin nothing 
more during the whole supper. 

Mrs. Ross, the lady to whose care she 
was committed, proved sociable and well-- 
bred, and they were engaged in a lively con« 
versation, and attending less to what passed 
around them than to each other, when the 
mistress of the house, who declined taking 
any fixed station^ but went about froni one 
table to the .other chatting with her guests^ 
came. behind Mrs. Ross, and giving her .A 
little tap upon the shoulder, said. 
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'^ You terribly require to be kept ia, 
order he^e ! A young ladj from the oppo-* 
site side of the table^ has been looking to- 
vrards you for some of those sweeioieata 
standing near you^ this half, hour : and 
now^ I see^ she has been fain^ poor thing ! 
to put up >Kfith what they certainly do not 
much resemble — a slice of brawn ! — -Come 
you must admit a gentleman amongst you ; 
make a little room ; here is one at hand>. 
who promises as an assistant to perform 
wonders.** 

Mrs. Ross complied^ and made^ at the 
flame time^ some apologies for her imputed 
peglect — 

"Well, well, I forgive you," cried their 
gay hostess;: — ''only, y«u know, I must 
not suQer my poor guests to be starved. 
Her^, my lord, step into office; and be^ 
sure, neither to surrender your own, nor to 
engross the attention of any single indi'* 
yidual, to the detriment of the sweetmeat- 
eaters on the, opposite side of the table/' 

As sbe spoke, the gentleman she w.as so 
zealous to introduce, took possesi^ion of the 
teat which Mrs. Ross had contrived to va« 
cate for him between herself and Adela» 
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and when the latter turned her head to 
look at hiro^ she perceived with some rex* 
ation^ that he was the very stranger she 
had sd lately sought to avoid. 

Mrs. Ross was wholly unacquainted with 
binij but findhig he \lras disposed to con- 
versey she evinced no unseasonable reserve, 
and the subjects which they mutually 
startedj were entertaining and lively. Adela, 
at firsts profoundly silenl:, and even endea- 
vouring to listen \o what was said at the 
other end of the table, gradually found her 
attention drawn solely to her two neigh- 
bours ; and, at length, to her own surprise, 
found herself bearing a part in their con- 
versation. 

In the countenance of the stranger, who 
was young, and of a distinguished figure, 
there was a fortunate mixture of sweetness 
atid spirit, and in his whole deportment, a 
manly elegance, which it was impossible 
long to overlook. The expression of his 
smile^ and the tone of bis voice were equally 
calculated to prepossess whoever conversed 
with him ; and so completely did Adela for- 
get how recently she had shunned him, that 
ere he had been seated half an hour by her 
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side> she thought him more agreeable than 
almost any person she had ever seen. 

After supporting^ for some time^ on ge- 
neral subjects^ a conversation whieh^ the 
llonger it Ia9ted> the less Adeja wished to 
termina^e^ he addressed himself to her with 
somewhat more seriousness^ and said — 
, ^' On first hearings te-night^ the name of 
Miss Cleveland^ I was prepared to behold 
a very different possessor of that appellation.. 
You arej in. thii^ part of the worlds at least> 
a new individual of that family : but allow 
me to enquire after some others — the 
nearest> and^ perhaps^ the dearest to you 
of the race^— who reside in Northumber- 
land. Have you heard lately from Mrs. 
Somerville?" 

'' Mrs. Somerville } Do you know her^ 
then, my lord ?" 

^' I know her sufficiently to admire her. 
more than almost any woman I am ac- 
quainted with." 

'^ How delightful a thing to hear ! But^. 
admire her for every merit more than for 
that of being an alert correspopdent.— -I 
have heard from her only once these two 
months." 
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" Within that time I have twice had the 
bcmour of seeing her^ and can assure yoa 
that she was perfectly well at mj last inters 
view. But shall we say nothing of her 
frank^ hospitable^ friendly and deserving 
husband ? — If you enter not as vrarmly intoi 
the iderits of his perfectly natural^ and sicH 
gularly benevolent character^ as I expect 
you to do — ^you are not the Miss Cleveland 
you look^ and ought to be found !** 

^' If a full sense of his excellence^ "" cried 
Adela^ smiling, '^is all that you require of 
me to prove my own merit — ^fear me not, 
my lord ; — I am entitled to your highest 
good opinion ! No one honours the virtues,^ 
or loves the disposition of Mr. Somerville 
more cordially than I do.'* 

^'Thus far then, we are agreed : and^ I 
know not how it is, but a certain undefina- 
hle something, persuades me, that in many 
other of our tastes and opinions we should, 
perhaps, equally coincide : — in all, alas ! 
where are the two mortals who ever could 
concur ? — Now, do not imagine I am la*' 
menting, that we cannot all agree in* dis* 
cerning beauty in the same face, or sweet^* 



164 TRAITS OF NATURE. 

Bess in the same sound. No ; what I mean 
iB^ to regret that two persons^ who think 
alike^ perhaps^ u|ion most subjects^ and are 
inclined to mutual esteem^ should yet so of- 
ten be set at Tariance because thej cannot 
equally value each other*s friends.-— -We 
think it npt enough that an. individual en-^ 
titles himself to our single good opiofion ; 
we require that for all with whom we are 
concerned, he should entertain the same par- 
tiality ; and this can seldom, if ever, be the 
case.— -When we meet again. Miss Cleve- 
land, and you have learned to know more 
of me than you now seem to conjecture, you 
will better understand the tendency of these' 
observations ;-— in the instance of Mrs. So- 
merville, indeed^ I had the happiness of 
discovering that they were not always well 
founded : but, shall I experience equal 
candour from youf If you hear me spoken 
of with enmity, will you suspend your judg- 
ment, and decide from observation^ not' 
from report ? — ^^Will you say to yourself-^ 
'^ My sister is acquainted with him ; she 
professes to be his friend — he cannot therd-" 
fore be so culpable as he is represented T* 
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He uttered this in too guarded a tone to 
be overheard hy Mrs. Ros8> and when he 
paHsedj fixed his e^es upon Adela^ to ob«^ 
serve the efiect his mysterious language had 
produced. She was amazed beyond de*!* 
scriptiooj and was just beginning to suppli- 
cate for a clearer explanation of his mean* 
ing^ when she felt herself somewhat roughly 
seized by the arm^ and ere she could look 
rounds the voice of Julius^ in an accent of 
impatience^ reached her ear. 

'^ My uncle^is carriage is at the door/" 
cried he ; " it is time jou should go." ' 

The abruptness of this summons, at such 
a moment^ gave her much concern. 

'* My dear Julius/* cried she, " could 
it not wait half an hour longer ? I am very 
UQwilU^ to be the first to run away.** 

Scarcely had she concluded this sentencey 
before a glance at her brother's countenance 
caused her to repent . that she had ever ut- 
tered it. No language can convey the feeblest 
idea of the* deep gloom, mingled with ilU 
suppressed fierceness, that deformed bis 
aspect. His affrighted sister gazed at ..him 
ai^bast ; but, uncooaeieus of her alarm, or 
wUfolly disregarding it, he snatched her 
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hand^ which scarcely trembled more from 
conrternaiion than his own from passion^ 
and entreating Mrs. Ross^ in words scarcely 
articulate, to follow^ he drew her preci- 
pitately away. 

In the anti-room, Adela gained courage 
to remonstrate against goitig without speak- 
ing to the lady of the house. 

'' Adela," said Julius, in a stern, yet 
subdued voice, ^^ if you seek any excuse to 
re-enter the apartment we have just quitted, 
I never will forgive you !** 

*' Good Heaven, Julius ! why do you 
utter such a threat ? What can be the mo- 
tive of so much indignation f^ 

He made no reply to this interrogation, 
but urging her, whilst seeking her shawls 
to use dispatch, he scarcely gave her time 
to throw it over her shoulders, before he 
again drew her forward, calling loudly for 
his uncle's servants. They answered imme<« 
diately; the carriage drew up; the two 
ladies were hurried into it, and then, io 
llieir great surprise, found that Julius WjBS> 
not going with then. Yet hewas efi^ 
dently in no humouf to bear interrog4ti«b.;- 
they both, therefore^abptaiQe^ from Qipress-^ 
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ing wbat tBey thought, hastily bade him 
good nighty and were driven away. 

After gome moments silence, '^ Is all this 
a dream ?" said Mrs. Ross. '^ I can 
scarcely believe that a departure so sudden^ 
sa needlessly precipitate, is real ! " 

'' I am afraid, however, we shall find 
it so/* replied Adela. ^' But whatever 
my brother's reasons may have been for 
urging me to so prompt a retreat, I am 
ashamed, my dear madam, that he should 
with you haTe taken so unwarrantable a 
liberty.'' 

'^ I beg you won't mention it. A cha- 
peron, unless she dances, is never very sorry 
to get away from these places in reasonable 
time. I certainly would not have brought 
you from so gay a scene on my own account; 
bint I am very willing you should know, 
that our early departure is no personal 
mortification to me." 

Adela thanked her for this assurance; 
and but little disposed to speak longer of 
her brother, whose conduct had thoroughly 
chagrined her, she began making some re-*' 
ikiaoks upon the good taste and degance' 
disphgred in the decorations of the roomt 
tiMiy had juit quitted. 
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'' Yes/* said Mrs. Ross^ '* I agree with 
you that every thing was incompariibly ar* 
ranged ; but nothing more' so^ than the in- 
troducton to a seat between us^ of the no- 
bleman so dextrously assisted by our sprightly 
hostess ! I could have laughed at the solemn 
gravity with which you^ at firsts received 
him; he too observed it^ I am certain^ for 
I saw his eyes glancing sideways towards 
you^ with a very arch and droll expression. 
But you will allow^ that he contrived^ be- 
fore we came away, to Ireconcile you very 
completely to his admission/' 

'' I thought him/' said the undissembling 
Adela^ '' extremely pleasant ; and his 
knowledge of one of my sisters^ and the 
just esteem in which he holds her, gave him 
an additional claim to attention.^ 

Soon after this^ the carriage stopped, 
and Mrs. Ross alighted at her own door. 
Adela was then driven to Hertford Street, 
in a temper of mind far from enviable. 
She was seripusly perplexed to account lor 
the resentment of her brother, and the ex- 
tremely arbitrary measure he had pursvod. 
The affection bis recent kindness had 
awakened, tended bat to make his present 
harshness more paiaful ia be borne ; and 
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Ikragb she endeavoured to repress all an- 
^er^ she found it impossible not to con- 
fiider such an act of authority as a species 
of tyranny he had no right to exert. 
The following morning, she hoped, would 
l^lear up the meaning of so strange a trans- 
action, and acquaint hpr with some extenu- 
ating motive for it, which might enable her 
na longer to think of it with displeasure. 

But when morning came, and she so 
fiiUy and anxiously expected to talk the 
whole matter over with him, Julius sent 
word that his head ached, and he should 
Jtil^eakfast in his own room. Adela, griev- 
idQsly disturbed by this message, wrote to 
if im a. short note to the following purport : 
t:< ^^ My dear Julius, unless you are really 
ill, come to us, I entreat, whatever dtspo- 
4&t»m^ you may be in. Nothing can so 
gmtftly concern me as your not allowing us 
|^:$ee you. Dear brother, I beseech you 
-^oteel": 

:'i-^o- these affectionate lines, the only an** 
swer he returned wa3, that he would see 
them before he took his ride : r 
. *^ And perhaps,*' said Christina, *' we 
Inay also seemamma before that time coiner. 

* VOL. II. I 



^Tlie^fite firom HminptOB is Bothiag^ mii 
^e maj be Jiere to fetch » by two o'ek>ck.** 
^'IliOj^ 4idt/' cried Adelm^ *'I wvuld fiet go 
away 'Wfthoftt baviag Bnt spoken to Julius^ 
^OB any aecount.^' 

'^ Yet^ I assure you^ my dear coasin^ if 
we are called for by mamnia^ she will take it 
-tteeedingiy ill if you give that as a reason 
for net goinj^ down to her imraediately, 
But why does not this imsoetable Julius eat 
hia down rolls with ns ti>i8 TOorning as 
«s«al ? What signifies a little head-ache ?** 

^' Christina/* said Adela^ very kindlyj 
^' I'iove you too well^ andaai too much ^per- 
suaded of your discretion^ to conceal from 
yea that tiie real cause of ny brother^s 
fcoldtng «loof^ is displeasure against me on 
account of tometfaisg which happened last 
night. Should you^ therefore^ be in the 
Mom when be makes bis appearancCj I must 
entreat you will ^lide quietly away^ in 
order to give me an opportunity of having 
a little -explicit conversation with him be- 
fore I leave the house/' 

^^ Now this openness and confidence is 
what I quite adore!*' cried Christina, 
gratefully eoAracing her. -*-^' Dearest, 
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dearest tou$in, (bere isootliiag in the world 
you might Aot peri)iiade> me to do by «iob' 
friendly treataieat !-^Haa,ven forgiy^ ypu \ 
But you' feaMy oiaka me loye yoii bet^ 
thaa. father or mother^ or apyi)Q/dy in tb# 
whole -world !" 

After this^ they sat conversing over theif 
vrork ti\l near three o'clock^ mA A4^)a he* 
gao to be seriously appreb^^si-ye ij^at her 
brother^ to the aegl^t ct his prippyise, had 
quitted the house wi^^v^t dei|g|riiig to 43ee 
her. But, at the oMinent thii ^nortifyiog 
idea suggested itself^ the door op€)ped/ aad 
Julius^ ready boihted^ and bU "^hip ^iu his 
hand^ stalked gravely iiitp jthe roow. 

Adela advanced to meet hiin^ fad en- 
quiring with cordiality how he did, sl]^.ex>^ 
pressed her satisfaction at seeing h|p9. H? 
spoke not a word ; bi^t coldly .nodding to bor^ 
he went up to the chimney-clock^ regulated 
his watch by it> then drew on hi^ gWlfes/ and 
whistlilig to Wasp» was. departing ^ si* 
leotly as he had entered, wben« se^zi^g h^ 
hand, she earnestly eoftreajtisd him to 9lUtf* 

^* What for V* said he> diiepgagiag him« 
self, yet standing still, und frigidly re* 
garding her. 

1% 
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' *^ To hear me tell you, JuUns, thathoir* 
ever I may have offended you, my fault was 
unintentional ; to be reminded that, to-day 
we part, and that after so happy a residence 
beneath the same Toof with you, it cannot 
be expected I should^ contentedly endure so 
unfriendly a separation/' 

Julius looked round to ascertain their 
being ialone,' and then, fiading Christina 
•had retired, indignantly replied— 

** The same roof is ill*calcidated to shelter 
two people whose disposition so widely dif- 
fers ! — ^We shall do best apart, Ad^a. — You 
have one set of feelings to indulge, and I 
ha^e another. Let us not talk of what is 
passed ; facts speak for themselves, and you 
can say nothing to disprove the full convic- 
tion you gave me last night, of our utter 
inability to view things through the same 
medium." 

*' These vague insinuations," resumed 
Adela, ^^ only confuse and bewilder me* 
'Speak intelligibly, Julius ; — tell me, clearly 
and plainly, what was my trespass ?" 

JLosing all command of himself Julius, 
now, furiously answered— 

With what a cool, plausible, d — ^ned 
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look of innocent unconsciousness she stands^ 
there to irritate and insult me ! — I hate yocr 
more for thi:^ facility of dissembling, thau 
for any thing you could have said evei^ 
openly to have defied me ! C — ^rse me if I 
ever wish to see your face again T* 

And so saying, with a vehemence' that 
was almost frantic^ he rushed towards the 
dbor, drew it nearly off the hinges by the 
force with which he tore it open ; and leav- 
ing it thrown back at its utmost width, he 
flew down stairs^ and was out of the houses- 
in an instant ! 

Adela continued motionless for some mi- 
nutes after this outrageous ebullition, like a« 
person stunned and bereft of all power |o 
think. Unused, since the days of early chi^ 
hood^ to any species of harshness or violeni^e^ 
the shock of such a scene almost over- 
whelmed hen When able to reflect, she 
meditated upon it with sadness, affright- 
nearly with incredulity : for hardly did it 
seem possible to her, that a brother — one 
who had of late shewn himself so indulgent 
and attoched, should, without explaining^ 
i^an.what provocation, subject a. sister^ a 

I 3v 
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gtiest, a defenseless female, to the endoraftce 
of so intemperate a burst of passion ! 

Christina^ on re-entering the room^ fonnd 
her pale^ and in tears. . 

" My kind and sweet consin,** cried she, 
fondly and sympathizingly throwing her 
arms round her, '* what is the matter ? — It 
breaks my begirt to see yon in any sor- 
row r 

Adelawas nnable to speak, but she leaned 
her head upon the little girVs fihonlder, and 
continued to weep, though with less bitter^ 
ness — 

" I will not importune you with ques- 
tions,'* resumed the warm-hearted Christina; 
^^ I will not even speak to you if it is dis-* 
agreeable : but still rest your head upon me 
— still give me the pride of thinking that 
you love me well enough to find some com- 
fort in letting me be near you/* 

Adela, touched by her kindness, aflfec- 
tionately embraced her ; and then, making 
an eSoTt to recover herself, she arone, ami 
walked to an open window — - 

" Whatever, dear Christina," said sh^^ 
*' You may conjecture from the visible dis- 
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tri35j& io which you found me, forbear, I ei^ 
treat, to speak of the circumstance to any 
human being. Not even my poor Amy 
would I bave apprized of it<*~and were it 
possible^ I would willii^ly, and for ever^ 
forget it myself.'* 

'^ Fear nothing from any indiscretion of 
mine,^' cried Christina. ^^ Where there is 
much love, there is much reluctance to give 
pain ; and I would not 9ay a word, or even 
permit, myself a look that should p$tiu yoUy 
for all that the whole world could ofkt 
me r 

Adela warmly thanked her; and wheA 
both were restored to greater composure* 
they began to express some impatience for 
the arrival of the General's or Mrs. Cleve- 

4 

land's carriage — 

" I do not," said Christina, ^^ (and it is 
lucky for me, as I am forced to leave it) like 
this house half so well now as I did wheq I 
entered it. I will uot give Julius credit for 
having aimed at so ^ood a purpose, but cer- 
tain it is, the vexatipn he has occasioned 
you to-day, has reconciled me completely 
to thoughts of Mademoiselle Durocher^ 
aod the glpomy old school-room.*" 

i4 
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As time wore away^ and still no car- 
riage appeared^ Adela^ determined against 
remaining in Hertford Street to dinner^ ex- 
pressed an earnest, inclination to send for an 
hackney-coacb^ and drive to her nncle's 
withoat further delay. 

" We know,** said she, "that he, at 
least, is in town, thongh my annt, perhaps, 
may not be arrived ; and who would be so 
preposterously scmpnlons as to attribute any 
impropriety to our going to partake of his 
dinner ?'* 

" I assure you," cried Christina, " if 
mamma should be returned, you would be 
censured very much, for going home in a 
hackney-coach, with no servant behind it, 
and no gentleman to escort us. These are 
what she would call, little independent sort 
of frolics, which she would not permit either 
of my sisters to take even in a case of life 
or death ; and I Unow, she would think we 
had reflected disgrace upon the house, by 
venturing, in the open face of day, to drive 
up to the door in so scrubby a vehicle. But, 
my dear cousin, you can seud Amy to 
Berkeley Square to find out what they are 
all about;' and if no carriage is to be had 
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fromttlience^ she can at least ask for one of 
the footmen to go behind ns in our humble 
hack." 

Delighted with her intelligent friend for 
having devised this plan> and preserved h^ 
from an undesigned breach of etiquette^ 
Adela instantly gave the necessary instruC'- 
tions to Amy^ and thought^ every moment 
an age till she came back. 

But the angry countenance with which 
the honest creature returned^ gave her young, 
mistress very little encouragement to enquires 
what had been the result of her embassy.. 
Christina took the task upon herself^ and^ 
her first question was — ^ 

" Is mamma yet come to town, Amy ?** 
" Oh, yes, little Missy, and dressing very 
fine to go out to dinner ! Me hear bersay 
at her room door — * There is no carriage in 
the way to send for Miss Cleveland now ; 
her brother must manage all that, or she 
inust wait where she is till the evening: let 
her be told, we none of us dine at home !*-^ 
Me in so great passion when me hiear her 
&ay all that ill-nature, and say out loud for 
saucy waiting^maids to listen, that meNgreat 
mind to give her good scolding ! But, per- 

15 
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bapdy poor yoting Missy, aht suffer for tbal^ 
so me only mutter and look mad, and tnake 
haste down stairs. And in the hall^ tctt ask 
£rst one lazy footman, then anothet td come 
away here with me, because my yonng lady, 
and Miss Christy want them ; and they only 
latigh, ' and tarn np their noses^ and say^ 
they nfever go behind hackney-fcoaches !-*- 
Ob^ this too bad ! Me tell them great heap 
of truth, and call them jyuppies^ and no 
care for tncdce great noise ; and Massa Tal- 
bot^ he coine out, and ask tHbat was matter? 
So me glad thtsB, and «ay him all ; atid the 
footmans look so foolish ! And Massa Tal- 
bot^ he frown^ and bid one go trith me 
quick, quick, and he staled himself ia hall 
to see silly monkey do i»h^ he tell.'* 

^^ A hopeful set of respectfnl attendants 
papa and mamma have had the hi^piness of 
collecting T cnied Christina ; *^ but no mat- 
ter ; t^ir imp^nencehas received a. check, 
aiid, far to-day, at least, the interference of 
Talbot may keep them in tolerable order.*' 

Adela was too much bent upon effecting 
tier departure before the petcum of Julius, to 
Aiestow a thought upon this ^comparatively 
Significant subject. She lost sot a moment 
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in:~sepdijig for a coach ; and Amy, who had 
made all her jpreparations for removal in the 
mornings was ready to attend the two youn^ 
la^es intp }t the instant it arrived. 



^« 
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CHAP. VII. 



HOSPITALITY. 

On reacliing Berkeley Square^ and repairing 
to the drawing-room^ not a single indi^dual 
of the family appeared to greet them» 
Talhot systematically kept away till his 
mother and sisters should have concluded 
their toilet. The General was dressing alsp^ 
and no indication could be overheard of the 
slightest pr^aration for their reception in 
the dining-parlour. 

" This is cold comfort T cried Chris- 
tina^ looking half ashamed^ and hdf ready 
to laugh : /^ but have patience^ dearest 
cousin^ and I will run up to mamma, and 
put her in mind of ordering us not to be 
starved." 

The accomplishment of Adela*s earnest 
wish (dictated by some degree of natural 
resentment) to escape from her brother's 
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house without again encountering him> gave 
her too much satisfaction to he easily 
checked hy any manifestation of neglect 
where kindness was so little expected ; and 
she besought Christina to hazard no re- 
monstrance that could possibly give offence. 
^^ Why^ suppose I should afiront them a 
little/' cried she, ** what can they do worse 
than condemn us to fast ? My punishmeift 
will be as great if I hold my tongue^ as if I 
.peak; and I had a vast deal rather go 
without my dinner for being a little too frank^ 
than for being a great deal too helpless !''^ 
She then ran away, and Adela. saw her 
not again, till she descended with hev 
mother and Jemima- 

^' Miss Cleveland/* said the former, look* 
ing evidently much out of humour ; '^ you 
are come to us again at a very unlucky 
time. I should have sent for you this even- 
ing, and, had you remained at your bro- 
ther's, you might have dined in comfort. 
Bat now, I am sure I don't know what you 
will get, for the servants are all • busy un« 
packing, and there won't be a creature ^t 
leisure to do any thing for you. It was 
very inconsiderate of Julius to send you back 
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in siicb a yiolent hnrry ; he might easily 
have guessed our people would not yet be 
settled.** 

Tlie coarse inhospitality of these mar-* 
inars^ Adela too thoroughly disdained to be 
jnffled by them. 

^^ I am »rry,** answered she, qniedy; 
^^ to have arrived at an iiiconyeniDnt mo^ 
tpient : it was nnayoidable, and I baiFe onljr 
to assure yon^ madam, that I wish to give 
AS Btde troable as possible. A sapdwicli 
•md a little ifine and water will amply 
eootent me.** 

lElien, toming to Jemima^ she eivilly 
ilMressed hv, and hoped sli^ had been cjpiite 
well since they met. 

^' Ob^ perfectly^ my dear oonsin^** replied 
ihat yomig lady» with all ber fornier j-eady 
Idndness ; ^' but this restoration to charming 
XfOndon will mal^e me even better than weU* 
I trust nothing will drive ns out of town 
again before July. But I have a thousand 
things to ask you. Papa tells us^ yon were 
4it Mrs. Elmer's ball last night. Only 
think, mamma imagined it was for to* 
morrow, and I had never seen the card of 
invitation, for it came whilst I was at my 
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annf s before. Were you amnaed ? Did 
yea dance much ? Do tell me all about it ; 
and whp you saw^ and who you liked and 
talked with most ?'' 

^^ These are things it would take more 
time to recount than you can now spare to 
hear. In a general way, I can assure yoa 
that the ball was very brilliant^ and that I 
much regretted your not being in town to 
«njoy it." 

^f Oh, nothing upon earth should hftve 
induced me to let mamma stay away, if I 
had suspected it was to take place so soon* 
If Talbot had been good-natured, he would 
have written to put us in mind of it ; for 
Mrsw £lmer*8 is, of all the houses in Londoti^ 
the one I have long most wished to visit at; 
ishe has an amazingly fiashionable acquaint- 
ance, and wherever she is, one always sees 
more fine men hovering round her than any 
hody else can contrive to attract. Pray do 

you know whether Lord EnnerdaJe waB 
there ?"* 

^' I heai'd no such name."* 
^^ Dear, I am amazed at that, for Mrs. 
Elmer courts him prodigiously, and «vould 
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not^ I am snre, permit him to stay away 
on such an occasion.** 

Adela thought it possible^ the nobleman 
with whom she had conversed herself might 
be this very Lord Ennerdale : but his re* 
membrance^ since the scene she had gone 
throDgh in the morning, was painfnl to. her; 
for^ nnable to surest any other reason for 
the rage of Julias, she now ascribed it to 
her having committed an impropriety in 
holding a dialogue with so complete a 
stranger. 

Jemima was proceeding to make farther 
enquiries concerning the ball, when her 
mother, growing very angry at the long 
delay of Barbara in making her appearance,, 
said to Christina — 

*^ Go up and see what she is about, and 
tell her not to keep us waiting in this in- 
tolerable manner ! She always takes more 
time in dressing than any body else, and 
looks worse when she has done !'* 

^^ Shall I tell her so, mamma, with your 
love?"* said Christina, looking very inno- 
cent. 

^^ Tell her what you please ; only desire 
her to make haste."* 
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Talbot now allowed himself the gratifi- 
cation of coming in to welcome his cousin's 
retnm ; and whilst he was still speaking to 
her^ his father joined them. 

" Adela here ?*' cried he, " why is she 
not, then, going with ns, Mrs. Cleveland ?" 

" She came too late ; we could not pos- 
sibly have waited whilst she dressed : and, 
besides, I think our troop is quite suffi- 
ciently large and formidable already •** 

The General, only noticing the first part 
of this speech, said, " Are you not still 
waiting for Barbara ?** 

" Very much against my inclination, I 
assure you. But Barbara is totally out of 
my management, and the more she thinks 
it will provoke me, the more tedious, I 
believe, she takes pains to be." 

" But if this good girl remains behind,** 
resumed the General, *^ is there any dinner 
provided for her ? She must not be left to 
the mercy of the servants." 

" Oh, pray. General, don't trouble your- 
self about things so totally out of your 
department ! Your niece won't be suffered 
to die of inanition." 

^ It would be a sorry death, and worse 
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than any she deserves^ even for hex ab- 
nipt flight from Mrs. £liner*s laatt nighti 
What became of you, Adela» all wpper 
time ? And why did you allow yourself to> 
be spirited away in bo extraordioaiy a 
manner ?'* 

** I only obeyed orders, my dear nncTe ; 
Julius told me your carriage was waiting ; 
and as he seemed to think it was time I 
should go, and MrSi Ross was very willing 
to believe it, I persuaded myself to depart 
with as little reluctance as I could/' 

^' Take my advice, however, and don't let 
Julius, or any body else, influence you, 
another time, to quit a ball before it is half 
over. 

Miss Barbara Cleveland, decorated to 
her own satisfaction, now made her ap- 
pearance, and her mother instantly rang the 
bell to let the servants know she was about 
to descend. A brief sentence of salutation 
passed between the new-comer and Adela, 
who was far from repining when, in a few 
minutes, the whole paity drove away. 

A comfortless and sordid repast, iU 
dressed, ill served up, and worse attended, 
in process of time, followed their departure. 
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Epicurism is seldom the vice of youths 
particnlarly amongst females ; aud Adela 
had too long been accustomed to a perfectly 
plain table^ to have attained the slightest 
degree of critical acumen in the science of 
eating. Yet^ there is a ceitain neatness 
and delicacy with which, even those who 
are the least solicitous for costly fare, can 
with difficulty dispense ; and few things are 
better calculated to substitute disgust in the 
place of appetite, than the sight and smell 
of a slovtoly made-dish. 

^^ Oh, for the good ol{} .woman in Hertf 
*ford Street !'* exclaimed Christina^ looking 
with dismay at the table before her. ^^ Her 
skill in the art of cookery, notwithstanding 
the libellouft assertions of Julius, is woith 
millions compared to this. How i should 
like to sikve a little bason of this smoky 
soup for mamma's luncheon to-morrow, aud 
a plateful of yonder oily ragout, for the 
dainty palate of Jemima I" 

Adela, as resignedly as she could, was 
dining upon bread aud sallad, and, without 
thinking it incumbent upon her to defend 
the rest of the fare, she recommended to 
Christina the same expedient. They both^ 
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as expeditiously as tfaey conld^ dispatched 
their fragal meal, and with far more alacrity 
than they had sat down to it, hastened frOtn 
the nutempting board. 

Ilie remainder of the day, Adeia dedi- 
cated to writing letters. Lady Rosalvan 
was the first whom she addressed, and the 
correspondent she was most anxions to hear 
from. Once only since they had parted, 
had her ladyship remembered the strict 
promise which she had given of writing 
with punctuality and frequency. Adela re-> 
minded her of this voluntary engagement, 
and expressed as she really felt, great dis- 
appointment at its failure. Her other 
letters were to Dr. Hampden and Mrs*. 
Sottierville, to the latter of whom she re- 
counted a considerable part of the dialogue 
in which she had been engaged with the 
nobleman at Mrs. Elmer s, and entreated 
her sister to send her a key by which she 
might understand its meaning. 

It was nearly eleven o'clock before these 
epistles were concluded, ajid Christina 
(gently exhorted by her lovely moni tress 
not to incur the risk of another rough sum- 
mons from her mother's domineering at- 
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teadant) had beeu gone to bed some time, 
when the General and his son^ but without 
the ladies, returned. Adela enquired the 
reason , of her aunf$ delay, and was told 
that she and her daughters had proceeded 
from the house where they dined to some 
great evening assembly. 

'' But TaHiot and I," added the General, 
^^ were tired, at least we fancied ourselves 
so, till we -saw you sitting here, and we 
chose to think one large party at a formal 
dinner, enough for the same day.*' 

After this little compliment, Adela's 
gaUant uncle drew a chair close to the 
table at which she had been writing, and 
entered into a conversation with her and 
bis son, so lively and so pleasant, that the 
carriage which brought home the ladies, 
dpQve «p to the door, and a thundering 
Icoock announced their arrival, before any 
of the trio thoqght of retiring. Talbot, 
however, now started up. 

^"^ I must make good my retreat,*' cried 
b«j ^* without beat of drum. If my mother 
finds me here, her indignation, at my having 
pl^svded the fatigue of yesterday's ball for 
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not going with her to this evening^s assem* 
hly, will know no lionnds.** 

He then hastily hade his father and Adela 
good-nighty and effected his exit without 
discovery. 

A short desultory conversation on the 
different incidents of the day, took place 
after Mrs. Cleveland and her daughters 
came np ; some complaints were made of 
Talbot, who, his mother averred^ grew 
more and more sparifig of his attendance 
npon herself and his sisters, aod who, night 
after night, exposed them to the inconve- 
nience of having to solicit people ^o call 
np their can*iage, or enquire for their 
servants. 

^* Oh, mamma,** cried Jemima, anxious 
to disprove so mortifying an asseition,-^' 1 
am sure, when I have been with yon, we 
have had very little trouble of that sort! 
There have always been gentlemen enough 
to assist us, unless, indeed, at «ueh stupid 
parties as the one we were at to-night ; 
^here, except a few old married men; afmd 
of catching cold if they ventured within an 
hundred yards of the street door, there was 
not a male creature to be seen T 
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Mrs. Cleveland, recollecting the pre- 
sence of Adela, thongfat it mpre to tfaeir 
credit to let this assertion pass ; and, in a 
few minutes, they all retired for the night. 

Without surprise, for Christina had 
taught her to place but little dependance 
upon the premises of the courtly General, 
Adela perceived, that her apartment had 
undergone not the slightest improvement 
during the period of her absence. She re- 
gretted die eircttmstance chiefly as it inter- 
fered so mafterially with her desire of pos* 
Besskig some -appropriate room in which to 
pass her mornings undisturbed and undis« 
tnrbing. This dislike of being reduced to 
wander like a troubled spirit about the house, 
produced ia her mind a sudden recollection 
i>f ^e sc^oolnroom which she had so often 
heard mentioned by Christina ; and thither 
Ihe determined upon making application for 
leave to repair. 

^9tie breakfasted, as usual, the next morn* 
Sag, with her unele, and Chrisltina, un- 
checked, infiinuated herself into their party. 
When they left him, Adela immediately 
communicated to her little friend her new 
plan^ and was listened to with rapture — 
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^* Is it really possible/' cried the delighted 
girl^ ^^ you can mean to make me so very^ 
very happy ? Oh, how blessed a thought! — 
Your presence will introduce into that me- 
lancholy room, for the first time since it 
has been built, a ray of sun-shine and cheer- 
fulness! — Come, come and behold it, and 

• 

let not its gloominess, I entreat, induce you 
to alter your purpose." 

Adela, however, before she would pro- 
ceed, enquired whether the convalescent 
governess was in the apartment ? 

^^ I would not, on any account,"* added 
she, " intrude upon her without permis- 
sion.*' 

** She has not yet," answered Christina, 
" quitted her bed-chamber. But do not, 
my sweet coXisin, make me hate her more 
than I naturally should, by staying away on 
her account. What interruption can your 
sitting in the room give to the tiresome les- 
sons she jnay chuse to set me ? On the con- 
trary, your eye will keep me in better order 
than her severest penances ; and the plea- 
sure of bearing you say that. I have been 
good and industrious, will make me take 
more pains than any prospect of reward that 
could be held out to me/* 
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It was no easy t£^k^ wLen the eager Chris- 
tina pleaded any cause which she had much 
at hearty to resist her ; and Adela's scruples 
were all silenced from the moment she 
heard what were likely to be the beneficial 
eflects that would result from her presence/ 
Mademoiselle Dnrocher^ when able to as- 
sume the functions of her station^ far from 
objecting to Adela*s quiet occupation of a 
Gornerin their apartment, speedily learned' 
the advantage to be derived, with her giddy 
pupil, from the admission of an observer 
whom affection rendered htir so ambitious 
to please. Never had Christina submitted^ 
with such perfect docility to school-room dis- 
cipline ; and never had the progress she madie 
under her several masters^ borne any pto^ 
portion to that she was now daily attaining. 
' Meanwhile, though her mornings were 
9D tranquil attd secluded, the evenings of 
Adela were far otherwise. Mrs. Cleveland 
it is trae, was nothing less tljan tirgent witli 
her to partake in the round of engagements 
in whichc h^r daughters and herself were 
perpetually ioVol?«ied. But the General, on 
subjedi * was too perepaptory to be 
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trifled \9:ithy or misuBderstood ; and scarcely 
ctuld Adela's own earnest iiiterce^oai^ 
t^bfen fi^gued^ and anxious f^r a teqq^^rj^ 
i:eapitei prevail upon him to* irMoUtkce Im 
]^]an ^ uitrodiidBf her to tibe oo^e md 
admiratiott o£ every gay sojdety in Loncba* 

Tbm passed) in altemarto i'etir^bent aodt 
dissifiationi. teB daya dr a fortniglit^ dmm^ 
wfaieh Mym Mneet onde tppraaefaed Ida 
Ofitfle^ hdttse^i Tlie inhok Ifti6ily vros in 
aaaMment dt bis long leeel^siei^ and TtilbeC^ 
at. Ad€ia*s r6ii|D€MSl^ 4laUed n^n Mm rer 
peatbdiy : Ixit ho eitbelr was 4»M> M chott 
% kt ^teaied) aM n^diing MJCEsfietctai^f^ 
snlfed front. th^meaM^. VnaMe t« enduie^ 
i» total, ^aestvcttet S| a ko^er «Atka(BgemciBt^ 
die dispatabedto hiaa otte morakig die ioft^ 
lowing hum • 

'^ f'er th« «iaii^ plbaoaift befeuii I oira to 
fomv mebeslkifif^efcav^ I aai tiM gtiuldM^ b^ 
daar Wdtihet^ bot to teA^nt toiMi de^y^ 
ylite piwent B^^eet : yei» oircaBMtanoed iat 
I «ii^ yon n^tl kAeivr^ it 10 o«t of tay tMtfw e c 
to fa^ tire first «a seek m wtirvte#; and the 
iaactivv^ ISO wlltcb f aok edn d a inrted^ aaay, 

nei pamlidlf kiteiyaeted^ 'appuar to ywt 






• 






1^ eSdct of iixHfiereta^e ami tvftco«e0iau 
But ' these are fisefiog^ ^ dt ^ofchetH the 
ttiMt Femdte Irom »t beait. I 'think of yoU 
perpetually; I look roand for yoB. iwth. 
eagertess ev^ery evening wben alMoad,. flftid 
I listen foi'yeii witli iix^rakienfie ewevy^oDm^ 
iagwhm^t koine: disappointinant ^U^t^s* 
«|Kin ^ya^ppetfltment^ and I too oftea nih 
eoa^peUed to lear that I hwe indeed lest mf 
brother ! — ^Ah, Julius ! Remember how umn 
sible you lafldy wi^e M the plen&urea of. i^ 
mtty i^eeJiett-^haw coccUdly yoa aoee]pto4 
frdm me, and >!(^ttb wdnat aeai you irepauj» 
eJiFery tefillsAony lef eai^fideftce and ^tftai^ 
mest ! You owned that aw affimtyi tind tka 
ikiendship it ceuoiMrted, oe«ibrU)utQd to yon? 
happiness. My dearest JUUna^ so Jj^ewisa, 
and in a yet higher degjree^ |>erk^, i% ^iiiA 
td nyine ! -Let us then> oAoe Bion»a I Inf Iwc 
jjom, purchase ^ same lii|f|>iliea$ «4|i<m tUe 
saaie terms >-^let us agitua the M .iiwity mM^ 
eoehothtf. Adieu. 

Tfas note Iras OMided kqr .Amy te Henlr 
ferd Street, witk directaoflu te /vrait wUhC 
JLttlios vead it* Jlotit pKodunul J»mritiim 
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answer; a verbal and laconic message was 
all that conld be obtained — ^^ Tell my. sister 
that I am going ont^ and too much hnrried 
to write." 

Adela heard this cold sentence with a 
sigh :— -" What more," she cried, ^^ can I 
do ?-«— Sorely, if he now perseveres in avoid- 
ing me, it is not from entertaining any 
doubt of my solicitude for a reconcilia- 
tion r 

In the evening, Mrs. Cleveland, at the 
repeated, and earnest supplication of her 
ddest daughter, was to receive a select com- 
pany to hear a celebrated new performer on 
the piano-forte, from whom Barbara had 
lately began taking lessons, and whom she 
was anxious to shew off to her cotemporary 
rivals. As his benefit was approaching, she 
also professed a great desire to introduce 
him to some liberal patrons of music, who 
might perhaps apply to him for tickets. 
But whatever her ostensible reasons might 
lie^ Mrs. Cleveland was perfectly aware, that 
the real and principal one was, a vehement 
ambition to be known and distinguished as 
the scholar of one of the most surprising 
performers who had, pediaps, ever been 
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heardin England. She took no pains to 
conceal this opinion ; but willing to exempt 
terself from farther persecution, gave an 
ungracious assent to the scheme, without, 
however, resigning the privilege of sneering 
at it every time it was discussed. 

At this, comparatively, private party, 
Christlaa was allowed to make her appear- 
ance. She attached herself closely to Adela 
the whole evening ; behaved with remark- 
able circumspection, and drew. forth, from 
several of her mother's old friends, and from 
Sir Patrick Hai*ley in particular, many com- 
pliments on the improvement of her man- 
ners and deportment. 

^^ You do real credit, my dear little cou- 
sin," said he, " to your charming governess, 
and I never, in so short a time, saw so asto 
. nisbing a reformation effected." 

The epithet charming^ applied to her 
poor emaciated and sallow Mademoiselle 
Durocher, cowering at that very minute over 
the school-room fire, was too much for the 
new-bom gravity and decorum of Christina 
to withstand. She laughed heartily; yet 
recollecting the fabulous account she ha4 
herself given to Sir Patrick of Adela, and 
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M$pectitig it pm possible^ as ht bad Been 
•at of tmwu for rii« iast ireek^ tbet the mk* 
take had never been cleared up, she was o|f 
tbe pohit of asking him some qvestions to 
ascertain die fact, when the 8X|ght of JoHcr^; 
just entering the Toem, amested her words; 
and gave an entirely new direction to her 
tboBgfats. She instantly pointed hiM «oii to 
the balf^donbting, hnlf-sejoicjngAdela,*wlui;, 
:mth some difficnky £Drhore ^ringing for* 
ward to meet him. As he approaehed the 
aide of the room on which ^he sat^ his eye 
encountered hers^ and be saw her extending 
towards him a ready, yet timid band. This 
sisterly and placable invitation^ Julius bad 
the unkindness to withstand. He lo<^ed at 
her for a moment, as if be scarcely knew 
ber, and then passed on to speak to Jeunitjm, 
and her brother. i 

Sir Patrick Harley, slow as he generally 
was of apprehension, had not been wholly 
blind to such manifest symptoms of avoid- 
ance, nor bad be failed to observe their pain- 
fal efiect upon Adela. He stood in deep 
jQdeditation during some seconds, and then^ 
.walking gravely up to Julius. 

" I>id you perceive, Mr. Cleveland,*^ 
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saiA he, ^ ft lady who, as you crossed the 
9oom^ seeoied desi roils of speaking w$t)| 
four 

" Yes, Sir Patrick ; and what then ?^* 
Somewhat ahniptly demafided Jnlkis •— 
^ Ski $h« commission you to make the en- 
^nury t 

** No> sir,— *iio, certainly she did. not : 
hot I am induced to trouble you up&n tht 
iSBhj^t from motives of*-of snrptebe, — of 
cnriosity." 

** And whence, toy d*ar sir^ eikhtf your 
%ai)>r{se> or your cariosity ^" 

^ Why, Mi^. Clevelaud,** resumed the 
iMH^onet, mysteriously lowering his voice, 
^ this lady, whilst the family she resides 
^Itb, Was out of town— pardoto ine ; — ^but 
4iA I liot, pretty frequently, see you driving 
her about in your curricle ?" 

* Well, Sir Patrick, and let me ask again, 
what then ^" 

. ** Why, then, of course, you were upon 
good terms. You now, I believe, regard 
ber differently ?** 

• *' What the d—*-), sir, can aU this be tend- 
ing to ?•• 

K4 
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'^ Have patience — have patience^ Mr, 

Cleveland ! I shall soon make myself more 

clearly understood. I admire the lady^ sir^ 

very greatly !" 

^ " You do her too much honour !** ^ 

" Why, certainly, her position appears— 
appears, at least — equivocal !" 

Julius started, as if he had trodden upon 
a viper. 

^^ Confusion! Sir Patrick — Do you say 
this to me?*' 

^^ My good sir, all things considered, is 
there not more reason to say it to you than 
to any man living ? If you Uked her well 
enough, a short time since to endanger her 
reputation by your assiduities, why do you 
slight her now ? If you only affect this re* 
serve as a blind to the persons she is engaged 
with;' 

" The persons she is engaged with t En- 
danger her reputation ! — In the d — I's name. 
Sir Patrick, who and what do you t^ake her 

for?" 

^ Why, sir, Christina told me the capar 
tity she came in, the very night of her ar- 
rival." . ^ 
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** The capacity she came id T 

*^ Yes, Mr. Cleveland ; and I must take 
the liberty to add — though, to be sure, .it is 
no business of mine, and young men will 
allow themselves great licences in these days 
—yet, I must say, that I think it was al- 
most a pity to select this poor girl as the 
object of your pui*sait : — she had a very 
modest appearance. But I wish you would 
now be sincere with me ; I wish von would 
tell me whether yo% have now positively 
given her up." 

Julius, convinced the poor baronet was 
involved in some almost inextricable blun^ 
der ; half inclined to laugh, and half pro^ 
vpked to be in a rage, now said-^ 

^^ Have you never heard her name. Sir 
Patrick?" 

" I have forgotten it — foreign namei^ I 
can seldom long retain." 

'^ But you have not forgotten the capacity 
in which Christina told vou that she was 
introduced here ? — Pray, what was it ?" 

** The child said, she was her governess. 
As such, of course, I should only have con*- 
fiidered her in the light of a handsome young 
woman, whom it was a pity should be de*- 

k5 
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voted to sacb a life of dependenee^-^bnt with 
tinrhom I coaM have no concern or relation. 
A$ your discarded favonrite, Mr. Cleveland^ 
the case beoomes di&rent ; and if you really 
and traly mean to break off with her^ why 
jnay not I seek to render myself accept- 
able r 

Julias found it im|)os9ible longer to pr^ 
serve bis gravity^ and whilst he laughed 
without controid^ Sir Patrick^ regarding 
him with some raMntment, said very 
coldly— 

^* The lady, sir, may perhaps not think 
my dispositions in her favour so ridica«- 
foosT 

*' We win ascertain that point in a mo- 
inent^ my dear Sir Patrick !" cried Julius, 
^fbdeavonringto recover his gravity-^^Come 
If^h me, and 1 will hava the honour of in- 
^odnqng you to her immediately.** 
~ , Sir Patrick hui^ bock, half distrustful of 
^ meaning, bat Julius, seizing his arm, 
drew; him almost forciUy forward^ and 
pawed not tiU they reached the spot which 
Adela still occupied. 

^ Now> SiK PUrick,** cried he^ '^grve me 
iMve to imist yoor iatentioa of rcaadeffiog 



yourself acceptable to tlifs highly honoured 
lady : allow me to «olicH a continoation of 
yo»ir&imifable dbposidons iti behalf of-^ 
Miss Cleveland — of my sister T 

Whilst Sir Patri^5 breathless with amaxe* 
ftietit^ WM oonridering what to say^ Adda^ 
delighted by her brother's approach^ and 
yet more, by the apparent restoration of his 
good-hatnour5 snatched his hand^ and 
eagerly, though in a snppressed voice^, 
sdd — 

^^ Oh, Julius ! I am BO hs^py that yon 
have again entered this house!** 

He hastily, and with a%cted carelessness, 
shook the hand which she had placed within 
hi» own, saying — 

*^ Don't let us recur to the past. We 
liave both something to complain of, and 
must both resolve to forget and forgive T 

Adela was too sincerely desirous to be 
itpon good terms with him, to cavil at aft 
aasertioii which, ignorant as she still was of 
the nature of the afience she had given himj 
neither^ did, jsor Could appear to her per'* 
fectly just. She resigned, however^ all in4 
fention of seekuig to convioce bim that he 
wias accwiiig one lucomciaiis how 4ie bod 

k6 
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deserved it ; and with a smile of genmne 
aad unreproachingafiectioDy was content to 
be again received into favour on his own un- 
gracious terms. 

As soon as Sir Patridc h^d overcome, his 
first astonishment at the diaoovery . of the 
imposition which haid been praeti$ed upon 
him^ he turned towards Christina, and so^ 
Jemnly demanded why she had thought pro* 
per so unaccountably to mislead him ?" 

'^ Really, Sir Patrick, it is so long ago," 
answered she, giddily, " that I can hardly 
tell. — However, I only half misled you/* 

'' How so ? Di4 you not in plain terms 
assert, that the lady was your governess y* 

" Why so she is ! She governs me by my 
own choice ; and more despotically . than 
ever yet was done by the stoutest compul* 



sion !" 



Whilst the baronet, and his little kins'^ 
woman were settling this dispute, Adela, 
who heard her brother say that he had an- 
other engagement, and meant to go away 
early, drew him aside to ask if he had 
l^eard lately from Bath ? 
' '* Yes ; I had a letter three days ago ; 
my father is quite recovered, and vrrites in 
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good spirits, but seems to have no immediate 
intention of coming to town. I will bring 
you his letter to-morrow. He asks whether 
you are still in Hertford Street, for I have 
not had the grace to send him a single line 
since you left me." 

" Were I but permitted . to become his 
correspondent,'* cried Adela, "how in6niteljt 
more punctual he should find me !" , 

"Ah, this is all very pi-etty talking ! But 
if you were to be as much put out of hu- 
mour as I have been, this last fortnight^ 
with the very pei'son you most wished tp 
write with kindness about, I fancy you would 
find your diligence considerably checked T ,- 
; "Dear Julius — was your anger against 
me the cause of your silence ?" 
* " To be sure it was ! — I must be a villain 
indeed to sit down and abuse you to my fa- 
ther ; and yet, if I had allowed myself to 
mention your name^ I should infallibly have 
done it in such a way as would have led hini 
to suspect something wrong/' 
: " But you now mean to write very soon^ 
do you not ?" ^ 

" Yes ; perhaps to-night when I go home^ 
or, at latest, to-morrow.** 
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^* ThcTir »aicl Adela, smiling, ^ I am 
sured of being again in complete favcmn 
To know this» 1 shall hereafter always en-* 
qntre whether yon have sent off any reoent 
dispatches to my father/' 

^' Yon need travel no snch circnitons road^ 
I promise yon. Look bnt in my connte* 
nance, and that will always tell yon the dis«» 
position I am in, withont the trouble of a 
iingle enquiry* I know not the man or 
woman in existence for whom I wottld be at 
the pains of disguising my real feelings a 
moment. But, good night. I was pleased 
with your note, and am heartily glad that 
we are friends again :— so glad, indeed, as 
now hardly to regret having encountered all 
this crazy, fantastical noise, whtcli they call 
taiusic. MiEirrow hones and cleavers, to my 
ears, would be celestial harmony compared 
to it!'' 

Hfe then hastened away ; and Jemima^ 
soon a^er, approaching Adela, said—* 

•* Was ever any thing more provoking 
than the endless duration of this odious con^ 
cert ?•• 

^^ Has it condemned you to too long a si- 
lence ?*• 
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'^ Oh> I hare aot paid it the compllmeiit 
of being silent at all^ I assnre yon ! Bot 
don't, yon remember the engagement we were 
to haire kept^ had it concluded in tolerable 
time ?" 

*^ At least, I remember no particniar rea- 
son for 8o much regretting that engage- 
ment.'* 

" My dearest consin, yon really hare not 
Jthe smallest feeling for one*s crudest disap- 
pointments !-^I recollect perfectly having 
told you how folly I expected to meet a cer- 
tain gentleman ; and tbat^ you know^ is now 
entirely ont of the question." 

^ But I did not know, said Adela, '^thait 
a little procrastination in an interview of 
this sort, might not double all its charms/' 

" Now, pray, do not make a jest of my 
distress ! I assure you that I never was more 
mortified in my life. Ah, you will learn to 
nnderstand, some day or other, how painful 
these little vexations, as you now think them, 
are to a feeling heart T 

** Pray do not prophecy such evil things 
to me ! Yon shall have all the commisera^ 
tioQ you can desire, without holding out to 



208 TRAITS OF NATURE. 

me the threat of hecoming a member of ybnr 
own piteous corps !** 

" But now, seriously speaking ; is it not 
the most intolerable grievance. in the world, 
to be kept at home by such a tiresome sue- 
cession of mad capricciaSy when one is dying 
to be in another place ?" 

" Perhaps you have deserved the penance 
by some mad capriccios of your own. Have 
you never treated the certain gentle$nan in 
question with any specimens of these ?** t 

" Oh, -never, never ! He is too superior, 
too exalted in mind, in manners, in rank, in 
every thing, to be treated for a single instant 
with flightiness or disrespect. How I wish 
that you could see him !*' 

^^ Perhaps, I might not find it very safe 
to see him.'* 

^^ . Yes, I think you would, for you don*t 
at all give me the idea of a person likely to 
fail very desperately in love.'* 

" Do you pity or envy my supposed in- " 
sensibility ?*• 

'< I scarcely know!'" replied Jemima, 
sighing deeply, and assuming an air of pen* 
sive dejection. — *^ A tender heart, no doubt. 
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exposes us to many sorrows ; but I know 
not that I would exchange it for the torpor 
of indifference !" 

Adela^ weary of so sentimental a dialogue^ 
and^ long since, fully satisfied with the un- 
solicited share of this young lady's con- 
fidence to which she had been admitted^ 
now left her to the indulgence of a romantic 
revcfrie, and strolled to another part of the 
room* • " 
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RBCOGMITXON. 

■ 

; 

1 

A FEW days after poor BarbanCs unweleottt 
and decried concert^ Adela accompanied the 
General^ her aunt, and Jemima to a great 
dinner-'party, at a house where she was an 
entire stranger, and which nothing but the 
express desire of her uncle would hate in* 
duced her to enter. Jemima was as reluc- 
tant to accept this formal invitation as her 
less dissipated cousin, and liberally bestowed 
upon it the usual epithets which a certain 
class of young ladies always do bestow upon 
every thing that they think di!»agreeable^: 
she called it a detestable bore, a monstrous 
plague, an odious imposition ! and even 
envied her eldest sister the regale of dining 
with her aunt at Hampton. These ebul« 
litions of discontent, probably, had their 
use ; for when the time came for departiQ|^, 
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Jemima bad tired herself by her owd mnr* 
murs^ and ascended the carriage^ dressed 
most becomingly, and looking remaikably 
pretty, (which circumstances, doubtless, had 
also their reconciling effet^ts) with infinitely 
less a'S'erseness than Adela, who had 
scarcely spoken a word againsi the ineyit- 
able visit. 

^ Theirs was the last party that arrived : 
tbm splendid drawing-room was already 
filled with guests, and it appeared,* by the 
inunedtate order given on their entrance for 
diniitf-, that the company had been kept 
smiting merely on their accennt. 
. Adeia looked aroand in vain for a face 
she had ever seen before : bat Jemima was 
^ jaece fortaoate, and speedily fdund out, and 
became engaged in conversation with several 
'pei*sons she knew. Presently, however, 
coming behind her cousin's chair, s)ie whis- 
pered-^ 

7 . ^^ They tell me, that Lord Ennerdale is 
Ampngst the gronp of gentlemen oear that 
'^odowT* 

^ I give you joy,** said Adela. 
*' Ob, I am wild to be assured of it I 
^ow little did I think that so great a plea* 
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sure awaited me ! What happiness it will 
be, if be should sit next me !'* 

*^ You have my best wishes that he may. 
I am sorry that I cannot give you any more 
effectnal assistance.'" 

" There are very few girls here/* said 
Jemima, pleased with her answer ; '^ that 
would give me half as much." 

They were now summoned to descend to 
the eating-room ; and, as they passed the 
gentlemen collected near the door, Adda 
was confirmed in her conjecture that the 
stranger with whom she had conversed at 
Mrs. Elmer's ball was Lord £nnerdale, by 
beholding him amongst the number, and 
hearing Jemima, in a low voice, say*-*- 

" There he stands ! Do look at him. 
Is. he not very handsome ?** 
., ^^ Yes ; but J hope.be is not quite so 
well persuaded of it a$ you are !*' y 

At table, the luckless Jemima, in defi- 
ance of all her manoeuvering to obtain a 
^eat near him, was compelled to accept a 
vacancy between . an old lady and her 
married son, at the greatest possible dis- 
t'iipee from him, Her vexation was suffi- 
ciently obvious ; and Adela, had she supr 
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posed her own place would have been 
deemed any better, most readily would have 
resigned it t but it was equally remote from 
the spot Jemima wished to occupy ; and 
her neighbours^ instead of ad old lady and 
her married son, were a deaf officer, and an 
insipid-looking girl, who^ to every thing 
that was siaid, answered in monosyllables ; 
and seemed totally divested of all aim, save, 
that of not omitting to taste a single dish at 
the table. 

' Thus unenviably closed in, ashamed as 
^ell as provoked to observe the determined 
suUenness of Jemima*s aspect, and incapable 
of doing such honour to the sumptuous 
entertainment before them, as her laconic 
neighbour, Adela directed her attention to 
, whatever part of the table seemed to fur- 
nish the best conversation. She found 
none that interested her so particularly }\s a 
debate amicably carried on by two or three 
gentlemen at some distance, relative to the. 
characteristic differences between Scottish 
and Welsh scenery. She had herself been 
in the former country^ and knowing, either 
by description or by sight, several of the 
spots to whic|i they were alluding^ she 
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became unwilling to lo9e a word ; and 96t 
the less so^ for finding that the sfib|ect had 
attracted likewise the attentk)ti of Lord 
£nDerdale, who very soon became a party 
engaged in the discussioB. His animatimi^ 
bis brilliant powers of descriptiott, the floW' 
iag and easy elqganoeof his ki«glbaige|y aad^ 
perhaps, move than ftlj> the charm eoamn^* 
nicated to eveiy ^entenee he ntteired bf the 
manly sweetness of bis voiee» gradiiisdly 
drewj and fixed towards that part €(f the 
table, tlie delighted attendoaa <£ every one 
present. The deaf old -officer ftloae^ briAia 
in occasionally upon a •cenyersaileii whkk 
the r^stof the company shewed sxtok ^isiie^ 
tode to hear witjiont ]nteirfi;||ltiein. He 
that soffiechi^g move entavtaLnifig 
utnal was passing ; he read iqpoa em^ 
coontenance^ pleasDva and ap|profaati<m ; 
and be cdiserved that ftio -one was a iBar$ 
devofeed auditor than Adtla. Toiler, tlMB^ 
giving her n^eated ^ogs iirith bis f3bom,iam 
continHally ^(pipliedr--* 

" H^ ? Wbfift wM that ? What is b^ 
681^^ now ? What we they ta&iiig of ?r 

And 9be> too itell-bmd> ^as well as too 
good-homodriid.tegi^ebknjtdbect rebuff. 
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iit tryitig ^ ii»^6 him uti^^fttid by ^{g^^ 
^t bIm it^ntd ^c^bisfy bis ci»ioeHty when 
ibe ^otiv^rsatieli canfie to a pfttis^. 

The fit^t idispositKyifi to mitA visible tipotr 
tb^ ftK56 ^ Jemima thronaghoat the whale 
yepasft^ wafs extited by this scene : and befbre 
Adela had tktie to fed atigty at her endexit 
e^joymetit of the pewectitiori stie Was tin- 
de^goin^^ a stttfte upon the countenance of 
hbt^A Ennei^de cftttght bet eye^ which M 
irresfetifely iiftpellfed her to sympathy, that, 
ihtrpst^!mg all prcvrons vexation^ she was 
iiBi«dl wMi an ftirlitrMion to langh more 
imcMftrbltable thto **rat of eitheir of heT 
ifiii^hieVotid ob^etvefs. Mm. *Ctevel&nd 
ttoked kn^R^aMv the OeiteraA etrquirecT 
ifihttt was the joke ; tfte eld^i)y ladres all 
i^ppMtt^A neatidalhied ^ ^ sHly gh't's 
flighty airs ; i^ftAtkk tilteted With tedonbldl: 
gibe', the ittM ke^rded Adela with snr- 
fAtti t^ttght her a¥ooI, but a'pardotitible^ 
bMM^ a H^ hahth r oiine one ; sctii th^ 
BS^»et fsdreli^d lip their pretty inodths Wi^ 
nitMAfed ^dain ^ toeh ^rtie mrsA breeding. 
IjMd ]6iinerdiale, constiotts ^f fbe share he 
UmA h^tnt'bi ^icejtifig all Aii dis^robation 
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was by no means slow in seeking to repair 
the error. He resnmed the subject which^ 
for awhile^ had been suspended, and resumed 
it with such spirit, such vivacity, and even 
eloquence, that his auditors, wholly cap- 
tivated, forgot poor Adela*8 involuntary 
trespass-— and what was far more difficult, 
she was allured to foiget it herself! 

When, at length, the ladies rose to re- 
tire, Jemima, approaching her cousin, at* 
tempted some apology for the wicked plea* 
sure which she had taken in her distress : 

« 

'^. But really, the blunt, loud questions of 
that jogging old Colonel, and your useless 
endeavours to keep him quiet, were not. to 
be resisted ! And, after all, it was not the 
sight of my risihi}ity t^at provoked you to- 
laughter, but the expressive smile of Lord 
Emierdale ; and if you.eould have withstood 
it, you must have been ma^e of stone.*' * 
. No:theme was now expatiated, upon in 
this circle of feipale^, except that of Lord 
Ennerdale, and no praise seemed too.eatbu- 
siastic to bestow upon his various merits. 
Some spoke of his incomparable cpllo^al 
talents; others extolled his unequalled 'po-^ 
liteness ; the younger indiv»Uf|l| ^^ ffe^; 
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assembly were lavish in praise of the grace- ^ 
falness of his bow ; and their mothers des* 
oanting on his character in private life^ 
seemed tempted to consider as the greatest 
misfortune attending the loss of their own. 
youths the barrier that circumstance opposed 
to their forming any liopes of achieving his 
conquest themselves. 

Some of the dinner-guests remained 
stationary during the evening, and^ amongst 
others^ Mrs. Cleveland and her party ; new 
visitors also arrived^ and by the time a 
detachment of the gentlemeti from below 
ascended to join the ladies^ a large company 
was assembled. 

Lord Ennerdale was one of those who 
thought proper to make his re-appearance. 
Adela/ when he entered, was standing 
amidst a group of girls who seemed all to 
be thrown into a flutter by his approacli. 
She herself, though from a very different 
cause, was not wholly exempt from pertui'- 
bation. She thought of the bitter resent- 
ment which her speaking to him on a 
former occasion, had, as she beh'eved, 
awakened in her brother; she anticipated- 
what might result from any renewal of the 

VOL. II. L 
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confereBce^ should that imperious brother 
become apprized of it ; and^ in consequeoce 
of these reflections^ quietly withdrawing, to 
a seat^ she determined, to avoid as much as 
possible all intercourse with so interdicted 
ah acquaintance. 

Meanwhile his lord^ship advancing to- 
wards the party she had just quitted^ ad- 
dressed to those who stood nearest^ some 
questions about the Opera; enchanted se- 
veral of the circle bj saying that he 4iad 
had the pleasure of seeing them once or 
twice in Kensington Gardens; asked Je- 
mima, who was always the most forward to 
answer him, whether she continued her rides 
on horseback ; and then, adverting to what 
had passed at dinner, he gaily reproached 
her for so uncharitably contributing to 
heighten the confusion occasioned by the 
persevering interrogations of the deaf Co- 
lonel. 

'^ Oh, my lord," cried she, ** do not 
seek to screen yourself by casting the blame 
upon me ! I protest, the unfortunate 
laugher never moved a muscle till she 
caught your eye, and beheld the look of 
mock commiseration with which you re« 
garded her/' 
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*' Instead of eommiseratioD/* replied 
he^ ^' mj countenance ought rather to have 
expressed a ivish to congratulate her on 
being judged the onlj individual patient 
and amiabie enough^ in so large a company^ 
to endure^ without resentment^ such lasting 
persecution/' 

^^ Why how, my lord, do you really be- 
lieve, that if the veriest shrew in creation 
had been sitting next to the old man^ he 
would have tormented her at all less P He 
made it no part of his business to study the 
humour with which his importunity was 
borne ; all he aimed at was to appease his 
own restless curiosity.** 

Lord Ennerdale perceiving by this speech, 
that praise of another, however indirect, 
was far from being acceptable to his fair au* 
ditress, now waved the subject. He enquired 
after her brother, and regretted that they 
so seldom met ; and then, alluding to their 
- recent abode at Hampton, asked what had 
been their inducement for paying a visit 
into the country at so uninviting a season } 

Jemima, exulting in the duration of his 
conference with her, could not even conceal 
the vanity and self-importance to which it 

l2 
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gave birth. Her ej'es roved in a thousand 
-direqtioDs (o remark vt^ho Doticed faer tri- 
umph ; she became every instant more gla- 
ringly affect^d^ more voluble^ and more 
childishly solicitous to shew off; and> by 
degrees^ drew around her such a circle of 
inquisitive observers^ that Adela^ who saw 
from the place where she . sat^ all that 
passed^ thought she never could sufficiently 
congratulate herself on having effected so 
well-timed a retreat from her vicinity. 

The entrance of a new claimant to notice 
at length changed the face of affairs^ and 
•completely eclipsed the brightness of poor 
Jemima^s transient honours. This personr 
age was Mrs. Elmer, the lady at whose 
house Adela had spent an evening which 
terminated so memorably. 

Mrs. Elmer, with very slender preten*- 
sions to either beauty or talents, possessed 
an influence in society so securely esta* 
blisbed, that it was vain for any jounger 
competitor suddenly to think of outvyiug 
her. She was at the head of a splendid esr 
tablishment, gave numerous and siiperb en- 
tertainments, and was connected with some 
of the mo3t powerful personages in minis* 
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terial autliority. What further confirmed 
her consequence, was the easy assurance 
with which she invariably laid claim to it. 
She was not to be charged With decided in- 
solence ; buta slight from any one she had 
erer distinguished, or an attempt to evade 
those attentions to which she deemed her- 
self entitled, were injuries she was scarcely 
capable of forgiving. She had a rage for 
patronizing; that sometimes produced officer 
of real service, but oftener.eflfected nothing 
more than blank disappointment, after 
liaving exacted the most fatiguing and' 
assiduous attendance. Lord Ennerdale, 
amotig^t those who frequented her house 
with the most uniform security of a con- 
stant welcome, held the highest place in 
her real regard ; and was, perhaps, the 
en\y exception she admitted to her declared 
rule of not suffering young men to avow, 
in her presence, a will or opinion differing 
from her own. He scrupled not to hold 
Tncmy opinions decidedly incompatible with 
those she professed; and manifested on 
^various occasions, an inflexibility of volitioiv 
that would have rendered her the bitterest 
foe of any other culprit : but he seemed 



l3 
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priyileged^ withdut effort, to keep possession 
of that place in her good graces, which so 
many others, with all the diligence they 
could exertj failed to preserve. 

In the room adjoiniog to that in which 
the majoritj of the company was asseinble4> 
a small coterie of young ladies, weary of 
Jemima's long fiirtatipn, bad gathered 
round a piano-forte, and sought a resource 
from ennui in music. Adela soon joined 
this party, and was listening with great de* 
light to a modest and charming girl whoj 
at the joint entreaty of her cotnpanionsj 
had been prevailed upon to sing, whea 
Mrs. Elmer and- Lord Ennerdale stole 
softly into the room. The former smiled^ 
and courtseyed with infinite graciousness to 
Adela, and then, after whispering some- 
thing to her nobl^ escort, they both became 
silently attentive to the interesting per* 
former. 

The song being ended, Lord Ennerdale 
drew nearer to the instrument, and compli- 
mented the blushing musician in terms so 
judicious,, and spoke on the subject with' 
such feeling and good taste, that the young 
lady, and all her associates, declared they 
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bsftd great sospicions he was a performer 
himself. He laughingly^ but most posi<- 
titeljr protested the coutrarj; Mrs. Elmer, 
however^ confirming their conjectures by 
asserting^ that it was otherwise impossible 
to account for his possessing so much judg«^ 
ment about the matter, he was teased, with 
such perseveraoce, to give them a specimen 
of his abilities, that, at last, he said, if any 
of them would daoce, he would play a 
hornpipe ! Aod immediately, with one hand, 
and the most comic affectation af seriotn^ 
ness, he puzzled out the very notes to 
which, so many years befbre, the pretended 
harper's son had danced at Mrs« Somer- 
ville's. Adela started at the well-remem* 
bcMred air, and whilst her eyes were fixed 
ujpon him, and she was wondering where 
he also could have heard this uncouth me* 
lody, he directed towards her a glance of 
.observation so keen, that, shrinking, half- 
abashed, she sheltered herself behind one of 
her young companions, and more than ever 
perplexed herself to divine his meaning iti 
the selection of so obsolete a strain. 

Much laughing applause followed, his 

1.4 
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humble performance^ and he was eagerly 
pressed for a second proof of his skill. 

*' Oh, if this does not content you/' 
cried he, '^ you almost deserve to be pu- 
nished (as I have known some others) by 
hearing the very tune I have been so bril- 
liantly performing, twanged for a quarter 
of an hour upon a villainous harp, duriog 
the vehement exertions to keep measure to 
it, of a boy professedly — deaf and dumb !" 

Adela again, and involuntarily, stepped 
forv^ard, and again her ey^ met those of 
Lord Ennerdale, in which the most ex- 
pressive significance appeared. Every body 
begged for a more detailed account of the 
strange dancer to whom he had alluded; 
and with great humour, he gave an exact 
description of the boy's grotesque appear- 
ance ; of his total disregard of the wonder 
he excited, and of his unsolicited readiness 
to display his accooiplishments. Then, 
with more seriousness, he spoke of the 
sweetness and good-humour with which the 
loveliest and most admired young female in 
the room, had condescended to become the 
boy's caterer, and to honour him with her 
personal services and attention ! 
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" ^liis relation was heard with pleasure by 
all present^ Adela alorie excepted. She now 
felt convinced^ that he had obtained his in* 
formation at Rosedown Court, from Mr. 
or Mrs. Spmerville; but ashamed to find 
herself exalted into the heroine of the tale, 
she once more retreated out of sight, and 
sincerely wished the conversation at an end. 
* Some time after, whilst she was sitting at 
a little distance from the group round the 
instrument, Mrs. Elmer approached her ; 
she was followed by Lord Ennerdale, and 
said, with a smile, 

" I have been upbraided. Miss Cleveland, 
for not availing myself, in right of the in- 
iroduction which I owe to your uncle** 
kindness at my house the other evening, of 
the privilege I now possess of presenting io 
you my own friends. Lord Ennerdale ig 
solicitous for the honour of your acquaint-^ 
ance, and begs me to be his usher and inter* 
preter on the occasion." 

Adela bowed, but without speaking \ and 
the Earl said, 

*' I have already trespassed on the good« 
Mg»of MistCleYeland, and intruded mysel^f 

I 5 
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upon her notice^, under the pled of being 
acquainted with her sister; but I own, I 
was anxious fpr a more immediate and 
visible patroness to authorize my desire of 
conversing with her."* 

He then placed himself on the sofa beside 
her, and Mrs. Eimer^ in a few minutes^ 
walked away. 

^' Have not I/* said he^ after a ^lort si« 
lence, '^ an astonishing and most accurate 
memory in recording past occurrences? I 
fear your recollection of former times^ and 
former friends, is by no means so faithful.'' 

" Every real friend I now possess/* cried 
Adela^ zealous to defend herself, '^ has been 
such of long standing ; and with me^" 
added she, smiling, " the most infallible 
test of true friendship, is its wearing the 
venerable rust of antiquity*"' 

" Shall I hazard to name one, at leasts 
amongst your past associates, whom you 
appear wholly to have discarded from your 
remembrance i^ 

" Pray speak clearly, my lord.*' 

'^ Had you not, — it is now^ I acknow* 
ledge^ long^ long since — bad yo|i not^ m 






Tmkm OF N ATusc, 837 

days of yore^ a plajniate^ a companioo^ a 
fellow ward at your excelleot guardian's^ 
named Algernon Mordington ?" 

'^ And has your lordship taken all this 
trouble/ said Adela, smiling^ '^ to convict 
me of having forgotten Algernon }*" 

He complati^/* resumed the Eari^ 

that you speak to him^ and know not 
with whom you are conversing; that you 
look at hira^ and remember not a single 
feature in his face; that you meet him^ 
and consider him as an utter stranger !" 

^' Tell him^ tt>y lord^ that in answer to. 
these heavy charges^ I have to pleads that * 
k is ten years since I have seen him. The 
disguise in which te appeared at my sister^s. 
aufficiently accounts for my blindness on 
that occasion ; and in his own proper per^ 
ton^ he has never made himself known to 
me since he quitted Dr. Hampden 's.^'. 

'^ But allow me to ask — how is it^ that 
even his present name appears ako to be 
unknown to you ?'* 

'* I may have heard it often, but without 
suspecting that it belongs to one whom I< 
formerly knew under any other/' 
. " Shall I more explicitly make you ak> 

l6 
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quainted with it ? And will you then pro- 
mise to stretch forth towards him^ wherever 
he may meet you^ the hand of an unaltered 
friend?" < 

" I will with pleasure/* 
'' Then now — this very now/' cried he, 
with, great animation, '^ give me my jiist 
due ! I would not forfeit the promised bGk>n 
for the wealth of worlds !" . 

Adela had been gradually prepared^ 
during the progress of this dialogue, to an-* 
ticipate its leading to some such conclusion, 
and affected not an astonishment which she 
. did not feel : but her satisfaction at gaining 
the certainty of being again in the presence 
of one of her earliest and most partially- 
remembered favourites, she had no hesita- 
tion in manifesting with the frankest cheer- 
fulness ; and Lord Ennerdale, the same 
quick-feeling and grateful character she 
had ever known him, was enchanted by a 
reception so much more consonant with his 
wishes than his hopes. 

*^ I was under no small apprehension,*' 
cried he, ^' that when assured of my identity 
with the Mofdington so obnoi^ious to some 
of your family, you would have looked 
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upon me with an estranged and repulsive 
aspect. But in every instance^ how alike 
do I find you to your amiable and unpre- 
judiced sister. Tell me, dear Miss Cleve- 
landj am I^ for the cordiality you have 
deigned to shew me^ under obligation to 
her representations^ or do I owe it solely to 
your own impartial candour ?" 

'' If there is any merit/' replied Adela, 
^' in the welcome I have given you, let me 
do myself the justice to declare that it is all 
my own ! I have not received a single line 
from my sister since I had last the pleasure 
of seeing you.'* 

'^ I should be far from undervaluing/' 
resumed he, '' any good office I might ex- 
perience from Mrs. Somerville ; yet, on the 
present occasion, I have infinitely more sa- 
tisfaction in thinking I am indebted only to 
yourself." 

He then rallied her on the surprise and 
evident displeasure her countenance had 
manifested at Mrs. Elmer's ball, during 
the time he stood by the dancers and 
watched her. 

'' I was well aware," proceeded he, "that 
I was trespassing, in some degree, against 
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the rules of strict good breeding ; but <he 
pleasure of again seeing you^ and the desire 
of ascertaining how long jou would con- 
tinue to view me as a complete stranger^ 
silenced my scruples^ and detained me still 
at your side. I find now^ that nothing less 
than becoming my own herald^ would have 
discovered me to you/' 

'' I perceive/ said Adela^ smiling, '' that 
you are a little piqued at my sluggishness 
of memory ; but I do assure ypu^ that if you 
bad been denied the use of a looking-glass 
for ten or eleven years^ and then had suddenly 
beheld your own figure^ (I mean nothing 
in disparagement of its present appearance) 
you would not have known yourself ! And 
yet there was something in the character of 
your countenance^ whilst you sat talking 
with me at supper^ that once or twice re- 
minded me of a face I had somewhere seen 
before ; and had I been less precipitately 
hurried away^ I mighty in the course of 
further conversation^ have fully recollected 
you." 

She then directed the conversation to the 
subject of Dr. Hampden and bis family; 
and the Earl acknowledged with contritioR 
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bis late remissness in writing to tbem. He 
enquired separately after every member of 
the ''beloved household;*' and was anxious 
to hear Adela*s opinion of the new relation 
introduced by the marriage of Ruth into 
the deserving group. 

'^ All that I have hitherto heard or seen 
of him/ answered she^ '' induces me to 
hope he fully merits the happy lot he has 
attained/* 

He would^ after tfais^ have spoken of his 
sister^ and was beginning to express his re<* 
gret that her absence from town^ at the pre- 
sent moment^ precluded the possibility of 
obtaining for her an introduction to Miss 
Cleveland; when Jemima^ who bad for 
some time been in search of Adela, and novR 
hastily approached^ put an end to their di- 
alogue. — She addressed her cousin with ill- 
disguised vexation^ and said — ''Our car- 
iciage has been announced a great while ; 
and when you are at leisure to go, mamma 
begi that you will inform her/* 

"I^m ready this instant/* cried Adela> 
ifiHiiediately rising. 

' '^I wonder who can have had an inp 
tarestj*' said Lotd Emerdale^ turniog ta 
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Jemima with an air of playful inttedulity^ 
'' to bribe the servant to deliver this intelli- 
gence in an inaudible M^hisper !'* 

"I assure you, my lord, it was delivered 
in a voice loud enough to be heard by every 
body — who chose to hear it !'* 

" I am happy then, that it reached not 
this spot, since thus you have been allured 
to it yourself.'* 

This well-timed little piece of gallantry^ 
recalled a few of the banished dimples into 
the countenance of Jemima ; and Lord En« 
nerdale, attending her and Adela to the ad* 
joining room^ waited whilst they paid their 
parting compliments to the lady of the 
house, and then escorted them down stairs, 
and handed them into their carriage. 

As soon as they drove from the door ! 
'' My dear cousin,'* cried Jemima, address* 
ing Adela, ''you have no idea how sur* 
prised I was to find you in that back room^ 
holding so snug a tite-h-t^te wnitb' Lord En* 
nerdale ! Who in the world introduced him 
to you?'* 

"Miss Cleveland^ perhaps," observed 
her aunt^ dryly> ''was not aware of the 
necessity of waiting for any introduction tfi 
all!'' 
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'* Come, come/' interposed the General, 
" I must beg, that no such rustic ignorance 
inaj be attributed to her ! The society to 
"which she has been accustomed at Mrs. So* 
merville's was calculated to teach her all the 
usual forms observed by people of fashion." 

'^Then, I must say, she is the less ex- 
cusable for her breach of etiquette to* 
night." 

''I hope^ madam," said Adela, with 
proud tranquillity, ''you will acquit me of 
having been guilty of any impropriety, whea 
you are told, that Mrs. Elmer brought 
Lord Ennerdale up to me, and introduced 
him at his own request." 

"Mrs. Elmer!" repeated Jemima, 
'' Dear, I wonder what could make her sd 
condescendingly officious ! However, Cou- 
sin Adela, it is no more than right to tell 
you, that your brother and Lord Ennerdale 
are upon the most notoriously bad terms, 
and that you cannot do any thing that will 
give Julius greater offence, than to en- 
courage his lordship's acquaintance." 

"I am no stranger," said Adela, ''to 
the animosity that subsisted between them 
when they were boys: but I had hoped that. 
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as men^ they had discontinued such fboHsh 
dissentions/* ' ' 

'^Ohj heaven^ how little you kaow of 
the matter ! — Why^ did you never hear of 
their duel?'' 

'^ Their duel!'' re-echoed (he dismayed 
Adela. 

. '' Yes ; — ^they fought about the Earl's late 
wife^ — an odious creature !— Julius was 
wounded pretty severely, and kept bis room, 
four or five weeks*'*^ 

^^ My dearest uncle^** cried Adela^ ear* 
^estly appealing to the General— ^'^ is Jeibi^ 
ma really correctly iofcMrmed ? Must I in- 
deed believe^ that LcNrd Eonerdale and my 
Jirother proceeded to such unjustifiable^ 
such terrible excesses ?'' 

'^ It is out of my power,*' replied the Ge- 
ueralj ''to disprove my daughter's intelli- 
gence ; and equally sOj let me add^ to ac^ 
count for her thus unnecessarily harassing 
your feelings by the communication." 

''Dear papa/' cried Jemima^ in one of 
her softest tones of conciliation^ " I would 
not I am sure^ for tlie worlds say any thing 
to my cousin for the mere purpose of giving 
her pain ! But in this case^ you know, it 



THAIT9 OF NATURja. 235 

is absolutely requisite to put her upon her 
guard ; since there cannot be a doubt of 
the deep resentment with wbich^ not onljr 
Julius^ but his father^ would hear of jiex 
seeming to distinguish Lord Ennerdale ia 
the slightest degree/' 

General Cleveland chose to admit this 
apology in silence^ and Adela^* though in 4 
most anxious state of impatience for fuller 
ioformationj suppressed all further en^ 
quiries till they reached home« and she was 
furnished with an opportunity. of questionr 
iog Jemima by herself. 

That young lady was by no means back^ 
ward to gwe her every degree of satisfac^ 
tion in her power. 

The object on whose account the duel 
was fought, she had already stated was 
Lord Eonerdale's wife. '^But/' proceeded 
she, ^^ it was no affair of gallantry which 
provoked the challenge ; your brother^ oa 
the contrary, hated the proud Mrs. Mor* 
dington (for her husband bad not.tben sue* 
ceeded to his uncle's title). Her insolent 
manners^ her arrogant consciousness of high 
birth and superior beauty^ made him com* 
pletely sick of her the very first or second 
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time he was in her company ; yet she never, 
I believe, was personally rude to hnn, till 
one evening that they met at a private mas- 
querade, when Julius^ it was reported', in- 
tentionally affronted her !'* 

" Oh, let me fervently hope," cried 
Adela, '^that such a circumstance cannot 
be possible !'* 

" Why, surely, my dear consin, you don*t 
take the part of that hateful woman against 
your own brother ! I dare aver, that what- 
ever he said to her, she amply deserved. I 
have heard mamma relate, that at the mo*- 
ment Julius first recognized her, she was 
walking about in a mask with a man of 
known profligacy, whose attentions to her 
had for some time beea the subject of a 
great deal of scandalous animadversion. 
Your brother spoke to her, at first, with 
due civility, but in a manner thatpiroved 
he was fully aware who she was. Dis- 
pleased at being accosted at all, she turned 
petulantly from him^ and said something to 
her companion which, though Julius only 
in part overheard, he was much exasperated 
by, and determined to punish. With that 
design, he harassed her witb his unwished 
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attendance which ever way she directed her 
st€4)s,* addressed her seversil times in the 
most sarcastic manner, and whenever he did 
so^ took care to prono^unce her name loud 
enough to be distinctly heard by every by- 
stander. Mrs. Mordington^ driven almost 
to madness by this persecution^ and at 
length seeing her husband entering the 
room, flew to him^ and vehemently com- 
plained of having been insulted. Julius 
stood near during her angry accusation^ lis- 
tening to it with a calm and supercilious 
smile; and when the astonished husband 
applied to him for an explanation of what 
had passed^ he thought proper^ I am afraid, 
to give him some irritating answer^ — on 
which an immediate challenge ensued/' 

'^And did no one interfere?'' cried the 
agitated Adela^ '^Did no one step forward 
as a mediator between them ?" 

" Dear^ what could any body do ? The 
defiance was given in a whisper^ and imme- 
diately afterwards they separated^ and af- 
fected to enter into all the gaiety of the 
place. But what think you of Mrs. Mor- 
dington*s valorous admirer^ who bore all 
your brother's inuendoes so patiently, and 
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drove her to seek reparatton for the imper- 
tinence she had incurred dn his own ac- 
eount^ from the husband he was perhaps 
meditating to injure !" 

'* I think not of so contemptible a wretch 
a all ! — >But tell me^ when and where did 
fl)e two antagonists meet to settle their dire* 
ful quarrel ?" 

" They fought the next dajr in some re- 
tired fields a little war out of London ; and 
as soon as your brother's convalescence was 
ascertained^ Mr. Mordington carried his 
wife down into the country, and placed her 
under the vigilant superintendance of her 
mother. It is asserted, that the old lad?, 
who piques herself on entertaining the 
highest notions of female decorum, and 
wants the world to believe, that 'all the men 
of her race have been brave, and all the 
women virtuous/ was so liberal of her lec- 
tures and exhortations to this crest-fallen 
daughter, that she tormented her into a 
nervous fever, from which she never re- 
covered ." 

'' I cannot help observing, my dear Je- 
mima/' said Adela, ''that jou are not very 
prone to believe the least unfavorable parts 
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of a storj ! I have always heard an excel- 
lent character of this ladj ; she has been to 
her niece. Miss Eudocia Mordington^ quite 
a parent, and the best and most affectionate 
of friends.'* 

'' Well, I onlj repeat to you vrhat I have 
heard : I am sure, I care very little about 
her formal ladyship ; she always looks as if 
she was practising to rival the graces of a 
drill-sergeant. — So upright! So stiff! I 
never see her without thinking of an ex- 
pression in Madame d*Arblay's Camilla:— ' 
Break she may — but bend she cannot ! Ei- 
sides^ she is immensely proud^ and imbibes 
prejudices and antipathies with as little re- 
morse as the sternest old prude in existence.'* 

'' I leave her then to your mercy," said 
Adela; ''but before we terminate this con- 
versation, tell me, what family did Mrs. 
Mordington leave ?** 

''Only a little boy and girl, who are 
twins. I should like of all things to see 
them; but at present, I believe, they are 
in the country/' 

" Well,'* said Adela, "I must now, with 
many thanks for your communications^ re- 
lease you^ my dear Jemima^ and bid you 
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good night : I have no great hope of en* 
joj'ing-a similar blessing myself^ for the tale 
to which I have been listenings has^ I doubt 
not, effectually murdered sleep. '^ 

As there vi^as nobody present to witness 
her soothing sympathy, Jemima remitted 
the ceremony of appearing much concerned 
at this assurance, and with sufficient care- 
lessness, telling Adela she hoped her prog« 
nostics would not be fulfilled, she snatched 
one parting look at her own figure in the 
drcssing-glas$r, and retired. 
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WE ANO LIN ar 

In confusedj perturbed slumbers^ haunted 
bj a successioQ of tke most terrifying vi- 
sions, Adela spent the liaeasy ni^ht, an4' 
arose pale and unrefreshedj yet anxious to 
caloi her mind by an immediate communi- 
cation of its feelings to Mrs. Somerville, 

The letter which, with that view, she 
had concluded and sealed before any of the 
family descended to breakfast, was written 
in these words : 

'' Every" day, every hour, my dearest 
Elinor, I more and more earnestly wish for 
your arrival in town. You are, when near, 
the sweetest friend, companion, and adviser 
\x( the world ; but when absent, the most« 
tardy and reluctant correspondent. Why 
is this, my loved sister ? Why is one who 
writes so well, so lamentably unwilling to 

VOL. II. M 
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vrite at all ? Ah^ do not on the present oc- 
casion, at least, vithliold from me the bene- 
fit of your counsel, and the advantage of 
learning how you would conduct yourself 
were you placed in circumstances similar to 
mine. 

'' I have discovered who the nobleman 
is, with whom, as I informed you, I held 
«o inexplicable a conference at Mrs. EU 
mer's ball. He made himself known to me 
last niirht, and it was with all the sincerity 
of unforgotteo friendship, that I rejoiced 
ia the conviction thai I once again beheld 
▲Igemoo Mordington. But how ^eedily 
my dearest sister, was this satisfaction em** 
bitteredJ! This very Algernon, I am told, 
has sought my brother's life! Ever at 
variance, even from their earliest years, 
the progress of reason in their manhood, 
has had no iniuedce over their vindictive 
passions; and menaces* that affright and 
shock me are held out to deter me from 
exasperating the latent rancour of Julius 
hy cultivating the slightest intercourse with 
his detested foe ! Heaven knovi^, this is m 
moment when I hare no dread so great as 
that of again encountering him ! The im- 
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pressibn made upbn my mind by the detail 
of his sanguinary contest with a brothef 
very dear to me, in despight of all his 
faults^ IS too recent to have lost any of it» 
horror. But^ gradually^ no doubts it will 
subside : and then I ask myself^ how it wilt 
be possible perpetually to slight^ ai)d treat 
as a total stranger^ one I hav6 known so 
long^ and froiti whoni^ individually^ I never 
fcceiv^d any but offices of kindness ? Ju- 
Hus has great claims upon nie; but has he 
a right to prescribe to me a system of end- 
less injustice? You, my Elinor, and Mr. 
Somerville have commenced an intimacy 
with Lord Ennerdale, even subsequently to 
the hated duel ; I wish merely, not to dis- 
continue abruptly the acquaintance estab- 
lished between us so many years preceding 
that grievous event. 

'^ Fear, simply, and unmixed with the 
sisterly attachment I bear to Julius, causes 
no part of my indecision how to act. I am 
not a coward, though I shrink with pain 
from the risk of oiFending those I^ love. 
Could my brother injure me in my father's 
opinion, far more irreparably than I sus- 
pect him to be capable, on any provoca- 

<m2 ^ 
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Hon, of atten^pting^ it is not the interested 
consideration of M^hat I might hereafter 
suffer from that circumstance^ which would 
fetter the freedom I now deem mjself au- 
thorised to claim^ of chusing my own 
friends. Under my father's roofj doubtless, 
the case would be wjdely different ; nay, I 
readily allow, it would be widely different, 
were he to signify to me, from any part of 
the world, his express commands. But am 
I bound to adopt all the enmities of Julius 
upon the bare supposition that my father 
may require it ? You will scarcely, I think, 
sanction so absurd an idea. Yet, if you 
conjecture, that my evincing any disposition 
to remain upon good terms with Lord 
Ennerdale, will inflame the animosity of 
my brother, or lay a foundation for fresh 
disagreements, speak freely, my dearest 
sister, and let nie, whilst it is yet time, be 
put upon my guard against the danger of 
committing ^o great an imprudence. 

" Our pretty cousin, the insinuating, and, 
on some occasions, sentimental, Jemima, 
appears, deeply captivated by this formi- 
dable Lord Ennerdale. She endures with 
pain to hear him speak to any body but 
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lifersel'f, and exhorts me with a solicitude 
that almost provokes me to smile^ to be- 
ware of incensing my brother by shewing 
the Earl too much civility. I am duly 
grateful for her cautions^ but not quite so 
blind as she perhaps imagines^ respecting 
their real motive. As to the reasons he 
may have given her for aspiring exclusively^ 
to his at^ention^ it is neither my business^ 
nor my wish to enquire into them. I pity 
her, if she is weak enough to love him 
without a prospect of requital ; and I 
blame her, if, with a certainty of being 
preferred, she is distrustful enough to eye 
with jealousy every woman he may occa- 
sionally address. At all events, she is in- 
excuseable for viewing his undesigning cor- 
diality to me with even a shadow of ap- 
prehension; the only light in which, with 
justice, it can be considercd> is that of a 
cheerful renewal of an early and almost 
fraternal regard. 

'' And now, dearest Elinor, with fresh 
supplications for a speedy answer to the 
most material parts, at least, of this anxious 
consultation, I must hasten to sign myself> 

M 3 
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your ever most grateful^ confiding^ and at- 
tached^ 

"" APKLA CLEVEtAND." 

The hope she entertained that this letter 
would procure for her in a few days^ such 
judicious instructions for the regulation of 
her conduct as might equally preserve her 
from self-reproach, or the blame of others, 
re-animated her spirits ; and she repaired 
to her uncle's breakfast-fable, at the usual 
hour, with scarcely any traces remaining on 
her countenance of the disquieting thoughts 
that had oppressed her. 

Upon the General, nearly ^very impres- 
sion was transient. He had already for** 
gotten the discussion which had occurred in 
the coach, and which, at the "moment, had 
appeared tp give him, on Adeia's behalf, 
some concern. None heing now obvious 
on her brow, none was present to his recol- 
lection. He chatted with his accustbmed 
easy vivacity, played with his little girl ; 
read aloud a few paragraphs from the morn- 
ing paper, asked Adela what were Mrs. 
Cleveland's engagements for the evenings 
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und re-urged her^ though with as little soc-' 
eess as on former Oecasions^ to make hii» 
her banker whenever she had anj demands 
for money. She constantly assured him^ 
that the allowance granted to her by her 
father^ was fully adequate to her waste;, 
and . felt an unconquerable reluctance to 
receiYC pecuniary obligations from any hand 
but that of a parent. 

In her way a£ter breakfast to her undis-t 
puted place of refuge, the scbooKroom, 
she entered for a few raintites^ the apart- 
oient occupied by Mrs. Cleveland, to bor 
row from Barbara a temfwrary supply of 
some particular sort of drawtng-paper. 
Whilst engaged in turning over the port- 
folio which contained it, she heard Jemima 
settling with her mother a plan for going 
that morning to view a panorama, which, 
from the high praise universally bestowed 
upon it, Adela felt a great desire to obtaiii» 
a sight of herself. She therefore requested, 
if there was room* in the carriage, that she 
might be permitted to accompany than; 
and receiving to this solicitation, the first 
which she had ever made of (he kind, as gra- 
cious aa assent as she had eicpected, she left. 

vl4l 
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the room^ promising to be ready whenever 
they were so good as to let her know the 
carriage was arrived. 

A hurrying message^ deferred so long^ 
that it appeared as if she had been nearly 
forgotten, sumifioned her at three o*ciock 
to run down, and step into the carriage after 
her aunt, Barbara and Jemfma had already 
taken their seats. She made not the slight- 
est observation upon their suspected want of 
Biemory^ nor even chose to appear conscious 
of* it ; but joined occasionally in the con- 
versation which the three ladies kept up, 
and arrived at the place of exhibition with 
a temper as placid as her countenance. 

TliQ room to which, with much climbiiig, 
and many murmurs at the gloominess of 
the stairs, they bad to toil up, was crowded 
with company, and fresh parties were con- 
tinually arriving to supply the vacancies 
caused by others which were successively 
departing. Amongst the latter, a group 
of gentlemen, whose voices only proclaimed 
their vicinity, encountered the Clevelands 
ill, the very darkest part of the winding 
ascent. No obscurity, however, could 
screen from Jemima's detectiou, her ad- 
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mired Lord Ennerdale; she knew him^ it al- 
most appeared^ by the sound of his steps^ for 
she scarcelj waited to hear him speaks before 
she eagerly pronounced his name^ and added 
in an accent of the most flattering concern 
— '' Are you already going ?" , 

'' Who is it ?" demanded the Earl, '' that 
does me the honour, amidst this darkness 
visible, to know me ?" 

Barbara^ seizing the occasion to be po^ 
etical too, now answered, '^ Not to know 
you, my lord, would argue ourselves un^ 
known!*' 

'^ Am I not addressing,"^ resumed be^. 
'' one of the^Miss Clevelands ?" 

'' Two of the Miss Clevelands are here,*' 
cried Jemima, '' and most anxious to pre?" 
vail upon you to defer your departure a 
little longer." 

" I shall be happy,'* replied.liej " to con- 
duct you from these doleful shades, to re-^ 
gions of more light and cheerfulness : but> 
at their very threshold, I must resign my 
charge, and hasten to attend a less pleasant, 
but more indispensible engagement." 

He then, desiring his friends not to wait 

m5 
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for him/ turned baek^ and offering one arm 
to Mrs. Cleyeland^ ^vhom^ through the dusk 
he had just distinguished^ was spared the 
difficulty of deciding for himself to which 
of her daughters he should offer the other^ 
hj the promptitude with which^ Jemiina^ 
without waiting to be asked^ unfaesitatinglj 
made it her own property. 

AdeUj meanwhile^ silently followed^ half 
in doubts as affairs now stood^ whether she 
ought not seriously to wish^ that the Earl 
might quit them without observing her. 
But it could not Ji>e. On arriving at the 
entrance of the room containing the picture^ 
having made his bow to Mrs. Cleveland 
and her fair daughter^ and turning to take 
leave of Barbara^ whom he imagined wholly 
unaccompanied^ he perceived Adel^^ and 
instantly went up to Jier. 

^^ Are you her^ too, bright vision ?" cried 
be ; ^' how is it^ that a succession of such 
cheering objects break upon my dassled 
senses from amidst a gloom so dreary and 
unpromising ?" 

^' The force of contrast,'* said Adela, 
''seems so particularly favourable to us. 
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that I luspect^ it ^ould be no bad poliqr^ 
were we always to steal thus from darknais 
into light.'' 

During this speech^ she bad continued 
adyancing^ and was- now in the midst of the 
spectators assembled to^ view the painting.. 
Liord Ennerdale^ forgetful of his pleaded 
engagement^ kept ^close beside her ; drew 
forth her remarks on what she was survey- 
ing; mtide some excellent criticisms himset#». 
mod explained to her with the greateit 
clearness^ every striking object which she 
saw represented. So intelligent a guide 
could not fail to render the exhibitioa 
doubly entertaining to her ; she was en- 
chanted with its ingenuity^ and extremely 
grateful to her noble escort for the useful 
and patient aid be lent ber. 

Thus engrossedj each seeoied to forget 
the progress of time^ and each evidently 
forgot the unfortunate effect which an at-*^ 
tention so exclusively paid on one part^ and 
so willingly ' received on the other^ must^ 
produce upon the minds of the envious and 
observant Clevelands. The anger and mor** 
tificatiou of 'Jemima, in particular^ knew 
no bounds. She deigned not for one instimt 

M 6 
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to cast a glance at the picture^ but intent 
on watching the amicable pair, she ' ejed 
them askance/ and benignly attributed i^ 
Adela every designing view, and every am- 
bitious passion active and afloat in her own 
heart. 

The signal was at lengtb given by Mrs. 
Cleveland for their departure, and Lord 
Ennerdale, detaching himself from the more 
immediate vicinity of Adela, went up to her 
aunt again to offer her his assistance on the 
stairs. She affected, with the most natural 
air imaginable, great surprise at his sight. 

" Have I the pleasure still to find your 
lordship here ?*' cried she, ^' I thought 
you had spoken (^ some indispensible en* 
gagement that would compel you to hasten 
away.— But, perhaps, yon are only just re- 
turned from fulfilling it?-— I do not re- 
member having seen you till this moment^ 
since vi^e first entered." 

'* Probably jou have been better employ** 
ed than in attending to those around you,** 
answered he. '' But give me leave to take 
care of }0u in descending these steep and 
uneasy stairs. You will find me now a very 
.raperienced conductor/' 
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'' Jemima, ray love/' said the consider- 
ate mother, " you are so terribly careless 
in these awkward sort of places^ that you 
always fri^ten me to death. Go rounds 
and take hold of Lord Ennerdale on the 
other side." 

Sullen and dissatisfied as she was. Je« 
inima could not resist this intimation. She 
stepped nimbly forward^ and secured the 
support she was not more desirous of ob« 
taining for herself, than of withholding 
from Adeia. 

The storm, however, though it burst not 
forth at the very instant it had collected all 
its force, lost nothing of its fury by being, 
for a short period, suspended. Scarcely 
^ere the horses in motion after the coach 
door closed, before a joint attack was begun 
upon Adela, by both mother and daughter, 
so voluble and intemperate, that she was 
completely at a loss for several minutes, to 
discover what was the specific nature of 
their charge against her. 

When, however, she did comprehend 
them, not io have felt mortified at the de« 
signs so injuriously imputed to her, would 
have been impossible : yet, to feel so in the 
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degree she would have done had their good 
opioion been more precious to ber^ was 
equally out of the question. At the same 
time she knew^ that no sentiment the human 
countenance can indicate^ is harder to be 
forgiven than contempt^ and therefore stu- 
diously repelled every disposition io indulge 
such a feeling. But her unshaken self* 
command^ vi^bich could neither be incited 
to tears by their injustice^ nor provoked to 
passion by their acrimony^ exasperated their 
pride beyond all bounds. Jemima^ losing 
every remains of rationality^ burst into an 
hysterical fit of sobbings and exclaimed^ 

'* Who could believe, to see you sitting 
there with that unfeeling look of com- 
posure^ Miss Cleveland, that you had acted, 
by a relation and a friend who implicitly 
trusted you, so treacherous a part ?— You 
knew, almost from the first day we met, the 
animated interest I feel for Lord Ennerdale ; 
^^I opened to you my whole heart ; I was 
frank, confiding, and, unguarded, as, at my 
age, all artless characters are !^-«-And how 
have you rewarded me ? — Why, by seeking 
to insindiate yourself into his good graces ; 
by endeavouring to supplant apd undermina 
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me ; by forming schemes^ I Yerily believe^ 
to meet faim^ as you have done this morn-> 
^'^S' by assignation !" 

^' Do not say^ Jemima^ that you believe 
so wild a charge^'* cried Adela. '^ it is im- 
possible that it should have ever entered se« 
riously into your imagination !" 

'^ It is not at all impossiblej'* retorted Je^ 
mima^ nearly suffoeated with rage. — '' I 
begin to think you have art enough to do 
any thing.-*^You are lately come from a 
good school^ and the lessons which you 
probably received in Scotland^ don't seem 
to have been thrown away upon you ! " 

Every fibre in Adela's frame trembled at 
this vindictive and cruel insinuajtion'; yet 
she had at once too much dignity to com«» 
ptain^ and too much sense. to betray how 
deeply it wounded her. She therefore let 
down the side*glaS6^ and leaning forward as 
if to mark what was passing in the street^ 
avoided hearing any thing further that was 
saidj and reached home^ to her great in*- 
ternal congratulation^ without havingr sunk 
under the temptation of uttering with bit- 
terness^ a single expression which she could 
regr^. 
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But a death-blow had now been g:iven to 
the feeble regard she had entertained for 
Jemima, from- which it could never recover. 
Petulence, or even injustice, might be for- 
given—but malice was of a blackt»r nature, 
and left traces on the memory almost in- 
delible. To have struck upon the only 
part where Adela was assailable, — where a 
wound would ratikle, — where the slightest 
touch would keenly agonize,— ^t his was so 
far exceeding what the provocation of jea* 
lousy could palliate, that she knew not how 
to attribute it to any thing short of a tho- 
roughly bad hearts 

It happened most unfortunately, that 
after so tempestuous a morning, an evening 
ensued, entirely devoid of engagements. 
The four ladies, unenlivened by the entrance 
of any visitors, assembled in the drawing- 
room at tea time, to indulge at leisure 
their mutual dissatisfaction^ and to canvass 
over their unsubsided grievances. Adela> 
very naturally, recoiled from performing 
such a penance with the most decided an- 
tipathy : but, without hazarding an irre- 
parable breach with her aunt, there was nQ 
possibility of escaping the infliction; and 
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she armed herself with courage to endure 
it with as much forbearance as it was in her 
power. 

Jemima^ having condescended to make 
8on\e slight apology for the impetuosity into 
which^ as she said, the warnlth of her feeN 
ings had hurried her in the mornings no w» af-^ 
fectiog great moderation^ professed that her 
only wish was to talk the matter coolly 
over^ and to attempt convincing her cousin 
of the perfidy there would be in seeking to 
seduce from her the partiality of Lord 
Ennerdale. . 

" la order to vindicate to your mother/' 
said Adela^ ^' every part of my conduct^ as 
far as I have yet been implicated with Lord 
Eunerdale, I feel no reluctance to enter 
into the discussion you propose; yet, I must 
own, I almost disdain my own facility, and 
think I am submifiting to an unreasonable 
degradation ! — Why should you, upon such 
feeble grounds^ ascribe to me any treach- 
erous intentions?— You seem wholly ig- 
norant, that Lord Ennerdale and I, once 
were inmates of the same house. The intro- 
duction which took place last nighty led 
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only to the renewal of a former^ not to^ the 
establuhment of a new acquaintance. I 
had no suspicion at that moment^ of the un«* 
happy circumstance of his having ever had 
a hostile encounter with my brother ; and 
though I was better informed this morning, 
would you have prescribed to me a gloomy 
and morose reserve^ either perfectly unin* 
telligible to him^ or calculated only to 
proTe, that I must, since we last parted^ 
have imbibed in this family some powerful 
prejudice against him ? Would that hav« 
been good policy, Jemima ? WouM he, do 
you suppose, hate loved you the better for 
infusing ill-will into tbo mind of one of his 
earliest friends? But let me be honest; 
unactuated by any reflections of this kiad, 
I listened to him with pleasure, because he 
entertained me ; and I shall continue to 
conduct myself with good manners towards 
him, because I think such a repayment due 
for the politeness with which I am treated 
by him myself, I have no further aim 
whatever, and not the remotest wish to in- 
terfere with your projects. This is all I 
have to say, and all I ever mean to say. 
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upon 60 unpleasant a subject. For your 
own relief and comfort^ endeavour to be* 
lieve me.** 

To a statement^ which though uttered 
with some pride^ was so rational, and would, 
to a candid mind> have been so satisfactory, 
Jemima had little to oppose ; yet, it was 
evident, she still harboured doubts, and stilt 
nourished apprehensions. She sighed ; 
nturmured at the suspense she was yet con<» 
demned to endure ; and, at last, had the 
encroaching selfishness to require from.hei^ 
cousin, a promise that she would decliiie 
every invitation to the houses where there 
was a chance of meeting him. 

'^ This," said siie, " if you are sineere §» 
your assurances of being exempt from all 
design, is not asking from you any great 
effort, and will be the roost unequivocal 
proof of that sincerity which you cap give.** 

^' t can consent,*' answered Adela, coldly, 
'^ to give you no better security for my 
sincerity than my own simple asseveration. 
I am sorry you require proofs from me 
which it U totally contrary to my wish or 
meaning to afford you. I have gone no 
where with a view to seek Lord Ennerdale;- 
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but neither will I, most assuredly, refrain 
from going any where purposely to avoid 
him/* 

" We may then,'* said Mrs. Cleveland, 
sarcastically, " perfectly estimate the degree 
of faith due to this young ]ady*s magnani- 
inous pretensions to absolute disinterested-: 
ness! I have always o1>served, that when 
persons have committed themselves by pro- 
fessing more than it might be convenient to 
perform, they are expert in discarering at 
the moment of being called upon to act, 
some lucky pretext on which to found a 
plausible denial. The pretext, I imagine^ 
which we are now to admit from Miss Cleve- 
land, is that of the high sense of honour 
which forbids her consenting — as it did the 
heroic Falstaff — to sully the dignity of her 
own independence by performing any de- 
mand upon compukion r 

This speech so aptly, yet ridiculously il- 
lustrated the real meaning of Adela's refusal 
to comply with her cousin's modest petition, 
that, overlooking its^ unauthorized severity, 
she through t only of its burlesque justice, and 
heard it with a laugh of unfeigned good- 
l^umour. She could have done nothing 
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tliat woultl so eflfectdally bave mollified the 
vaia speaker; ^ny indication of a genuine 
relish of her wit, was a sure passport to her, 
atlea^t temporary, favour. She therefore, 
though with much gentleness and caution, 
began representing to her enamoured daugh- 
ter, the misery- she might be entailing upon 
herself, by cherishing, upon such uncertain 
grounds, a partiality so serious and so ex- 
clusive : she was proceeding, somewhat too 
unguardedly perhaps, to remind her how 
slight had been the encouragement which 
her passion had hitherto received, when 
Jemima, losing all patience, and regard- 
less of all respect, indignantly inteniipted 

her— 

" How can vou, madam,'* cried she, 
** have so little feeling as to talk to me in 
this manner? I am sure till this moment 
you have always held a very different lan- 
guage ! It was you who first wished me to 
secure the conquest of Lord Ennerdale ; 
who exhorted me to omit no means of cap- 
tivating him ; who led me about from house 
to house in chace of him ; who have as- 
sisted in distancing every other woman whom 
you thought had any chance of attractitig 
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binfii ! And now, do yoo preach tame cir- 
cumspection to me ? l>o you. . .'' 

^^ Jemima^ Jemima !" intefrlipted Mf9. 
Cleveland; ** Yon totally forget yourself !— 
Are you in your senses ?" 

Yes/' relied the insolent daughter, 
perfectly so : but since you provoke me to 
it^ I will declare the truth, and let my 
cousin judge who has originally been the 
most to blame. Her laughing at your clever 
speeches, I perceive, has qtlite won yon over 
to her cause : and I suppose you will end 
by saying, as papa did, wlien I complsiined 
to him about her this morning, that it will 
make very little difference to him, or to the 
family in general, whether Miss Adela Cleve- 
land, his niece, or Miss Jemima Clcvehind, 
his daughter, is the successful candidate for 
Lord Ennerdale's hand and title; he only 
wishes that one of the two may obtain the 
prize. How fatherly a declaration ! And 
how much I am obliged to my cousin for 
the pains she takes, on all sides, to supplant 
roe in the favour of thosie I loVe ! Thank 
heaven, Julius, with all his partiality for 
her, will not, on this subject, be quite so 
ready to suppoit her !** 
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Scarcely had she uttered this last sentence^ 
^hen a quick rap at the street door^ arrested 
the attention of all present^ and gave to 
Adela the joyful hope of a reprieve from the 
irksome conversation to which she had so 
long been constrained to listen. 
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CHAP. X. 



DETECTION. 



In a few minutes^ Julius Cleveland made 
his appearance — 

" Why, whaf s the matter with you all r" 
cried he — '^ I never saw so sober and do- 
mestic a party ; I hope it is more amusing 
than it looks ! My aunt appears like the 
superior of some convent, giving lectures on 
the wisdom of seclusion, and the merit of 
humility, to two or three favoured novices, 
assembled with down-cast eyes, and in mo- 
dest silence, to listen to her sapient precepts. 
And here sits one," tapping Barbara on the 
shoulder, " writing it all down in mystic 
characters, that no profane eye may be able 
to decypher it. What dost call these enig- 
matical pot-hooks, hey, my little Bab ?" 

* Barbara, looking up from her employ- 
ment (which was that of copying some very 
extraordinary signs and figures from a sheet 



of folid paper iprea^ tit: ita fi^ll ske upon the 
table before her) answered very gravely-r- 

^^ I am transbribing a method of tachy- 
grajihy which ' has been lent me by one of 
my langaage masters/:* 

Julius burst into an uacerenionious 

J ^f Owe.of; your language masters? Why 

how many do you deal with at a time ? ** 
'[ I havejfour just atjpresent.-' 
^^ Only four J And pray, what does each 

tnasti^r dTi^q' omt his predeoessor's lesson 

with-?"-.- •• ' . 

^ They xlp aot all o^me on the same 

', f^ That niay be lucky ! But let us hear, 
what do they severally undert€ike to teach 
your 

^^ Oh, no, for heaten^s sake, don't ask 
her for their catalogue !" exclaimed Mrs. 
Cleveland.* ..>..• 

^^ Well, well, ril make out a list tipon 
cdigicture ;"-. crjcd Julius, — ^^ I suppose, 
my lovely little Tachygraphina, that from 
one of tliem, you learn the Lapland dialect ; 
from ariothtiri the Cherbkees ; from a third, 
the Ota!ete^ i and from a fourth, the Hot- 
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imtat. Bmt^ Bab^ thy poor head will never 
be a complete rapository of half the tongaes 
spoken in confiosion at the dispetsion of the 
Imilders of Babel> till thoa hast added, it 
least a score more to the list of masters al*^ 
ready paid for pnsaling thee !** 

^^ I assure yon, that they do not puzzle 
me at all. I have a remarkably qnick and 

m 

retentive memory/* 

^^ And yet, I will bet yon any snm you 
please, that there is oiH^ language which 
you have learnt longer tbaaa all the rest, but 
which, ten to one, you spell and understafiid 
more incorrectly than half the Misses of 
Christina's age, at any of the boarding* 
schools, 'behind a row of poplars, 'on the 
outskirts of the town !** 

^^ If yon mean French, you are coih- 
pktely mistaken ; for I have known it very 
thoroughly these ten yeaors/' 

^^ No, my dear, not French, biit--^£ng^ 
lish !~*Aye, you may stare as nrndk as you 
please ; but I shrewdly suspect, that all this 
prodigious distraction amongst foreign al* 
phabets, grammars, and lexicons, has lA 
you more shameflilly igQi>rant of good 
plain English, than yon will ever have 



TRAITS OF NATURE- ^7 

^ther the modesty to credit, or the frank- 
ness to avow*'* 

Then, tmning from his highly-afeonted 
auditress, to dii^ect his coaveor$al:ion to her 
iBothear and sister, be vras surprised at the 
evident discomposhre jc£ their ill-boding 
conntenances^^ 

^* Is the iempels^t,^* cried he, alterrtately 
surveying them, *^ brewing or dfepeising:? 
Has it .already vented, its fnry, or are these 
clouds the forerunners of its appreadt ? 
They look tremendously awfiil ! What 
has been, or i^ to be the matter ? Speak at 



' So foul a sky clears not without a storm : 
' Four down your weather f 

" Don*t tease us, Jnlius,** peevishly an- 
swered Jemima ; ^^ I assure you, we are not 
at all in a humour to bear it patiently.** 

^^ 1 never found any of yon in a humour 
to bear patiently what you did not like: 
but remember, that I am something of a 
spoiled child too, and am not apt to submit 
with a great deal more patience than your- 
selves, to any prohibitions that fetter my 
curiosity, aiid interfere with my good-will 

N2 
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and pleasure. So answer me more to tLe 
pointy my gentle coz^ or I shal] pnt yon to 
the question^ ordinary, and extraordinary T 
' Jemima bad every secret inclination to 
gratify his wishes which heconld desire, 
though she felt ashamed to speak withbat 
some urging, and was also a little perplexed 
how to dress out her intended accusation 
in terms sufikaently advantageous to her- 
sdf. She knew that it would give great 
£sgust to Julius to find that any of his 
fiunily entertained a prepossession in favour 
df Lord Ennerdale^ and sh^ was anxious, 
whilst casting blame upon A del a on that 
account, to avoid incurring censure for a 
similar offence herself. At last, with feigned 
reluctance, she said— - 

" I have been threatening all day, ill- 
natunsdly enough, 1 dare say your sister 
thinks, to make my appeal to you ; l)ut I 
am sure. If you had not plagued tod tor- 
mented me in this manner, I never sliould 
have said a word. You must know, 
then, that we liave liad s^^P^^ * quarrel 
about your old enemy, Lord Ennerdale.** 

" And what," interrupted he, with eyes 
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flashing fire/ *^ have either of you to d^ 
with him ?" 

" I cannot say, that in this case/* an- 
swered the guileful girl, " / have much to 
do with hira. Our dispute originated m 
the very remarkable degree of attention 
which 1 saw him paying to your -sister 
yesterday, and again this morriing^rj I was 
convinced that you' would disapprove it, 
and very plainly told her so. Nay, last 
night, I communicated to lier the whole 
affair of the duel, which was quite new to 
her, and which, to do her justice, sIiq 
seemed extremely shocked at* But, I know 
not how it was, when they met again this 
morning, she permitted his assiduities so 
readily, that, to own the truth, I was quite 
provoked ; and, I dare say, have been a 
good deal too warm in some of my expres- 
sions about it : but can you much wonder 
at it ?" 

Whatever Julius might do, Adela won- 
dered at this skilful representation till she 
was almost deprived of breath. She fixed 
her bright, expressive eyes upon the disinge- 
nuous speaker, who, involuntarily abashed, 
was forced to avoid their significant mean 

N 3 
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ing by moving back her cbair. Mrs. Gkye^ 
land herself seemed restless and uoeasj^^ 
Barbara looked up with, a lurking sneer; 
and a dead lileocej for some minutes^ pre- 
vailed throughout the \Fhple party. 

Julius \v,as the first to break it ; be started 
up in a transport, of indignation^ and seized 
his bat to hasten away ;—->but before he 
yfevkif regarding Jjemima with the most 

indescribable mixture of scorn and resent- 

. . . > . * 

ment^ he said-— 

''I am not the credulous idiot that you 
had hoped to find ! I perfectly understand 
the sincerity of this professed alarm about 
Lord Ennerdale^ and the exact source of all 
your generous disturbance on his and 
Adela's account ! Your ambitious designs 
upon him have been remarked and derided 
virberever you have met bim ; and what is 
more« I can assure your mother^ for her 
comfort^ that her views for Talbot iqion 
Ennerdale's wealthy sister^ are just as 
clearly penetrated ! — All this I know — ^and 
I despise^ for success, I am persuaded, will 
never attend your projects : nay^ if it does^ 
I neither love you, nor honour you suf* 
ficiently to care i-^As to Adela— she needs 
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DO waraing voice from me ; I leave her so 
well hedged io^ and guarded bj two such 
watchful and self-interested observers^ tbat> 
whatever her aspiring inclinations might 
prompt^ I almort defy her to escape your 
jealous vigilance. She can no where be 
more safe^ and no where^ if the reproaches 
you cast iipon her are in any degree merited^ 
more deservedly miserable ! — To your ami- 
able and well-meant superintendance I com- 
mend her !'* 

He then abruptly departed^ and^ as he 
went^ his sister had some difficulty to sup- 
press a smile at the blank and« disappointed 
aspect of Jemima^ and the haughty dis- 
pleasure depicted on the countenance of her 
mother. 

With all her subtilty^ Jemima was a 
bad j udge of character ; she had yet to 
Icarn^ that an accusation/ in order to gain 
belief from a penetrating^ though impetuous 
being like Julius^ should proceed from 
unsuspected lips ; — she had also yet to learn^ 
that his affection for Adela was too great to 
suffer any one to behave ill to her but him- 
self. Had he personally witnessed her 

N 4 
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friendly deportment to Lord Ennerdale, be 
^ould have been outrageous : but heaSV^S 
it described 3 with an air of conscious du* 
plicitj which she could not entirely shake 
off, by a girl he at once disliked a^d dis- 
trusted^ her mischierous design lost its 
aim^ and 

' evil on itself did hack recoU ! 

■ > ft 

The remainder of the evening was sp^t 
by the foiled and angry Jemima> in sullen 
silence; by Adela^ in trying to attend to 
the pages of a new Review ; and by Mrs, 
Cleveland^ in throwing jout sharp r,eflections 
upon the disrespect of modern youiig people 
for their seniors and superiors. At an un- 
usually early hour^ they separated for the 
nighty — non,e of the party very solicitous 
ever to meet again. 

A home so comfortless^ and interviews 
productive of such discord^ dejected the 
elastic spirit of Adela almost as grievously 
as when suffering from the fickle treatment 
of her mother at Pine Lodge — almost as 
much us a real misfortune. It is a trite ob- 
servation^ that^ from the acoqmulatiou of 
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j^etty vexation^ as much misery r^sutts^ and 
pt^naps^ more repitking, ihan from the se* 
verest ^^lainiiies: We sdipmon fortitude to 
bear these-; we know it to be a duty ; atid 
we thi»k patience^ in such cas^s^ is at once 
Tirtuous'^d dignified : but fot! $HgHtdt« affi** 
i^jumSta^ we^'eaU forth sligtder ebura^cf; 
tempers of ^he gf^test eq4iaaimity become 
captious? by continual provocation ; petu-- 
knee is repelled \)y petulance ; reproach 
answeted with defiance^ and suspicion re- 
torted with contempt. 

Adda ^reacldd lest any of these injurious 
effects should be produced^ by the persons 
around her^ upon iier- own disposition. She 
scarcely wished to become absolutely cal« 
loui to their malignity ; for she feared^ in 
so doifig^i to c^ntradt an obduracy of feeling; 
a prdad self'*su£Sciency^ that might here* 
aftev -render her equally disdainful of the 
censures of the wise ahd truly friendly. 
Yet she had incessantly to contend against 
the opposite evils of either jfalling under 
tdtal subjectioh^ or of giving way to a ha- 
bit of* endless, reicrimination. To escape 
these idnoger^^ she knew no method hurt that 
of detaching herfelf from the family more 
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4iIigeBtljr than ^yet, aod qi^epjk ibe w^le.of 
her time^ exc^ept the por^tiov of it siUotteA 
to imBaIs> in the apartmeiit (>f MiidferooiUdlo 
Durocher a^d her youthful pjapil. Thither 
ao taixpts or asperity; ever followed lter> aod 
the ^uly hiippy hours she j»ow experienced 
in. thi» maofiiite of Moteution^ were tboM 
she pasted in their humble fetrent. 
~ An answer from Mrs. SomerviUe to her 
csoBsuItation respecting Lord £ttiierdalej at 
leqgth arrived. It i^as written in the gi^yest 
spirits^ and accorded, the w^ction' whiiA 
Ad^la had demanded to :her keepitg up a 
friendly conduct to him^ in terkos the mo$t 
frank and unequivoeal :««^ 

'^ The repugnance of our ndad brother^" 
she obseryed^ '^ to your doipg this^ will 
gradually abate; at all eYents> have the 
courage to resist his guidaoee. Lord £nr 
nerd ale is much too good to be sacrificaed 
to the ungenerous hatred which Julius che^ 
rishes against him. When we meet> which 
I now flatter myself will be in about ten 
days or a fortnight^ I shall have much io 
tell you of the origin and progress of ouc 
intimacy with him. His flrst introduction 
at Rosedown Court, took {dace under cir^ 
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cumstances at once the most ludierous and 
nffeciiag I'^^hui the faistorjr is too long t^ 
be written : I reserve it for one of our so- 
ciable jGre-aide confereneei. 

'^ What can I say upon the subject of the 
]ove-stricken dfimsel^ your present inmate^ 
but that^ alas for ber^ poor soul ! she h^ 
a)}pwed herself to be da^led by a nio^ 
delusive phantom !--*-I almost pity her; yet, 
to blame Lord Ennerdi^Ie-*^ru^ting as I dQ 
in the perfect integrity, of his nature^ which 
would recoil from the idea of wilfully be- 
guiling any human being— I find impossible. 
Whatever deception she may suffer under, 
is ^If "deception. Some ida^a flirt, ^ i% is 
called, with such sentimental duplicity of 
countenaocc, that it is scarcely possible for 
the most watchful observer to ascertain 
whether they are smitten in jest or earnest; 
others, and Lord Ennerdale is of the nuia*- 
beir, play off the farce with an air so disr 
engaged, that none but the most ioordir^ 
oately conceited, could, for an instant, mis? 
take their total exemption from serious 
meaning. 

" I wish it would hasten the time of ouv 
meeting to tell you bow affectiooately I 
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long to see you ! Mr. Sonierville and 1115 
two little girls^ participate in the Same im- 
patienee; you hold as distinguished a place 
as ever in all thehr hearts,-— and it is agreed, 
nem. eon, that after we reach town, you 
are not to be allowed to remain in your 
present abode, a siogle hour ; from thence- 
forwaf d, dear Adela, my^ home shall be thy 
hom^, and nought hut death (or marriage ) 
^haU part thee and me ! 

" Adieu my loved, and 
'*^w6rthy-to-be-loved sister, yt)urs ever, 

" Elinor Somerviule/' 

Over the cheering conclusion of this tet- 
ter, Adela shed the sweetest tears of gr.a- 
titude and pleasure. She resided aroong&t 
such cold-hearted and repulsive beings^, 
and, of late, had been so unaccustomed to 
icindness, that it touched her more than on 
any former occasion. She pressed to her 
lips the precious paper, and mentally ex^ 
claimed—'* There yet, then, are in the 
world some gentle individuals who truly 
and affectionately love me ! — An existence 
8ueh as this^ however I may striveto bear 
It with resignation, k mdst dreary and dis- 
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liearteningt — But provided with the talis- 
man against dejection with which my 
£linor has furnished me^ I shall now he 
enabled to submit^ even with cheerfulness^ 
to whatever farther trials may await me/' 
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